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The INTRODUCTION. 


% U R Bleſſed Saviour has taught us, That 
there are ſome ways of Worſhipping 
God, which have ſo great a Mixture 
1 Fame Invention in them, that they 
Fre Vain and Unacceptable to Him, Mark vii. 7. 
1 vain( faith He) do they worſhip me, teaching for 
Poctrines the Commandments of Men. This oblig- 
th every Man, who has a Concern for his Soul, 
o examine carefully 1 Worſhip he offers 1 


34 
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2 The Introduction. 


God, whether it be ſuch, as God hath inſtituted; 
Jeſt his Service ſhould be rejected with that Cen- 
ſure in the Prophet, who has required this at your 
hands ? But more eſpecially it concerns the Pa- 
ſtors of the Church, who have the Direction of 
the publick Worſhip of God, to be careful in ex- 
amiaing this Matter, that they may be able to 
ſatishe their own Conſciences; as well as the 
People's committed to their Charge, concern- 
ing the Purity of the Worſhip, which they pra- 
ctiſe themſelves, and recommend to others. 

II. It has pleaſed God, in his Providence, to 
| make me an Overſeer over ſome part of his Flock 
[ in this Kingdom; and I look upon it to be my 
N Duty, to uſe my Endeavours to Inſtruct thoſe 


! that are committed to my Charge, in the Wor- 
j ſhip of God, according to the Rules he hath 
f preſcribed ; and to warn ſuch as J conceive, to 
| ſwerve from them, of their Miſtakes. 1 hope itſß 
will be of Uſe and Satisfaction to thoſe that 
Join with Me in the publick Worſhip of God 
to find, upon Examination, That what they therq;v 
Practiſe, is agreeable to God's Inſtitution» And. 
| - as to thoſe who think otherwiſe, I perſwade mi 
' +» Felt that an Admonition in the Spirit of Meek: 

neſs can give them no juſt Offence, but rather 
be of uſe to them alſo, by obliging them to Ex 
| amine and Reviſe their Ways, that they mac 
| correct their Judgments, if, trom what I offerÞD 
; they ſhall ſee Reaſon for it. n 
\ III. In order to help thoſe concerned, to makFa 
a true and impartial Judgment in theſe MattersÞ1 
| I deſire them to conſider 0 


ans - Tm 
* — . come. 


The Introduction. I 
ed; Be will be Worſbipped. - This, I ſuppoſe, will be 


en- Ngranted by all, ſince it ſeems to be a Truth na- 
your {turally implanted in the Minds of Men, and uni- 


Pa- fWverſally acknowledged in all Times. 
of 24ly. I take it for a Truth agreed to, by the 
ex- Igenerality of Proteſtants, That the Holy Scriptures 
> to ontain the Revelations of God's Will, concerning his 
the Worſhip. 
ern · 3aly. From theſe Two, we may reaſonably in- 
pra-Werr, That it concerns us to keep as cloſs as we 
an to thoſe Directions, which God has been 
pleaſed to afford us in his Word, without Ad- 
ding to, Omitting, or Altering any thing that 
e my He has there laid down. For, ſince God has 
hoſeſſvouchſa fed us a certain Direction for his Worſhip 
Vor- in the Holy Scriptures, it is to be ſuppoſed, that 
bathall ways of Worſhip are diſpleaſing to Him, that 
„ tore not expreſly contained, or warranted by Ex- 
pe itfamples of Holy Men mentioned therein. | 
thai 4thly. We muſt obſerve, That the Worſhip of 
God God is either Inward or Outward. The Inward 
thergWorſhip of God, conſiſts in the Inward Homage 
Andpnd Subjection of our Minds to him. The Out- 
e myFvard, conſiſts of ſuch Acts and Duties as ſerve to 
leekFexpreſs this Inward Subjection of our Souls; or 
atheſthat promote, encreaſe, or contribute towards it. 
ExThus, for Inſtance, Vocal Prayer is a Part of, 
ma putward Worſhip, becauſe it expreſles the Inward 
offer Pependance of our Sovls on God. Thus, read- 
ng the Word of God, is a part of the ſame ; be- 
makFauſe therein we acknowledge our Subjection to 
ittersſtlim, and to his Laws, and uſe it as a Means 
o promote and encreaſe this Subjetion. Thus, 
es hp-clebration of the Sacraments, is a Part of the 
WY f ſame 
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4 The Introduction. 
ſame Worſhip; becauſe in them we not only ex- 
preſs our Dependance on Gad for his Grace, but 
likewiſe oblige and bind our ſelves to ſerve Him. 
And the ſame holds in all Outward Acts o 
Worſhip. | | 10 | 
| Fthly. We muſt remember, That 'tis in theſe 
Outward Acts, that we are more immediately 
concerned as publick Worſhippers; for we can- 
not know the Inward Worſhip which Men pay 


theſe Outward Acts; And generally, when wefi 
ſpeak of the publick Worſhip of God, we mean 
this Outward ; and concerning it, are the great 
Diſputes and Differences among us; all of us be- 


IV. Having premiſed theſe few things, which 
I hope, will be granted by all ; I ſhall proceed di 
realy to my propoſed Undertaking, and ſhall 
with the greateſt Fairneſs and Impartiality 1 can 
Examine and Compare the Worſhip of God 
which is directed and warranted by Scripture 
as well with that which is preſcrib'd and praQtis' 
by our Church, as with that which is practis- I! 
by ſuch as differ from us. | 

V. Now, If we confider the ordinary Ser vi 
of God, as preſcrib'd and practis'd in Scriptur q 
we ſhall find the main ſubſtantial Parts of it tÞ' 


be theſe Five : Viz. 1 
re (i 
Prayers, 4 
22 Pp | n 
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The Introduction. 7 
ex- Celebration of the Holy Sacrament of the Body and 
but  Bloodof Chriſt. . „ 
11m. The Method I ſhall take in Diſcourſing of each 
5 of if theſe, ſhall be, * 


Firſt, To ſhew what the Holy Scriptures di- 
cheſe Fe concerning them particularly. 


ately Secondly, 1 ſhall conſider the practice of our 
can-Phurch, with relation to thoſe Directions and 
 PaYWxamples. And, | 

is by Thirdly, The Practice of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
1 Wolters. Wh 

mean 

* SY 
is be- ; 

ſor HNA. I. 

5 Of PRAISES. 

ed di | 

ſhall SECT -L 

| od hat the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concern- 


ing them. 


[rſt then, as to the Praiſes of God, The 
Scriptures both of the Old and New 
er vi Teſtaments require the Uſe of the 
pturſſalms, in offering up Praiſes to God. We find 
it tin the Old Teſtament, 2 Chron. 29, 30. Hezekiah 
liebe King, and the Princes, commanded the Levites to 
ling Praiſes to the Lord with the words of David, and of 
Aſaph, and they ſang with gladneſs. This Com- 
mand of Hezekiah proceeded from God, and was 
approved by him. The ſame way of Praiſing 

ci God continued in the Jewiſh Church till Sor 
VI- 


actis II. 


6 Of Praiſes, &c. Chap. I. 
Saviours time: And after that, we have yet a 
more poſitive Command for the Uſe of them by 
the Apoſtle, Eph. v. 19. Speaking to your ſelves in 
Pſalms and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs. And Col. iii. 
I. Let the words of Chriſt dwell in you richly, in all 
Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; ſinging, and 
making melody, with Grace in your Hearts to the 
Lord. I think there is no room to doubt, but by 
the Pſalms, &c. in theſe places, is meant the 
Book of Pſalms, which the Holy Ghoſt has left 
for this purpoſe to the Church. | 
II. Though the Scriptures recommend to us 
ſinging of Pſalms, yet in ſome Caſes they allow us to 
ſay them. I will not inſiſt on thoſe places of 
Scripture that ſęem to require us to do ſo, ſuch as 
Pſal. cxviii. 2. Let Iſrael now ſay, that his mercy 
endureth for ever : let the Houſe of Aaron now ſay, 
and let them that fear the Lord now ſay, &c. becauſe 
theſe Expreflions being Poetical, may be ſo inter- 
preted, as to mean Singing ; though there is noſ 
Neceſſity of reſtraining the general Command of 
| Saying Or Speaking the Praiſes of God to Singing 
only. We find in Scripture ſeveral - ſacred 
Hymns; particularly of Hannah, the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, Zacharias, and Simeon, and the Saints in 
| Rag Rev. vii. 12. and 11. 17. which are ſaid 
to have been /aid by them reſpectively; and the 
Circumſtances in the Story do not make it prob- J 
able that they were ſung. From all which wel! 
may reaſonably infer, That where People can 
ſing, they are obliged todoit, in Obedience to 
God's Command: But where, through any De-ſt 
fect of Nature or Art, they cannot Sing Decent-ſ! 
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dect. I. How warranted by Scripture. 7 
y, they may be diſpenſed with Saying. Only 
by People ought not by this Indulgence to be en- 
n Fouraged to neglect Singing altogether ; or to 
hink that God doth not require it of them, 
hen by a little Pains or Induſtry they may at- 
ain to the Art of decently performing it in his 
der vice. 

III. Tis certain, the Word of God recommen- 
geth to us Pſalms and Hymns in Proſe, for our 
Praiſing God. If we look into the Songs of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, of Zacharias, or Simeon, we ſhall 
find them all in Proſe; and ſuch are the Songs of 
the Bleſſed, which they are repreſented Singing, 
n the Revelations; particularly Chap. v. 9. and 


s of xv. 3. As to the Hebrew Pſalms, *tis evident, 
ch as that they are Poetical, but the Poetry of them 
nercy conſiſts rather in the Style and Manner of Ex- 
ſay, preſſion, that in any certain Meaſures or Verſes 


hich thoſe that have ſearched moſt narrowly in- 
o them, have not yet been able to diſcover, ſo 
s to ſatisfy an indifferent Reader. But what- 
ever Poetry there may be in them, we cannot 
aging find, by any of the ancient Tranſlations, which 
cred were made uſe of by the Church, in our Saviour's, 
Vir- or his Apoſtles time, or in the Ages immediately 
s in following, that they, or the firſt Chriſtians did 
- ſaidJiing any thing in Verſe; but we are ſure that they 
1 thefſung Hymns in Proſe : So that we have no certain 
prob - [Scriptural Warrant for the Uſe of Verſe or 
h we Metre in the Praiſes of God, | 
can] Perhaps ſome may fanſie, that Verſe or Mez- 


ce to ſſure was not in Uſe in thoſe Countries, and that 


De- therefore they ſang their Songs in Proſe; but 


cent - this is a Miſtake z Poetry and Verſes were then, 
ly and | 


— — 
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0 / Paailes, &c. ' Chap. 
and in thoſe Places where the Pſalms were tran 
lated in great Requeſt 3 and at the higheſt Per 
fection, when the New Teſtament was peaned 
and yet 'we have no Example therein, of thei 

Uſe in the Praiſes of God. i 

And it is very manifeſt, that this proceede 

from Choice, not Neceſlity : For if the Hol 

Ghoſt had thought Verſe neceſſary for Divin 

Pſalms, we may preſume, he would have inſpir 

ed ſome of the Holy Men in Scripture, when eng 

traordinary Gifts were ſo common, either ti 
tranſlate the Pſalms of the Old Teſtament int 

Verſe, or elſe Compoſe ſome of the other Hymn 

that are recorded in the New, after that way 

But neither of theſe having been done, tis at lea 

a Preſumption, that we may Praiſe God as ac} 

ceptably in Proſe, as in Verſe. e 
And there is one thing further to be conſider 

ed, That the Prophets of the Heathen, who pre 
tended to be inſpired, generally wrote their Pro 
| phecies, and their. Hymns to their Gods in Verſe 
1 We know not but this may be one Reaſon, whÞ 
| | the Holy Ghoſt thought fit, that ſuch, as wer 
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inſpired by Him, ſhould decline that way of ReÞ 
cording their Propheſies, or Praiſes. + = 
IV. As the Scriptures preſcribe us the Uſe of 
Pl Pſalms in the Praiſes of God; ſo they encouragg 
As to offer thoſe Praiſes by way of Reſponſes, or Anf 
ſupering: For this, we have the beſt Example: 
that can be deſired, even the bleſſed Angels angc 
glorious Saints: So Ha. vi. 3. And one cryed wuntfl 
8 Anot her, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts. Ange 
Jil the Church triumphant through the whole Kere t 
Luan, is (I think) conſtantly repreſented praliin f 
| | 


ect. I. How warranted by Scripture. 5g 
ran God after this manner. So Chap. vii. 9. where 
pei be Multitude, that repreſent the People cryed aut 
inedWich 4 loud woice (verſ. 10.) Salvation to our God, 
thei ich ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb. And 
hen, The Angels and Elders, who repreſent the 
eede Tlergy, perform their Part, verſ. 12. ſaying, 
Hol Amen; Bleſſing, and Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſ- 
diving ing, and Honour, and Power, and Might be. unto 
nſpir}u®» Gt. V 
n e They are repreſented the ſame way anſwering 
er tine another, Chap. xix. 1. Iheard a great voice of 
t int uch People in Heaven, ſaying Allelujah; this they 
[ymnepeat (ver. 3.) then the twenty four Elders (re- 
way hreſenting, as before, the Clergy )anſwer (ver. 4.) 
t lea men. Alleluja. Then (ver. 5.) 4 Voice came out of 
as ache Throne ſaying, Praiſe our God, Upon which 
ver. 6.) the People reſume their Part, and an- 
aſiderfver, Allelujah : for the Lord Omnipotent reigns. I 
o preſpake no queſtion, but this is taken by Alluſion 
r Proffom the manner of the Church's Praiſing God on 
Verſcharth; and there is nothing in it, but what is 
„ whyprecable to St. Paul's Command, of Teaching 
werd Admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, and Hymns, 
of Red ſpiritual Songs; which ſuppoſes every one to 
he ſhare in them, either by turns, or by bear- 
ſe og a part. | LE 3 . Ca 
ouragg It is obſervable, that the Pſalms contain many 
or Aufcellent Inſtructions and Exhortations, as well 
:zmple$ Praiſes and Prayers, and therefore St. Paul 
1s angcommends them to Chriſtians for their mutual 
ed uniſſtruction and Admonition. It was common 
. Angerefore for one to ſing, and the reſt to hearken 
> Reveſ their Inſtruction. and Edification, as appears. 
raiſingfor. xiv. 31. For ye may all propheſie one by one, 
. B thay 
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10 Of Pꝛaiſes, &c. Chap. I. 
that all may learn and be comforted : Propheſying here 
(as we may fiud from the 26 Verſe of this Chap- 
ter) includes Pſalms as well as Dactrines, Tongues, 
Revelations and Interpretations z and the praiſing 
God one by one, or by turns, amounts to praiſing 
him by way of Reſponſes or Anſwering ; and tho 
theſe Prophets were inſpired, yet it is plain the 
atcd in this according to the ſettled Order ol 
the Church, Yer/. 33. As in all the Churches of th 


God one by one, is an unqueſtionable Preceden 
thar God approves this way in his Praiſes. 
This way of praiſing God by Anſwering on 
another, is the moſt Ancient we find in Scripture 
For thus Miriam praiſed God, Exod. xv. 21 
and Miriam anſwered them, Sing ye to the Lord 
for he hath triumphed gloriouſly, &c. And the lal 
Song recorded in Scripture is of the ſame ſort 
Rev. 19. as is before-mentioned. 
| reckon the Songs, with which the Wome 
of Iſrael received Saul, i Sam. xviii. 7. to be Rel 
gious, and there it 1s expreſly ſaid, That they a 
ſwered one another: And Chap. xxl. 11. Did : 
not ſing one to another ? &c. But whether theſe Song 
were Religious or no, it is certain that the Fran 
andCompoſition of ſome Pſalms are ſuch, as plait 
ly diſcover, that they were deſigned to be ſun 
in Parts, and as much is owned by the beſt Con 
mentators: Such are the 24, and 118. Pſalms. 
It is to be obſerved, that the Law of Moſes ne 
ther preſcribes Pſalms in the praiſes of Ged, n 
Singers, nor the way of Singing: Theſe all ther 
fore are parts of natural Religion, and indeed at 
clenter than the Law, as appears by Exod. x 
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dect. I. How warranted By Scripture. 


hat therefore we find in the Old Teſtament 
oncerning theſe, is either from the immediate 
Preſcriptions and Revelations of God by his Pro- 


Phets, or from the Dictates of Nature, aud not 


ny part of the Ceremonial Law. And *tis obvi- 
dus, that natural Neceſlity will teach any, con- 
idering Man this way of alternate ſinging, or 
anſwering in Parts; for if the Songs be long, as 
ome of the Pſalms are, no one Man's Voice can 
old ont to the end. 18 1 | 
V. The Holy Scriptures recommend to vs the 
ſe of lnſtruments in the praiſes of God; the Pſal- 
iſt frequently uſes and recommends them, and 


re 


he whole Book of Pſalms is concluded with this 


Advice, P,. cl. v. 3. Praiſe him with Jimbrel, prai ſe 
im with ſtringed Inſtruments and Organs, &c. Thus 
Religious Perſons were taught to praiſe God be- 
ore the Law, Exod. xv. 20. And Miriam the Pro- 
heteſs the ſiſter of Aaron, took a Timbrel in her hard, 
and all the Women went after with the T.mbrel,&c.A1.d 
hus the Bleſſed in Heaven are repreſented praiſ- 
ng God, Rev. v. 8. and xiv. 2. The Writers of the 
New Teſtament recommend to us the Pſalms 
hich were the Hymns of the Jewiſh Church, 
ind command us to ling them: And 'tis obſerv- 
able, that the Word we render Sing, James v. 13. 
riginally implyes ſinging with an Inſtrument. Now, 
they had not approved the Jewiſh way of ſing- 
ng them, which was with [nſtruments,they would 
of have uſed a Word that imported it ; nay, it 
not to be doubted, but they would have cauti- 
ned us againſt it; but the uſe of lnſtruments (as 
have ſhewed before in the caſe of Miriam) being 
o part of the ONT: Law, but antecedent 
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to it, ought not to ceaſe without ſome Command 
or Precept condemning it. 3 
VI. Laſtly, The Scripture requires, that we 
underſtand the Praiſes we ſing to God; and this 
warrants our Tranſlating them into the Vulgar 
Tongue: it is a Duty therefore incumbent on the 
Governours of the Church, to procure the P/almi 
to be tranſlated for the Uſe of the People under 
their Charge, and they may expect the Aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit when they attempt it, in Obedi4| 
ence to his Command. But if through humane 
Frailty, any Miſtake, not contrary to Faith 
ſhould creep in, this ought to be no Exception a 
gainſt the Uſe of the Tranſlation, ſince there are 


_ Juch Miſtakes both in the Syriac, Greek, and Latin 


Tranſlations, ſome of which are of great Antiquiſh 
ty, and were uſed by our Saviour himſelf, and 
his Apoſtles. e ee 5 
Theſe are the Directions the Scriptures give us 

for the performance of this firſt Part of the Word 
ſhip of God, which conſiſts in Praiſes, and the 

manner we find them offer'd to him by his Saints 


— 


8 " 
The manner of praifing God publickly, which iff 
: preſcribed and prattiſed by our Church. 


Io as to the manner of offering Praiſe 
| in our Church, it is to be conſidered, 


EF 1. That we are directed to praiſc 
lorifie, andconfeſs to God every Day, in a cet 
Zain number of P/a/zzs of his own Appointments 


. 
4 


„La. II. How practiſed by our Church. 13 
and Wit of the Old Teſtament ; and then in ſuch 
Mymns as are recorded in the New: And to theſe 
we here are added ſuch other Hymns, Confeſſions of 
thisWaith and Thankſgivings, as will appear, by and 
gar, to be agreeable to the general Directions of 
 theEcripture. 1 
ſalmi But in aſmuch as, the Myſtery of the Holy Tri- 
nderſity is more explicitely reveal'd to us under the 
anceWoſpel, than it was to thoſe under the Law; 
bedi-· Therefore our Church has thought fit, to require 
mane with every Pſalm and Hymn to intermix, Glory 
aithS t the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt ;, as 
In av in the Beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be: To 
e argnifie, that we believe, that the ſame God was 
Latifyorſhipped by them, as by us; the ſame God, that 
Liquie$ glorified in the Pſalms, having been from the be- 
„ anMinning Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as well as 
ow : So that our aſcribing this Glory expreſly 
o the Three Pei ſons, in whoſe Name we are Bap- 
1zed, ought not to be taxed as any real Addition 
d the Pſalms, it being only uſed, as a neceſſary 
xpedient to turn the Few:ſh Pſalms into Chriſtian + 
ymns, and to fit them for the uſe of the Church 
ow, as they were before, for the uſe of the Syna- 
ogue 5 which practice, I preſume, can give cauſe 
Exception to none, but Socini ans. 
2. Our Church Orders theſe Pſalms to be ei- 
her Sung or Said, as the people are able to offer 
hem; not being willing to lay a greater re- 
Praiſeraint on them, than the Scripture has done: 
ed, JI which (as 1 have already ſhewed ) we have 
praiſÞxamples for both theſe ways of praiſing God. 
| a cel} 3. They are propoſed to us in Proſe, without 
tmeniany other alteration from the Original, than 
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3 Of Pꝛaiſes, Chap. 1 
what was neceſſary to make them intelligible in 
our Language. | 

4. The People are allowed to hear their part 
in them, and either to ſing or ſay them by way 
of Anſweriag » This is according to the Scrip. 
ture-Examples, but it is not impoſed, except it 
very few Caſes. | 

5- Our Church permitteth the Uſe of ſome 
grave Muſical Inſtruments to regulate the Voicey 
of thoſe that ſing, and to ſtir up their Affections 
which are the Natural Effects of Muſick, and 
ſeem more requiſite in Northern Countries, where 
generally People's Voices are moſt harſh and un 
tuneable, than in other places; but this is not 
impoſed in any Congregation, nor doth any Rule 
of our Church require it, and therefore it is at 
the People's Choice, whither they will uſe the 
help of theſe Inſtruments or no. 


6. This thea is the care our Church. has taken, 
for the publick per formance of the praiſes of God 
and if we bring, grace in our hearts, and an in 
ward ſenſe of the Majeſty of God, and of his 
Mercies towards us, when we come to joyn I 
them, which is our part and duty to do, who can 
ſay that God's praiſes thus celebrated, are not 
according to his Commands, and acceptable top 
him? Ithink it ſufficiently plain, that they arg 
ag:ceable to the Holy Scriptùres, which ought tc 
be our Rule for this, and all other parts of God'y 
worſhip. BN 
I ͤ think no more neceſſary therefore on this 
Head, but with all earneſtneſs, to beſeech youg 
who are of our Communion, to conſider how great 
and important a part, theſe praiſes are, of thq 
| wor] 


ed. III. How practiſed by our Church. 15 
* 1 rorſhip of God, aud to apply our ſelves with all 
le infliligence and Holy Zeal to the performance of it; 

or we never come nearer the Imployment of the 
partWleſſed, than when our Hearts and Mouths are 
wajſiled with the praiſes of our God. 


Crip- 


pt iy CLE IO 2 

a SE ©-T.,- II. | 

ieh The Dißenters manner of Praifing 

tions| God in Publick, 

Bars A Nd now as'to you my Friends and Bre- 
1d un thren, who diſſent from this Worſhip of 


7” ours, give me leave with all calmneſs to 
Rulframine how you perform this great work of 
t is at raiſing God 5 and deſire you to compare ycur 
ſe thhbwa practice in your 9 — Aſſemblies, with 
what you find in your Bibles concerning this Du- 
en FT. . F 
_ I. Your Directory determines it to be the duty of 
an in riftians to praiſe God puvlickly, by ſinging of Pſalms 
of his ether in the Congregation, and that in ſinging Pſalms, 
— he voice is to be tuneable and gravely ordered, and laſt- 
ho car)» That it is convenient that the Miniſter, or ſame 
re noſPrher fit Perſon appointed by him, and the other ruling 
le aer, do read the Pſalm, line by ine, before the fag: 
hey ard thereof, and 'your common practice is to ſig 
ipht to or three Verſes of a Pſalm in Meeter, the Mi- 
£God'Piſter, or Clerk, firſt reading each line, and the 
People ſinging it after. | 
on thi II. Before I proceed to make any Obſervations 
ch you" theſe Rules and Practice to prevent Miſtakes, 
v great deſire you to obſerve, _ | 
of tha. 1. That I do not condema the ſinging of Pſalms 
wor- In Meeter as unlawful. + 2. That 


= . ˙ rp 


165 6 Pꝛaiſes, Chap. ! 
2. That Ltake it for granted, That the Ape 
ſtles and Primitive Chriſtians did praiſe God it 
proſe, and that Meeter and Rhyme are, for ough 
appears, purely of Humane Invention. - 

3. We muſt conſider, that if we take the Pſalm 
(as we uſe them) in proſe, there is not a mori 
exalted piece of Poetry in the World, nor am 
thing better fitted to raiſe in ſerious and well-dif 
poſed People, the moſt devour Affections. Where 
as, if we take them as they are commonly uſed it 
Rhyme, the Force, the Vigour, the Loftineſ 
which are ſo Extraordinary in the proſe-Tranſla 
tion, are almoſt entirely loſt in the Verſe: an 
tho? ſeveral perſons have attempted to Tranſlat: 
them into Engliſh Verſe, yet 1 cannot find, tha 
any one has done Juſtice to the Majeſty of the Ex 
preſſions, and hardly to the Senſe of them. 
III. Having premiſed theſe things, I intreat yo 
to conſider impartially with me, how far thi 
your Practice agrees with the Scripture-Rule. 

1. Then the Scriptures command us to praifſt 
God in Pſalms, and undoubtedly the firſt Chriſti 
ans uſed whole Pſalms at a time. Sometimes the; 
joyned together in ſinging them, as our Saviout 
and his Diſciples did Mat. xxvi. 30. Sometime! 
one only ſung, and the reft attended for their 
Edification as appears from i Gr. xiv. 26. But 
the aforeſaid Method of ſinging the Meeter Pſalm: 
takes up ſo much time, that it is im poſſible to 
praiſe God in whole Pſalms after that manner 
But if we uſe the Pſalms in proſe, according to 
the Order of our Church, the Experience of Good 
Men d»th reſtifie that we may eaſily. paſs through 
them in a Month, with ſeriouſneſs and Ty. 

9 * 


ap. ect. 3. How praftiſed by Diſſenters. 17 
Apoſhrhether we ſing or read them. And to well- diſ- 
od i hoſed Minds no part of God's Service is more agree- 
ovghW{ble or edifying: Whereas ſome Years would not 
erve to that purpoſe, it we ſhould uſe the new- 
nvented way of ſinging a few Verſes. And I 
ueſtion whether all of them were ever yet ſung 
hrough in one Meeting-place, perhaps not in all 
he Meetings of the Kingdom, and yet it muſt be 
onfeſſed, that every one of them was left to the 
hurch, by the Holy Ghoſt, for that uſe, and is 
xrofitable, when thus uſed, for Doctrine, Re- 
roof, Correction, Inſtruction, and Comfort. 
hich plainly proves, that the ſinging of the 
falms in Meeter, is not the Scripture way of 
ſing them. IE _ . 
2. Let me mind you, that in the time of the 
ate Uſurpation, Dr. Manon, a Man of conſider- 
ble Reputation among the Diſſenters, obſerves 
n his Comment on the Epiſtle of St. James, 
ap. V. Verſ. 13. That ſeveral ſcrupled ſinging 
ſalms at all; others objected againſt ſinging them 
n Verſe; this he calleth 4 vain Cavil, yet pro- 
oſeth, if the ſcruple continueth, that ſuch may ſing 
he Rea ding Pſalms, as bath been uſed in Cathedrals, 
nd vouches St. Auſtin and Athanaſius for it; 
which is a plain Confeſſion from this conſiderable 
Perſon, that this way of ſinging is leſs liable to 
xception, than yours. EL TT. 
3. I know it is alledged, that we ought to 
ve. the Pſalms in Verſe for finging, as well as 
e ought to have them in Proſe for reading. But 
have ſhewed already, that Chriſt and his Diſ- 
iples ſung their Hymns in Proſe; and I defire 
on to conſider, n it be neceſſary 3 

, from 
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13 Of Pꝛaiſes, &e. Chap. I. 
from theſe Precedents. We have a Command 
to Tranſlate them (which ſuppoſes into Proſe 
becauſe the Original is fo ) but none to tur 
them into Meeter, which neceſſarily required 
Paraphraſing,changing theOrder of theSentences 
ſometimes adding and leaving out Words; an! 
on thit account ſeems to give Humane Wi 
too great a Liberty, of treating the Word q 
God as Men pleaſe: At leaſt, we muſt acknouwſ 
| ledge, that the Pſalms fo ordered, partake « 
Humane Frailty, and are hardly equal to the bel 
meer Humane Compoſures. When therefor 
we ufe ſuch Pſalms, we ought to uſe them as Hu 
mane Compoſures only, and not as God's Word 
141. And thus they are uſed by our People in our Al 
N ſemblies, not as any main ſubſtantial Part of th 


Worſhip of God, but rather as a voluntary e 

tertainment of Devot ion, and aRefreſhment tot 

People between the parts of the Service; much le 
45 are they allowed by us to juſtle out the Pal 
1 and Hymns appointed by God. 
| 0 4. As to the manner of ſinging the Pſalms 
ö Meeter, at preſent in uſe, both with you and 
in ſome Places, that is, the Miniſter or Clerk 
* reading a line, and the People ſinging it afte 
qo is a great interruption to the Mulick, ande: 
the underſtanding of the Pſalm, by breaking t 
| ſenſe of it, and in that reſpect very inconvenien 
| and is likewiſe a late lavention of your own, nt 
| pl ver vſed by any Foreign Church, either Popil 
| 


. * — — 
0 » . a 


or Reformed, for ought I can find, to this Day 
and has heen taken up to ſupply. the negligea 
and lazieneſs of People, who will not now, 


formerly, be at pains ro get Pſalms by Heart, 


1a. III. How practiſed by Diſſeuters. 19 


LY o much as procure Books, or learn to read them. 
rofl} 5- Notwithſtanding your Directory requires 
ture voice in ſinging Pſalms ro be tuneably and 
-vird ravely ordered, yet you have not only refuſed the 
ence ſe of Inſtruments, (which are a natural means 
auh help the Voice, and make it tuneable, and are 
i ſed by moſt of the Reformed Churches in Europe,) 
ut have alſo determined it to be Unlawful. 


ord ( 

non 1 would entreat you to conſider, that 
ke Mough perhaps it may not be ſo proper to preſs 
46 belle uſe of Inſtruments in the ſervice of God, in 
refolleſe Parts, where fo many, for want of being 
1s Hed to them, have entertained Prejudices againſt 


VordP<m and ſome are uncapable of being affected 
ur Aj chem, yet the making them unlawful, is a- 
of tiainſt Nature and Scripture, and is, on that ac- 
punt, a dangerous Superſtition, and Encroach- 


Try e ha $ | 
totient on Chriſtian Liberty. | 
ch lei 6. The ſame Superſtition and Encroachment 
Pſaln& is, not only to forbear to Praiſe God in ſingiog, 


r ſaying Pſalms and Hymns, by way of Reſpon/es 
r Anſwering, ( of which I have ai ſuch Noble 
recedents ou: of Scripture.) but even to deter- 
ine it to be Unlawful. 
Laſtly, I would entreat you to conſider, That 
praſmuch as appears, you have altogether laid 
ſide the Pſalms in Proſe, and the otherScripture 
ymns, that are of God's immediate Appointment, 
wn, nad for the Uſe of which we have the Example 
popifffour Saviour and his Saints, in ſo much that they 
is Dayſ'< no where uſed by you in the Praiſes of God 
zligenqut in their ſtead you have ſubſtituted, as is be- 
ow, re obſerved, a few Verſes of a Pſalm of Humane 
art, "pure, without Scripture Example or Prece- 
OS”. | C2 dent, 
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-- - oF Pꝛaiſes, &c. Chap. 
dent, and ſing them in a way that has nothing of 
ancient Practice, much leſs Scripture for it, but 
is purely and immediately an Invention of Men. 

IV. The Caſe then between our Church and 
you, in this Point, I think, impartially ſtand 
thus: Our Church praiſes God every Day wit! 
five or fix Pſalms, beſides other Hymns, of H 
Omn Appointment, and in His Own Words and Al 
thod, and yet is deſerted and condemned by yo 

in this very Point, as Teaching for Doctrines the n] 
mandments of Men; whereas you, who only prail 
Him in a piece of a Pſalm of a few Verſes, andi 
a Method of your own finding out, perſwade you 


Ffelves, that you keep the Ordinances of God pure 

and unmixed from Humane Invention. bſe 
This is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered H A 
vou; for as it is eaſie to think what all unprxa 
Judiced Men will judge of it now, ſo we maffforn 
conclude what God will judge of it at the lai 7 


Day. If you in earneſt lay theſe things to heart 
and reflect on them, I perſwade my ſelf, thafftlea! 
they will at leaſt prevail with you, to be maider 
deſt in your Cenſures of us your Brethren ; anſthen 
prevent your Judging, much leſs Condemning uſpeſſio 
or our manner of Praiſing God, as Unaccepſ 1. 
able to him. O 5 | 3 955 n 12 90 


CHAP. IL 
Of PRAYER. 
_—_ 
Phat the Holy Script res preſcribe concern- 
En EW \ 


: E T us now proceed to the Second Main 
Part of the Worſhip o God, in the Pub- 


— lick Meetings of Chriſtians; which I 
bſerved was Prayer, or oy ny | ; 
And if we conſider what Rules, Directions, and 
xamples the Scriptures afford us, for the Per- 
ormance of this Duty, we ſhall find, 
That they direct us to offer up our Prayers in a Set 
md Prepared: Form of Words. That we may more 


haÞlearly judge of this Matter, it will be fit to con- 


ider the ſeveral Parts of Prayer diſtinctly by 
hem 9 3 5 ſuch as Confeſſion, Supplication, Inter- 
eſſton, &c. 5 . 
me Confeſſion of our own Unworthineſs, and of 
od's Mercy, to aggravate it, is commonly look- 
d on as the firſt part of Prayer, and proper to 
ntroduce our Supplications. Now, in ſearching 


the Scriptures, we ſhall find expreſs Command ta. 
uſe a Set Form of Words, in both theſe ſorts of 


feſſuon. So Deut. 26. Zo Thou alt go unto the prieſi 


har ſhall be in thoſe days, and ſay uno him, 1 profeſs 
this day unto the Lord thy Cod, that I am come as 4 
country which the Lord ſware unto our foresfathers ti 


give 


. 


KP 
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give us. And then the offerer was to make hi 
Confeſſion, ver. 5. And thou ſhalt ſpeak and ſay befor 
the Lord thy God, A Syrian ready to periſh was my Fa 
ther, &c. Here we have a Form of . of th 
perſon's Vnworthineſs, and of God's Goodneſs and 
Mercy; together with a Profeſſion of Obedience, ant 
Dependence on Him, - preſcribed by God Him- 
ſelf in Set and prepared Words. | 
The fame appears from Solomon's preſcribing a 
Form of Confeſſion for the penitent 1/raelites, 1 King! 
viii. 47. Which Words we find accordingly ap 
plied in P/al. cvi. 6. and made part of a larger 
Form of Confeſſion, to be uſed in their Captivity, 
( as Solomon deſigned them; ) which appears from 
the 47th Verſe of the ſame Pſalm, ( taken from 
the Form preſcribed by David, 1 Chron. xvi. 35.) 
And Daniel, in his Form of Confeſſion in Captivity 
Chap. ix. 5. uſes the ſame Form ot Words. Fron 
whence it appears, that they were not left ar 
bitrarily to Choice or Diſcretion, though othe 
Words might be joyned with them, when there 
was Occaſion ta Enlarge or Vary the Form. | 
Many of the Pſalms are Forms of Confeſſion, andi 
were uſed and daily repeated by the Jewiſh Church. 2 
Fſal. li. was the Form of Confeſſion David prepar' dhe 
and us'd, for his Murther and Adultery : And he : 
not only uſed it himſelf, but directed it to the 
Maſter of his Choire, to be uſed in the publickf; G 
Service, as appears from the Title of it. Pa, 
Ixxviii. is a general Conſeſſon for the whole Peo-þ,,. 
ple, ſetting forth at large the Mercies of God to ef 
them; and their Ingratitude, Diſobedience andſi; r 
Rebellion : and this not as a Pattern, but as a Set 7H 
Wenn 
rage? | . 


— 


ect. I. How warranted by Scripture. 23 
:rvice. All which ſhew vs, that Addreſſes to 
od in ſuch Forms, are of Divine Inſtitution; and 
ea Warrant tons, that he approves, that our 
feſion ſhould be made to him in that manner. 
2. The Second part of Prayer is Supplication for 
ood Things: And in this Caſe we have like- 
iſe the Commandment of God for a Form of 
Vords, Deut. xxvi. 13, 15. Then thou ſhalt ſay be- 
pre the Lord thy God, Look down from thy holy habita- 
on, from heaven, and bleſs thy people Iſrael, and the 
md which thou haſt gi ven us, as thou ſwareſt unto our 
athers, &c. So Hof. xii. 2. Take with you words, 
nd turn to the Lord your God, and ſay unto him, Take 
way all iniquity, &c. Moſes in the Wilderneſs uf- 
d a Set Form of Words to this purpoſe, and re- 
ommended it to be uſed by theChurch of God for 
ver; as it is manifeſt from Pſal. xc. which has 
his Title, A Prayer of Moſes, the Man of God. When 
ich a Perſon, by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Wed, and left to be uſed by us in our Supplicati- 
*, ſuch a Set and Prepared Form of Words, we 
_\$vght not to doubt, but that that manner of 
þ \ddreſs is acceptable to God. | 
ny 3. The Third Part of Prayer, is Interceſſion in 
of! ry y Gate 

be he behalf of others. Now, Bleſſing is an eminent 
hrt of Interceſſion; and for the Uſe of a Set Form. 
ick f Words in this, we have likewiſe the Commantl 
> f God, Numb. vi. 23. On this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs 
2 e children of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, the Lord bleſs 


| 5 bee, and keep thee, &c. Here we have not only a 


ind leſſing, but an earneſt Interceſſion with God for 
Set 
ick 
zer 


is People, and the Form and Words preſcribed 
y Himſelf, which were not to be uſed by mean, 
Porant People, (who are only now ſuppoſed, by 
b eme 


24 f Paayer, Chap. e 
fone, to need the help of Forms, ) but by Arab 
and his Sons, the Chief Prieſts. From which ne 
may be aſſured, That God approves that mais! 
ner of Addreſs in our Bleſſmgs and Interceſ,nſ»n 
for one another, not only from mean Peoplor 
but from the greateſt. . . 155 1 
4. The fourth part of Prayer conſiſteth in 1 
titiaus for averting Evil, commonly called Den 
cation. Aud for this purpoſe, : we have ſeverher 
Forms preſcribed by God, Joel i. 14. Gather int 
Elders, and all the inhabitants of the Land, into tick. 
houſe of the Lord your God, and ſay unto. the Lorffjave 
Alas, for the day, the Day of the Lord is at han w 
&c. We have God's Command for another Fornſhua 
Joel ii. 17. Let the Prieſts, the minifters of liſh, 5 


Lord, weep between the porch and the Altar, aiicy 
let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give uFvi 
thine heritage to reproach, &c. From whence W. 
clearly follows, that God approves the Uſe © Cr 
a Form in this Part of Prayers, though con [I]. 
monly the moſt earneſt and importunate, anſand 
ſuch as ſeems leaſt to admit of being boundqPÞt t. 


by a Form; ſo that we have the ApprobatidJuſe 
and Commandment of God for the Uſe offfore 
Set Form of words, in all the parts of Praye 
II. And accordingly. we find holy Men of Ge 
though full of Wiſdom, and of his Spirit, uſi: 
the ſame Set Form of Prayer always, on the ſan:. 1 
Occaſion. Thus the Scriptures inform us colÞ Ap: 
cerning Moſes. Numbers x. 35. When the Ark wo 
forward, Moſes ſaid, Riſe up, Lord, and let thſiſte 
enemies be ſcattered, and let them that hate thi for 
flee before thee, And when it reſted, he ſaid, Im, 
turn, O Lord, unto the many thouſands of Iſr act. - e a 

| when 
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hence it appears, that God approves the uſe of 
ae set, conſtant Form of Words, in our Prayers» 
long as the Occaſion of repeating them is the 
ime : For, I preſume, none will ſuſpect, it was 
For want of Words, or of the Spirit of Prayer, that 
oſes confined himſelf to this Form. 
I ſhall add further, that the whole Book of 
ſalms is a Collection of Prayers of all ſorts ; and 
ere are few of them but what are moſt Excel- 
Wnt forms of Prayer, expreſſed in ſuch pathe- 
Ick, fignificant and moving Words, that we 
ave great reaſon to thank God, for furniſhing 
ms with them, and which we can never hope to 
ro}val by any of our own Invention, ſuch are the 
i 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, &c. On this account 
ey were uſed by the Jews, as the conſtant 
ex&rvice and Liturgy performed in their Temple, 
e $ we may gather from what I formerly quoted, 
e @ Chron. 29. 30. 
-onf 111. But perhaps, ſome may think theſe Com- 
anjands and Examples of Set Forms of Prayer, 
adÞt to be a ſufficient warrant to Chriſtians; be- 
tichuſe they are taken out of the Old Teſtament, 
of Ffore the Spirit was poured out in ſo plentiful 
aye] meaſure, as under the Goſpel. I ſhall there- 
Gore proceed to examine the Commands, and 
uſi*amples of the New Teſtament. And here, 
ſanfi. I think, it is certain, that our Saviour and 


26 H Ptayer, Chap. I“ 
"vu count of the Jewiſh worſhip a4 
Much to this that * time. Now our Saviou 
purpoſe might be and his Apoſtles being frequent 
urged out of the ly preſent᷑ at their Service, bot! 
Rabbins z but the in the Temple and Synagogueel 
Author thinks it fe 10 9 7 5 Jnagoßueg 
70 confine himſelf to tis manifeſt they approved th 
Scripture, - manner of addreſling the 
| ſelves to God in a ſet Form Met 
| „„ EG TEST nal 
2. But our Saviour has put this Matter out ©, 
all diſpute with Impartial Men, by preſcribing 
Form to his Diſciples, when they defired him 
teach them to pray as John taught his Diſciples. Ft 
we find his way of Teaching them; was not 
directing them to wait for the Impulſes of t. f 
Spirit, and immediate I piration from God, “ 
what they were to offer up to him: We don 
find him ſaying, When you pray; ſpeak what ſhall! 
come into your Minds, or what ſhall be given you 
that hour, without taking thought about what t 
ſhould ſay ; as he did in another Caſe, that is, whi 
they ſhould he brought before Governours and Ki 
for his ſake, Mat. X.. 19. But in addreſling the 
ſelves to God, he preſcribed them a Form of Wor 
and Commanded them to uſe it, Luke xi. 2. 
be ſaid unto them, When ye pray, ſay, Our Fat 
which art in Heaven, &c. Here is an expreſs Co 
mand of Chriſt to his Diſciples, to uſe theſe Wor: 
when they pray, Our Father, &c. A Comm 
for the Uſe of a Form, ſo plain, that it is imp 
ſible to expreſs it in clearer Terms. © 
Tiis not to be doubted, but Religious perſ 
among the Jews, offer'd up conſtantly prayer,“ 
God, We ſe it in David, Pf. Iv. 17. and 
IV — en 5 7 De 


, 
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Daniel, Chap. vi. 1o. And no doubt the Diſciples 
four Saviour were not wanting in this Duty, 
or in Skill to perform it, ſince we find that other 
Jerout Perſons of their time had their Hours of 
Prayer, as we ſee in Acts iii. 1. Therefore, what 
hey deſired of our Saviour, was not to teach them 
dſolutely, or in general, to Pray, but to teach 
em to pray, as John alſo taught his Diſciples; 
at 1s, to give them a Form of Prayer proper to 
is Inſtitution, as they ſaw the Diſciples of Moſes 
d Fohn had proper to theirs. Upon which our 
wiour gave them the Lord's prayer, as a Summary 
fthe main Points of his Doctrine, and as a con- 
ant Badge of their being his Diſciples. As if 
ſhould have ſaid, Whenever you offer up to God 
ur uſual prayers, which Rel gious Cuſtom has taught 
u, 4s Jews, and Diſciples of Moſes, or of John, 
bether in Secret or Public; add this always to your o- 
er prayers, for a continual Remembrance to you, of 
oſe Duties, Privil 77 and Qualifications, which 
Vong to you, as My Diſciples; and as a Means of ob- 
ining Grace ſrom your Heavenly father, to enable you 
perſevere in them. The Lord's- Prayer is therefore 
Badge of our Profeſſion, impoſed by Chriſt him- 
f, and to be uſed by Us, as we would be ac- 
unted his Diſciples. _ F 
Neither will ſaying the Subſtance of it, in other 
Fe of our own Tnvention, anſwer the Intent of 
Im is Command ; Since, e Rnpes 
#1. We are ſure, the Subſtance of the Prayer is 
It by Ohriſt in the moſt appoſite aud compre- 
five Words, that ate poſſible; and therefore 


) af 


— olly to lay them aſide for others, is plainly to 
an line the Choice of Words that Chriſt has made 
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28 Of Paper, Chap. II ec 
for us, and ſubſtitute leſs appoſite of our own 
to expreſs thoſe Petitions in. 

2. The more particularly any thing is Com 
manded in the worſhip of God, we ought to b 
the more careful to obſerve it; and may be th; 
more confident, that God is pleaſed with ou 
performance of it. Since therefore we are pain 
ticularly Commanded, when we pray, to ſayſſur 
Our Father, &c. what ever other Prayers we offe 
to God, this ought not to be omitted. ut 

3. In general, we are Commanded to offer y 
our Deſires to God; and in particular, to offiſenc 
this Prayer. Theſe Commands agree very welh r 
together, and therefore the one ought not t 
juſtle out the other. To lay aſide the Prayq; 
particularly Commanded by Chriſt, for othe 
of our own compoſing, in purſuance of the generYom 
Command, is too apparently to prefer our oo 
Inventions to God's Commands. ce 

4. When we take the Liberty to word oem 
own Prayers, we may forget ſome things; Wive 
may mix our own Frailties and Weakneſs in off m 
Petitions; and this too often appears both Þreſc 
the Matter and Wording of them. The wiequ 
therefore to Supply theſe Defects, and to obtq I. 
Pardon for our Infimities, is, to uſe our Lorq;f ou 
perfect Prayer, not only as a Pattern for Pray. / 
( as ſome would have it) but likewiſe as a Foſawf 
neceſſarily to be uſed, to correct what may Foul 
amiſs or/defective in our own Prayers. ubſt 

5. They who lay aſide the words of the Lonfray 
Prayer, are in danger to lay aſide ſome of the Sire p 
ſtance of it alſo; particularly theSubſtance of tis it 
Petition, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes,as we forgive thy a 
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Int treſpaſs againſt us: For many who lay aſide 
e Lord's Prayer, do neither in Terms nor 
abſtance offer this Petition to God; nay, are ſo 
Ir from making this the Condition of their 
ardon, as Chriſt has taught us, that they pub- 
ckly diſpute againſt the Form for this very rea- 
ba 3 tho? Chriſt, who forſaw the Objection which 
ur Corruptions would be apt to make, has an- 
ered it,and bound it upon us indiſpenſably as our 
Duty, to ask Fotgiveneſs on theſe and on no other 
erms; Mat. vi. 15. And indeed, if ſuch a Sen- 
Fence had been preſcrib'd by our Lord, to be on- 
repeated by Chriſtians once, or oftner every 
day, it would have ſeemed, but what was neceſ- 
ry to mind them ofthat peculiar and indiſpen- 
Able Duty of their Profeſſion. We ſee the Wiſ- 
om of the Ancients thonght fit to reduce their 
Poctrine or Inſtruttions into Proverbs, or ſhort Sen- 
mces to be got by Heart, and kept continually in 
Wemory, as of great influence for guiding Mens, 
Lives and Actions; and ſuch Sentences muſt be 
$i: much greater influence, when repeated in the 
reſence of God, as theſe in our Lord's prayer are 
equired to be. | 
bt] Laſtly, This Prayer being given us as a Badge 
orqf our Profeſſion, as a Summary of our Duty as 
ayÞriſtians, and a Form of ſound words, it is no more 
Faawful to alter it, than to lay it aſide; and it. 
ay fould be the ſame preſumption and hazard to 
ubſtitute other Words inſtead of Chriſt's; in this 
Lorfrayer, which we are oblig'd always to uſe, when 
> Sire pray, as to change the words of our Creed; or 
f tis it would be in a Battel to change theWerd given. 
ea General, or any part of it, and to retain only 
; . dhe 
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the ſame word expreſſes both theſe different word; 


fore God; and lift up their Voices, and wept ſore, an 
ſaid; O Lord God of Iſracl, why is this come to pdf it 


39 f Prayer, Chap. Il, 
the Signification of it. From all which *tis ma. 
nifeſt, that God has required Forms of Prayer to 
be uſed by us, both in the Old and New Teſta 
NOS . oY 
As to the. difference we find in the Lord's Prayer 
as delivered by St. Matthew and St. Luke, tis td 
be obſerved, that our Saviour ſpake in the Syriackh 
or vulgar Hebrew, and the Evangeliſts write theii 

Goſpels in Greek: Now in the Syriack, one ant 


which the Evangeliſts uſe in the ſame Petition, at 
Debts and Treſpaſſes, &c. So that it is no real but 
a ſeeming difference between them; all the dif h 
ferent words being the ſame in the Original Lan 
guage in which our Saviour ſpa ke. nao 
IV. As we have the Command of God, and th;. 
Example of his Saints, for offering up our Prayer, F 
to Him, in a ſet and prepared Form of Words, K 
we have the like Example for joyning Voices, upo! Spit 
occaſion, in offering theſe Words. Generally it ih... 
ſufficient, that the People join in their Heart 
with the words of publick prayers, yet the Scrip be 
tures warrant alſo, on ſome Occaſions, their join, 
their Voices. pee 5 Py, 
- I. Thus we find the People of 77ae! addreſſing. . 
themſelves to God, Judges xxXi. 2. And the peopifp... 


came to the Houſe of God, and abode there till even bee 
CO! 


On 


U 
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in Iſrael, c. TR rs t 
2. In Hymns and Pſalms (which are alſo prayſixe 
ers in great part, as I noted before) the Peopl Ileſ 
are generally allowed by all, ( as being fully wa oge 
ranted by Scripture) to join their Voices. 11 They 
, | | q n 
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o/es and the Children of 1rael ſung unto the 
ord, Exod. xv. I. ES oy OL Wk 
3. In the New Teſtament we have an eminent 
vample of this practice, As iv. 24. when the 
\ poſtles and their Diſciples liſt up their Voice to 
od with one accord, and ſaid, Lord thou art God, 
"Wc. If this Prayer was immediately inſpired, as 
ſeems it was, then the whole Aſſembly was in- 
pired together, not only to think the ſame Thing, 
ut likewiſe to utter the ſame Words; and the 
pirit of God by it, has atteſted the fitneſs and 
lecency of a whole Congregation's pronouncing 
he ſame prayer together. If it had not been 
onvenient that this ſhould be ſometimes praiſed 


ziven us this Example. If the People were al- 

Ways to join in their Hearts only, with our pub- 
Mick prayers, it would have been fo here, for the 
Poꝶppirit ofGod wou'd not have led them to do an in- 


it ecent thing, or a thing unfit for God's Worſhip. 
a 4. St. Paul and Silas joined alſo their Voices in 


heir Prayers, as we may ſee from Act. xvi. 25. 
Vid at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and ſung 
Praiſes unto God, and the Priſoners heard them: | 
1 now it may be alledged, That they ſung their 
*PPrayers, which they offered up to God on this 
p be dccaſion, and on that account joined their Voices. 
N confeſs the Original favours this Inference; but 
Lt it be allowed, that the Apoſtles ſung their Pray- 
rs together, it muſt be allowed that they might 
TiYYikewiſe' ſay them together: For we find the 
oplfpleſſed in Heaven offering not only their Praiſes 
W"Fogether, but their Prayers alſo; ſo Rev. vi. 10. 
hey cryed with a loud Voice, ſaying, How long, 0 
; | Lora, 
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n our Chriſtian Aſſemblies, God would not have 
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dureth for ever, the uſual Form of praiſing, ſo oftet 


ſhare of the Service, Chap. vii. And God gives hi 


Lord, Holy and True, doſt thou not Fudge and Auen 
our Blood, &c. From all which it is manifeſt, thier 
we are warranted by the Examples of GodWot 
People, both in the Old and New Teſtament, ti 
Join our Voices, as well as our Hearts, in ſomMii 
of our publick Supplications to God; and taugh 
that this practice is no new Invention of Men. 

V. If we conſult the Scripture, we ſhall find 
that it is the Prieſt's part to make publick Inter 
ceſſion for the People; but yet ſo, that the Pec 


ple ought to bear a part by themſelves, and ant! 
ſwer in the Service, which we commonly ca 2. 
Reſponſes. St, ipy 


1. They are commanded to do it, P/al. cy 
48. where, after the prayers and praiſes of whic 
the Pſalm conſiſts, are ended, it is added, Lis 
all the people ſay Amen, praiſe the Lord; and accord 
ingly we find, I Chron. xvi. 36. that the Peop 
ſaid Amen, and praiſed the Lord. And this is mor 
ſignally obſerved, in that ſolemn Service at thi 
Dedication of Solomon's Temple, where we find 
firſt the Prieſts and Levites praiſing God, 2 Chron 
V. 13. and ſaying, For he is good, for his mercy 


repeated in the Pſalms, particularly in the cxxxv 
which was probably uſed at that time. Ther 
Solomon who built the Temple, performed anothe 
part of the Service, Chap. vi. 3. He bleſſed, Firlf{cri 
the People; Secondly, He bleſſed and thankeQder 
God for his Mercy. And Laſtly, offer'd thaſde r 
Divine Prayer of Dedication, which we find itſrir e 
that Chapter. Then follow the burnt Offeringfthe 
and Sacrifices, which were peculiarly the Prieſt Foof, 


A 


ct. I. How warranted by Scripture. 33 
pprobat ion of their Praiſes, Prayers, and Of- 
rings, by ſending down Fire from Heaven to 
onſume their Sacrifices : And then, laſt of all, fol- 
os the People's part which they perform, oy 
mii. 2. They en 2 — wary faces tot , 
round the pavement, aud worſhi and praiſe 

ve Lord, Tides 3 he is good, for l Mercy TT 
r ever. This Service was ordered by the Spirit 
fGod, and plainly ſhews us, that he approved 


d themſelves, in his Worſhip. wa 

2. If it be ſaid, that this was the way of Wor- 
ipping, God under the Law, which is now. a- 
liſhed and unlawful, as well as the other Levi- 
icical Ceremonies : The Apoſtles have anſwer'd 
us, by continuing this practice in the Chriſtian 
urch, and (by admitting the People to bear a 
rt in the publick Service, and to anſwer to_the 
ayers,) have aſſured us, that this is no legal a- 
liſhed Ceremony. This is manifeſt from 1 Cor. 
Jv. 16. Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the Spirit, how 
ll be, that eccupieth the room of the wnlearned, [ay 
y enfimen, 47 thy givin of thanks ? which ſhews, that 
freqſen the unl 2 had a part aſſigned them in 
xviſſe Chriſtian Aſſemblies, It may be added to this, 
'heqfſhat I obſerved before, (Chap. 1. Se. 1. N. 4.) of 
theſſe Reſpernſes in praiſing God, and of the Worſhip 
'irſFcribed in the Revelations, where the Angels and 
keQders repreſenting the Clergy, and the Multi- 
thaſde repreſenting the People, bear each of them 


1 igeir diſt inc parts; in alluſion to what was done 
ingſ the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. And this is a clear 
2 vof, that the People bore K part, and anſfetel 
] | I |; ; N 
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f the People's having a ſhare or part, peculiar 
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Lord, Holy and True, doſt thou not Fudge and Aven 
our Blood, &c. From all which it is manifeſt, thi 
we are warranted by the Examples of God 
People, both in the Old and New Teſtament, t 
Join our Voices, as well as our Hearts, in ſom 
of our publick Supplications to God; and taugh 
that this practice is no new Invention of Men. 

V. If we conſult the Scripture, we ſhall find 
that it is the Prieſt's part to make publick Intec 
ceſſion for the People; but yet ſo, that the Pec 
ple ought to bear a part by themſelves, and a 
ſwer in the Service, which we commonly cal 
Reſponſes. 

1. They are commanded to do it, Pſal. cyl 
48. where, after the prayers and praiſes of whic 
the Pſalm conſiſts, are ended, it is added, I 
all the people ſay Amen, praiſe the Lord; and accord 
ingly we find, I Chron. xvi. 36. that the Pep 
ſaid Amen, and praiſed the Lord. And this is mor 
ſignally obſerved, in that ſolemn Service at th 
Dedication of Solomon's Temple, where we fin 
firſt the Prieſts and Levites praiſing God, 2 Chron 
v. 13. and ſaying, For he is good, for his mercy e 
dureth for ever, the uſual Form of praiſing, ſo ofte! 
repeated in the Pſalms, particularly in the cxxxvi 
which was probably uſed at that time. Ther 
Solomon who built the Temple, performed anothe 
part of the Service, Chap. vi. 3. He bleſſed, Fir 
the People; Secondly, He bleſſed and thankel 
God for his Mercy. And Laſtly, offer'd that 
Divine Prayer of Dedication, which we find iſfei 


that Chapter. Then follow the burnt Offerinęſ the 
and Sacrifices, which were peculiarly the Prieſt oof, 
ſhare of the Service, Chap. vii. And God gives „ F 


ct. I. How warranted by Scripture. 33 
pprobation of their Praiſes, Prayers, and Of- 
rings, by ſending down Fire from Heaven to 
ynſume their Sacrifices : And then, laſt of all, fol- 
"ws the People's part which they perform, Chap. 
ii. 2. They bowed themſelves with their faces to the 
ound upon the pavement, aud worſhipped and praiſed 
je Lord, ſaying, he is good, for his Mercy endureth 
r ever. This Service was ordered by the Spirit 
fGod, and plainly ſhews us, that he approved 


themſelves, in his Worſhip. AT 
2. If it be ſaid, that this was the way of Wor- 
ipping God under the Law, which is now. a- 
liſhed and unlawfol, as well-as the other Levi- 
al Ceremonies : The Apoſtles have anſwer'd 
is, by continuing this practice in the Chriſtian 
urch, and (by admitting the People to bear a 
rt in the publick Service, and to anſwer to the 
ayers, ) have aſſured us, that this is no legal a- 
liſhed Ceremony. This is manifeſt from 1 Cor. 
v. 16. Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the Spirit, how 
l be, that eccupieth the room of the wnlearned, [ay 
en, at thy giving of thanks ? which ſhews, that 
en the unlearned had a part aſſigned them in 
e Chriſtian Aſſemblies. It may be added to this, 
"heat I obſerved before, (Chap. 1. Seck. 1. N. 4.) of 
theſſe Reſponſes in praiſing God, and of the Worſhip 
Tir lFicribed in the Revelations, where the Angels and 
ders repreſenting the Clergy, and the Multi» 

de repreſenting the People, bear each of them 
Fir diſtin parts ; in alluſion to what was done 
the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. And this is a clear 
of, that the People bore a part, and anſyeted 
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the People's having a ſhare or part, peculiar 
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34 Of Prayer, Chap. 
to the Bleſſings and Prayers of him that officia 
ed, ever ſince the Chriſtian Worſhip was eſti 
bliſhed. * 4 | — 


* 


SECT. II. 
The Rules and Practice of our Church, concer 
PO. EET 1 


Aving thus ſeen the Directions and Et 
amples, which the Scriptures afford 
| for the publick performance of o 
Prayers to God, let us now conſider the Wo 
ſhip of our Church, and compare it with then 
both as to the Words and Matter of our Prayer 
and to the Comfort of us, who are of this Conf; 
munion, it will clearly appear, 4. 
1. That there is not one thing we ask of G 
in them, which he has not particularly dire 
us to ask, or any thing for which we ought i 
pray, that it is omitted. This Advantage 
ave towards the proof of this Point, that off 
Prayers are fixed and ſtated, and may be examil 
ed by all, that have a mind to be ſatisfy d in the! 
An Advantage we gain by putting them into. 
ſet and prepared Form of Words, according 
the Commands of God, and the Examples of Ha 
Men; whereas *tis impoſſible for fuch as uſe one 
er tempore prayer, thus to jaſtify their Servich.:. 
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becauſe their Prayers are altogether uncertaiſſi t. 
and depend og the preſent Thoughts of tn, m 
Speaker.” : \ 7 | 3 | GS 3 v*s > 
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2. Our Church requires the People to join their 
7oices with the Miniſter in ſome of the prayers, 
"W which they are more particularly concerned, 
d which ſeem of the moſt general, and greateſt 
oment, ſuch are the general Coirfeſſions of Sin, 
id the Lord's Prayer. = 

3. Our Church has aſſigned for the People ſome 
ort Anſwers, or. Reſponſes to our prayers, 
Whereby they may be ſtirred up to Attention, 
d ſignifie their Concurrence with the Miniſter. 
hus to every Prayer and Bleſſing they are oblig- 
d to anſwer Amen, as we find the People did 
1 the Church of Corinth ; and to join unanimouſly 
1 ſome other ſhort Ejaculations, to implore 
z0d's Mercy, or beſeech him to hear us. In all 
hich, I have already ſhewed, we have the war- 
Int of Scripture; and it. is plain to any one, that 
in be at the pains to conſider our Service, that 
e have taken the Rules thereof from Scripture, 
nd have not invented a Service out of our own' 
Heads; and then (as is too often the Cuſtom of 
movators )- endeavoured to make the Scripture 
omply with it. The firſt Reformers of our 
hurch would never have retain'd and prepar'd 
orms of Prayers, had they not found ſuch in 
ripture: They would never have required the 
F-ople to join their Voices in ſome Prayers, and 
Fer to others, if the Examples of Scripture 
and not led them to it. They profeſſed, and 
"Heir Deſign was to make the word of God 


Clat 


4 eir Rule; and we ſee how exactly they conform- 
＋ to it in theſe particulars. I wiſh I could ſay 


. much, for all other ways of Worſhip among 
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36 
SECT. III. 
The Practice of thoſe who differ from U 


1. A ND herel muſt intreat you of my Dit 
ceſs, who Diſſent from Our Worſhip 
50 ſeriouſly to conſider with me, whi 
it is, which you have ſubſtituted in the place: 
theſe things which you have intirely laid aſid 
tho* ſo expreſly directed and warranted by Scrij 
ture; and examine whether your way have a { 
lid foundation in God's word. I ſhall endeavor 
to repreſent. it with all fairneſs and impartialit) 
and leave you to judge, as God ſhall direct yo 
and as you will anſwer it at the laſt day. 
And here [ find that ſome of your Writers ar*” 
of Opinion, That the Spirit of prayer is given to all t 
Cyildren of God in ſome meaſure, for enabling thei 
Hearts to conceive, and their Tongues to expreſs conv 
nient deſires to God; and that therefore Forms 0 
prayer are of no neceſſary uſe, either in Public 
or Private; on the contrary, that they ſtint thi 
Spirit, and hinder Men from ſtirring up, or u 
ing the gift that God has given them. | 

2. Others of you go further, and affirm thaſſi, 
all Forms of prayer are unlawful to Chriſtians, an 
that therefore it is a ſin to joyn in a Worſhip 
where they are uſed, or to be preſent at it. 

3. That the Miniſter is the Mouth of the Con 
gregation, and that he only is to ſpeak publickl) 
to God in the behalf of the people, and that the) 
are not to join their Voices, but their Hearts ol 
ly with him. ; | 1 
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ect. III. How praftiſed by Diſſenters, 37 
Upon theſe Principles you forſake our Wor- 
ip, and many of you think it is a fin, to be ſo 
uch as preſent, at our Religious Aſſemblies. It 
US$ of great importance therefore, that you ſhould 
nderſtand, what the Scriptures determine -in 
is matter; for if our Worſhip ( which you thus 


thi@rſake) be plainly enjoyned by Scripture (as I think 
have made it ſufficiently appear; ) and if theſe 
e Hrinciples of your Worſhip, and your Practice, 


Wrſuanc to them, have no Foundation in Scrip- 
re; I cannot ſee, how You, can anſwer your for- 
king Our Aſſemblies, to God and your own Con- 
ronWFicnces. Let us then conſider each of theſe Prin- 
ples'apart. | =” 
II. And firſt, for that Poſition of your Dire- 
ory, That the Spirit of Prayer is given to all the Chil- 
aH en of God in ſome meaſure, for enabling their Hearts 
conceive, and their Tongues to expreſs convenient 
Weſires to God; I entreat you to conſider, what 
romiſe' or Foundation it has in Scripture. I pro- 
to you ſeriouſly, That upon the ſtricteſt Eu- 
iry I could make, I never could find any ſuch 
omiſe made to all the Children of God, in the Old, 
New Teſtaments, neither did I ever, meet any; 
iſenter, that was able to ſhew any ſuch Pro- 
Wiſe, to furniſh us with Words in Prayer, with- 
It the uſe of ſet and ꝓremeditated Forms. If 
en there be none ſuch, as we may be well aſſur- 
there is not, was it not too much preſumption 
the Compilers of your Dire#ory, to obtrude this 
ctrine on the World, or perſwade People to 
Fpend on it, and neglect the help of Forms, which 
e Scripture preſcribes, and recommends to us ? 
ay, as there is no Promiſe for ſuch extraordina- 
od adds Do gona ry 


conceiv d, extemporary, or unpremeditated Pr 
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ry Aſſiſtance to all the Children of God to Conceiy 
Prayer, ſo neither is there any Command in Scrip 
ture, requiring us to-worſhip. or pray to God in 


e 


er; or ſo much as an Example in a. ſetled or 
dinary Congregation where it was practiſed. | 
then you can ſhew none of theſe in the holy Scry 
tures, neither Promiſe nor. Command, tis a. plail 
caſe, that this Doctrine is a meer Invention of 
Men, and the Worſhip built on it, a Vanity, in th 
fenſe of our Saviour, Mark vii. 7. If my deſig: 
were only to confute an Adverſary, what I hay 
already ſaid, were ſufficient; but this Spirit » 
Prayer, is a point of ſuch Conſequence, that 
hope it will be both grateful, and inſtructive, tt 
the Readers of all ſorts, to explain it to them, an 
ſet it in as clear a light as I can; which I ſhall dj 
under the following Heads. - 8 
III. 1. Firſt therefore I doubt not but it will h 
granted, Tnat whoever præyeth to God with Faith 
Sincerity, Fervency, Love, Humility, Conformity 
God's Will, Underſt anding and Decency of Expreſſ 
en, prays Acc eptabhy to Hin, and is endowed with 
the Spirit of Prayer ;, and whoever prays with 
out theſe, does want it. ; 

2. I ſuppoſe no man of fimſelf can attain theſ 
Graces, thatare requiſite to make our Prayers Ac 
ceptable, and that therefore we muſt have ti 
Aſſiſtance of God's Spitit, to beget them in us. I., 

3. I ſuppoſe, that it is poſſible for a Man to'® 
acquire by natural means, and Ability, to xe | ny 
kimſelf decently in Prayer; tho he cannot 10 ac o 
quire Faith, or any other inward Grace; ſa thay 


7 
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, ect. III. Hom praftiſed by Diſſenters. 39 
1 hecency of Expreſſion is the loweſt part of the gif 
uf Prayer, and not always a part of it. 9 
I fay, that one Praying by a Ferm may have 
or Nheſe Qualifications, and therefore his Prayer 
. ay be acceptable to God, and proceed from his 
| jrit. EIS ON . 41 
This may be proved to the Diſſenters, 1. From 
he Aſſemblies Larger Catechiſm, which 2cknow- 
ages it: For when the'Queſtion is put, How 
the Lord's Prayer to be uſed? The Anſwer is, 
We Lord's Prayer is not only for Direction, as 4 Pat- 
* according to which we are to make our Prayers, but 
ay be alſo uſed as a Prayer, ſo that it be done with 
nder ſtanding, Faith, Reverence, and other Graces, 
ceſſary to the right Performance of the Duty of Prayer. 
1 4 Many of the Pſalms are (as I obſerved before) 
rms of Prayer, and the Diſſenters make no ſcru- 
Ie to turn theſe Forms of Prayers into Meetre, 
nd then ſing them Line by Line after the Mini- 
y er. As for Example: The firſt Verſe of the 
„in Pſalm, run thus, in the Tranſlation they uſe, 


ive ear unto my words, O Lord, 
my meditation weigh: e 


hell Hear my loud cry, my King, my God » 
For Ito thee will pray. * : 


his is as much a Form of Prayer, as any in the 
any, and by their uſing it as they do, they plain- 
J practiſe Praying by a Form: And do further al- 
allow, That Prayers, as well as Praiſes, may 
Foffered to God with ſinging, and that they may 
Per their Forms of Prayer after the Miniſter 
- 10h what Reaſon then can it be ſaid againſt us, 
. „ That 
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he who from this Principle offers up his Deſires ti 


40 Of P2ayer, Chap. III 
That a Form of Prayer ſung in Verſe, and after thi 
Miniſters Reading it, is Commendable ; but th 
ſame ſaid or ſung in proſe, is unlawful ? 

5. Extemporary conceived Prayers, may wal 
theſe ſpiritual qualifications of Prayer, as I beliei 
will not be denied by thoſe that contend moſt fe 
them, and they often are manifeſtly deficient 
being ſometimes performed without Reverence 
Decency of Expreſſion, and by ſome, even witt 
out Underſtanding ; and where theſe Qualificati 
ons are found, others may be wanting. TI 
Scriptures obſerve, That a Man may make lon 
Prayers, and yet have a Mind diſpos'd to devo 
Widows Houſes. He may want Faith, Humility, Fer; 
vency, and Affance in God, and yet be able to pr 
without a Form : And therefore ſuch Prayers -arſerc 
not always Acceptable to God. I” 

6. Therefore when God promiſes the Spirit t 
Grace and of Supplications to his People, Zach. xljre, 
10. this promiſe doth not extend to enable al-h 
Men who are God's Children, to conceive wii. 
their Hearts, and expreſs with their Mouths, conf y- 


venient Deſires, without a Form: for as I ſhew:/ 


ed before, every one to whom God gives a Heart 
and Diſpoſition to pray, has the Spirit of Prayer, an 


God in a Form, prays acceptably ; and he that of 
fers them without that principle, tho' he do i 
in unpremeditated and extemporary Words, | 
rejected, and therefore the Spirit of Prayer is thi 
Grace, the Heart, the Diſpoſition and Ability tq; 
pray, and whether it be with, or without a Forn 
ſuch a Man's Prayers are acceptable to God; an 
:tis greatly ſuperſtitious to think or teach ob 

; J . f will 


iſe. If God give us a Heart to pray, and by his 
rovidence hath provided us a Form to expreſs our 
fires in, or enable us to make one, tis ſufficient, 
d we ought to be thank fu. 
7. In confirmation of this Account of the Si- 
t of Prayer, we may further obſerve, 
1. That noWorſhip is acceptable to God, that is 
dt offer d to Him i Spirit and Truth, Fobn iv. 24. 
d therefore the Scriprure recommends to us Præy- 
in and by the Spirit; but that praying with 
e Spirit doth not ſignifie extempor ary , un- 
emeditated Prayers, or exclude Forms , will 
pear from 1 Cor. xiv. 15. J will pray with the 
Tit, I will pray with the Underſtanding, Twill ſin 
the Spirit, I will ſing with the Onder tar ding ale 
re we find ſinging with the Spirit, as well as pray- 
with it; and whoever ſings otherwiſe, doth 
t worſhip God as he ought ; but. tho? we ate o- 
, xiYzed to ſing with the Spirit, yet we muſt and 
ht to ling in the Gngregation, with a ſet Form 
rds, and therefore for the 41 Reaſon, tho? 
ray with the Spirit, we may pr a ſet and pre- 
1 * of N The Hoſt 2 8 
iſt of a ſet Form of impoſed Words, and ſo may 
e moſt ſpiritual Prayers. Praying therefore with 
Syirit in this place, is ſo far from meaning, or 
ag an Argument for the Uſe of extemporary 
Wremeditated Prayers, that it is rather an Ar- 
nent againſt them: For either we are obliged 
It to ſing to God in extemporary Hymns, or we 


Formyers ; ſince it is unreaſonable to interpret ſaꝶg- 
3 an % the Spirit, in one ſenſe, and praying with the 
their i in a contrary. © - n 
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That a Form of Prayer ſung in Verſe, and after thi; 
Miniſters Reading it, is Commendable ; but th 
ſame ſaid or ſung in proſe, is unlawful ? 

5- Extemporary conceived Prayers, Wal 
theſe ſpiritual qualifications of Prayer, as I beliey 
will not be denied by thoſe that contend moſt fo 
them, and they often are manifeſtly deficient 
being ſometimes performed without Reverenced 
Decency of Expreſſion, and by ſome, even witt 
out Underſtanding ; and where theſe Quahficati 
ons are found, others may be wanting. Thi 
Scriptures obſerve, That a Man may make lo 
Prayers, and yet have a Mind diſpos'd to deva 
Widows Houſes. He may want Faith, Humility, Fe 
vency, and Affance in God, and yet be able to pri 
without a Form: And therefore ſuch Prayers à 
not a/ways Acceptable to God. 

6. Therefore when God promiſes the Spirit i 
Grace and of Supplications to his People, Zach. xo 
10. this promiſe doth not extend to enable AH 
Men who are God's Children, to conceive wii. 


venient Deſires, without a Form: for as I ſhey 
ed before, every one to whom God gives a Hea 
and Diſpoſition to pray, has the Spirit of Prayer, an 
he who from this Principle offers up his Deſires i . 
God in a Form, prays acceptably ; and he that on 
fers them without that principle, tho? he do ihre 
in unpremeditated and extemporary Words, iſe! 
rejected, and therefore the Spirit of Prayer is tit t 
Grace, the Heart, the Diſpoſition and Ability ti no 
pray, and whether it be with, or without a Formgje! 
ſuch a Man's Prayers are acceptable to God; al n; 
:tis greatly ſupexſtitious to think or teach on Tt il 
a | ee 4 
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iſe. If God give us a Heart to pray, and by his 

Wrovidence hath provided us a Form to expreſs our 

Wcſires in, or enable us to make one, tis ſufficient, 

d we ought to be thank ful. 

7. In confirmation of this Account of the Si- 

/ Prayer, we may further obſerve, 

1. That noWorſhip is acceptable to God, that is 

e apt offer d to Him in Spirit and Truth, Fobn iv. 24. 

d therefore the Scripturerecomments to us Prgy- 
in and by the Spirit; but that praying with 

We Spirit doth not ſignifie extempor ary , un- 

emeditated Prayers, or exclude Formg , will 

vouhpear from 1 Cor. xiv. 15. J will pray with the 

wit, I will pray with the Underſtandins, I will fin 


ph the Spirit, I will ſing with the Under St ar ding alſo. 
5-arſere we find ſinging with the Spirit, as well as pray- 


with it; and whoever ſings otherwiſe, doth 
t worſhip God as he ought ; but tho? we are o- 
ged to ſing with the Spirit, yet we wuſt and 
ght to ling in the Cmpregation, with a ſet Form 
Words, and therefore for the ſame Reaſon, tho? 
ray with the $ irit, we may pr a [et and re- 
0 Firm of” . The . Soars 
iſt of a ſet Form of impoſed Words, and ſo may 
e moſt ſpiritual Prayers. Praying therefore with 
Sirit in this place, is ſo far from meaning, or 
1g an Argument for the Uſe of extemporary 
remeditated Prayers, that it is rather an Ar- 
ent againſt them: For either we are obliged 
it to ſing to God in extemporary Hymns, or we 
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ty ta not obliged to pray to Him in extemporary 
Formyers ; ſince it is unreaſonable to interpret f- 


; Aud n+ the Spirie, in one ſenſe, and praying with rhe 
then in a coutrary. 1 
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2. And to confirm this farther, we find the mol 
ſpiritual Perſons addreſſing themſelves to God if 
Forins ;, ſodid Moſes, (» did David, as | obſerve 


W. 


before; and ſo did our Saviour himſelf on the Croſs 4 
when in his Agony he repeated the firſt Verſe « 8 | 
P/al. xxii. in Syriack, and as ſme believe the wh 


Pſalm ;, by which Act, He recommendeth to 
Forms of Prayer in his dying Breath, as the mo 
proper means of expreſſing our condition to Gol 
and as moſt ſuitable to the Divine Vajelty ; a 


therefore praying in the Spirit, Epheſ. vi. 1 2 
Praying in the Holy Gh:ft, Jude. 20. and with f 70 


Spirit, 1 Cor. Xiv: 15. "1gnifie praying with Grace 
S Hearts, by the Aſültance 25 Nation of Me 
Holy Spirit: Anda Man may as well pray wit 
Grace in his Heart, when he prays by a Form, 
fing with Grace in his Heart, when heſi-g: by A Fo 
3. We have a Promiſe, that God's Spirit u 
aſſiſt us with this Grace in cur Hearts, but 
have no Promiſe that He will help us to Word. 
without the uſe of Forms; as will appear fro 
Rom. viii. 26. The Spirit alſo helpeth our Infirmiti 
for we know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought, | 
the Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſion for us with gro 
ings that cannot be uttered ;, thoſe laward Motions 
the Heart, called here Groanings, are that Gr: 
in the Heart with which we onght to praf _ 
and to which the Spirit of God doth, and if? 
deed only can help vs; and to pray with this Gra 
is to pray in and with the Spirit, whether 
uſe Words or no; and if we do uſe them, w 
ther we reduce them into a Form firſt, or pc 
them forthas they preſeat themſelves to our Mint. 
but we have no promiſe that the Holy 61 f bo 
. alxWa 
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ways furniſh us with fit words on all occaſions, 
d therefore ought not to preſume that he will. 
4. Tis certain, that he did furniſh ſome with 
ch Words, for we fiud both Prayers aud Hymns 
ictated immediately by him, ot which we have 
xamples in the Hymns of the Bleſſed Virgin 
nd Zacharias, and in the Soug or Prayer of 
meon and in Ad, iv. 24. But then it is 
auifeſt, that this was an extraordinary Gitt 
f God, and a part of Prophecy, and we may not de- 
ud on the Holy Ghoſt for this Gift, more than 
r any other Extraordiuary Gift, till it be made 
ppear, that it was to continue always in the 
hurch, and to be communicared to All the Chil- 
en of God. Praying, and ſinging the Praiſes of God, 
e Duties incumbent on all Chriſtians ; but we 
e no more obliged to pray Extemporary Prayers, 
om any Example of inſpir'd Men in Scripture, 
in to ling Extemporary Hymns from the like Ex- 
nples; to which yet none, I rhiak, pretend. 
E 5. Tis very obſervable, that even thoſe, who 
mpoſed their Prayers and Hymns by immediate 
ſpiratian, did not generally offer them to God in 
e Congregation, till they had firſt reduced them 
toa Form. Thus David firſt penned his Pſalms, 
d then delivered them go be ſung, 1 Chron. xvi. 
© 104 'tis probable, the Prophets, Cor. xiv. 26. did 
Fe ſame, for they are ſuppoſed, every one to have 4 
alm, 'a Doctrine, a Tongue, a Revelation, &c. that 
to have them ready, and reduced into Form for 
rolle uſe of the Church when they came together. 
ind at this is the meaning of having a Pſalm, &c. in 
ftv lis place, will appear very probable, not only 
1143401 che word; which naturally imports this, and 
8 F 2 | can 
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ſirteth by, let the firſt hold his peace. Which ſhews,th 


| Tpired Men from countenancing an extemporar 


Teachers, who are of this per ſwaſion, to produc 
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can hardly be otherwiſe interpreted, but likewiſfi, | 


from the Apoſtles making a difference betweenliſe 
what theſe Prophets had prepared, and what wa 
revealed immediately, at the time of their being tc 
gether, verſ. 30. If any thing be revealed to another th 


theſe Pſalms, &c. were to give place to ſucha 
were immediatly inſpired : So far were theſe ir 
unpremeditated way of ſerving God, except whe 
there was an immediate Revelation for it, and ſon 
terly void of Scripture proofis this great principk 
of the Diſſenters worſhip, that the Spirit of prayer 
given to every one of the faithful, to enable them to c 
ceive with the Heart, and expreſs with their Tongue 
their neceſſities to God, without a Form of Prayer. 
8. Ir lies therefore, my Friends, on youſhat 


plain Scripture for your principles, or elſe thre 
coufeſs, that you have laid aſide prayers. by Forn 
commanded by God, & practiſec by Holy Mai 
in Scriptures, to make room for this way of praj 
ing, of Mens own invention. .But further, th: 
Place, Ecc. V. I , 2. ſeemes to me to afford 
ſtrong Argument againſt ſuch Prayers, When thiffr i 
goeft to the Houſe of God, ---- Be not raſh with gh 
Mouth, and let not thy Heart be haſtie to utter od. 


 #hing before God: for God is in Heaven, and thou 1 Ty 


en Earth: Therefore let thy words be few. It is hathay 
to ſay, what it is to be raſh-with our Mouths, or haſte 
30 utter any thing before God, if it be not raſhneſs ily 
truſt the expreſſing all our deſires to ſuch unceſprts 
ain and unpremeditated words, as our inventidfit 
ggeſts unto us, when we come before him, * lo 
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vi: 1 have ſhewed) the Scriptures give us no pro- 
eiſiſe of being ſupplied to us by the Spirit, on or- 
Winary occaſions. I appeal to you, whether it 
tog ould not be looked on as raſhneſs, for an ordi- 
try Perſon to ſpeak to a Prince, or ſolemn Aſ- 
mbly, concerning 4 Matter of great Moment, in 
haF/ords unpremeditated & unformed, and we ſhall 
- IWrdly find any ſo raſh as to venture on it. King 
ar\Wlomon here ſeems to have recommended the ſame 
helffodeſty to Men in their Addreſſes to God. ; 
ui But in as much as God has not expreſly for- 
dden all extemporary Prayers, I would not be un- 
rſtood by this, to condemn all ſuch as unlawful. 
here may be ſome Men-( tho” not very many) 
le to expreſs themſelves ſignificantly, and de- 
ntly, ex tempore; and there are ſome occaſions 
youat require it even in publick; and on theſe oc- 
duqhons, when a Man has not time allowed him 
e ip reduce his Deſires into Forms, before he offers 
nem, he may depend on the aſſiſtance of God's 
Merit, as we may in all other Caſes of Neceſſity, 
at leaſt hope for Pardon of courſe, to our In- 
mities: But to depend on that Spirit, and 
rd ſeglect the Means God has given us to provide 
r ſelves, looks ſo like tempting him, that we 
F2ht carefully to avoid it: And ! find prudent, 
Wodeſt Men are aware of this, and tho they be 
Fry famous for extemporary Prayers, yet they 
May really as much by a Form, as if they had 
hape Common Prayer before tkem. The Secret is 
eſs Ply this, they compoſe Forms of Prayer of ſeveral 
ncelwrts, digeſt them well in their Minds, and com- 
ntiogit them to Memory; ſo that they can on oc- 
0 lon, tranſpoſe parts of them, change, — or 

By | | cave 
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leave out, as*they ſee Reaſon; and thus th 
are, in effect, provided with a Form, tho? t 
People cannot perceive it, and admire them f. 
their readineſs and fluency. It is eaſie for at 
Man of Moderate parts to manage the Matte 
thus, but the more ignorant and ordinary Preact 
ers, that kaow not, or are not capable of the M 
thod of it, fall into very indecent and vain Rt 
petitions, and are often at a loſs, when th 
ſtrive to practiſe this way of Addreſſing to Got 


Another Account may be given of theſe ſeen ® 
ing Extemporary prayers, not much differer F 
from the former, namely, That good Men, wh i: 


make a Conſcience of ſecret Prayer to God, 20 
have grown up in a conſtant Diſcharge of thi 
Duty, da, by degrees fall into a Form even wil 
themſelves; for how much ſoever their Pray 
were extempore at firſt, yet having continual 0 
caſion of praying to God for the ſame things, the 
find in time, that there is but one beſt way of ei 
preſſing the ſame thing; which neceſſarily lead 
to a Form. However, the various Ways thi 
made uſe of before they ſettled on one, ſerve the 
as ſo many Forms, when they come in publick 
And by changing of theſe, they feem to pray E 


tempore. th 


io. Laſtly, Let me obſerve, that the uſe 4 
extemporary conceiving Prayers, even in caſes of Ne 
ceſlity, is founded oa a general Rule. of Scriptu 
only, which commands us to ask of God wh; 
we lack: Of which Rule, our own Prudenc 
makes the Application in ſuch 'extemporary oc 
caſions; but when we ſet up this Humane Appl 
cation of this general Rule, in oppoſition to thi 


par 


r 
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rtienlar manner of asking, commanded by God, 
d practiſed by Holy Men, which is, by ſet and 
emeditated Forms in the or1inary Worſhip of 
od, and turn God's way ut of his Worſhip, ta 
axe room for one of our own: This is to diſ- 
ice a particular Command of God, on pretence 
guiding our ſelves by a general one. In which 
e are not only more lyable to miſtake, but we 
Wil of paying due reſpect to God's Directions. 
or general Commands onght only to take place 
i W ſuch Caſes, where God has not laid down a par- 
” cular Rule. | 
And thus I have examined the firſt principle o 
ſſenters 5 That the Spirit of Prayer is given to all the 
ildren of God, whereby they are enabled to conceive 
. With the Heart, and expreſs with the Mouth, conveni- 
t Deſires to God. | | 
IV. I come now to ſpeak to the Second; That 
Forms of Prayer are unlawful to Chriſtians ;, and 
Wt it is 4 Sin to join in a Worſhip, where they are uſed, 
% much as to 6 preſent at it. If there be any of 
ou for whom J intend theſe Papers, of this Opi- 
lon, as I fear ſome of you are, and all of you do 
your Practice comply with thoſe that maintain 
and therefore cannot acquit your ſelves from 
duntenancing it; I deſire you to obſerve, That 
e I there were no harm in the Opinion, or if it 
ere a meer Speculation, we ſhould not be much 
dncerned at their Miſtake. But by what 1 have 
Fewed of the Scriptures Authority of Forms, 
Fs plain, That they who maintain this Principle, 
„not only teach for Doftrines, the Commandments 
en; but, in effect, ſet themſelves up above 
F{.Eurift, and countermand what he has required. 
per They 


11 


They not only add to the Goſpel a newComman 
by teaching that to be Unlawful, which Chrij 


| has no where Condemned; but they teach th; 


to be unlawful, which he has poſitively Command 
ed. Whoever therefore do teach Forms of Pr. 
to be U.:lawtul, or Countenance thoſe that d 
teach this Doctrine of Men, cannot acquit the 
ſelves from the Imputation of Reſiſting the H. 
am by whoſe Inſpiration the Word of God 
nn'd. a Fee z 7 
can foreſee only One thing that can be alleds 
ed in favour of thoſe who maintain this Opinion 
And 'tis, That to pray with, or without a For 
6 excepting the Lord's Prayer) is in it ſelf in 
different; and that therefore the aſſerting th 
uſe of Forms, is not a Matter of ſuch Weight, 
to juſtifie ourContending with our Brethren abo 
it; and that it ſeems Uncharitable in us, to in 
fiſt on a thing, which they are fully perſwade 
is Unlawful, and we our ſelves count indifferent 
1. But in Anſwer to this, it is to be obſerved 
Firſt, That an Opinion which neceſlarily divide 
him, who believes it, from the Communion « 


all the eſtabliſhed Churches in the World, can 
not be of ſo little moment as the Objection 


would make it. And ſuch is this Opinion of th 


Unlawfulneſs of Forms of Prayer ; ſince there nci 


ther is, nor has been any eſtabliſh 


See Purel ed Church theſe 1500 Years, bit 


and Knox's has maintained their Lawfulneſs 
Book of Diſc. and uſed them in theService of God 
| and therefore whoever believes the 


tod be Unlawful, in what ever. Age he had lived 


ke muſt have ſeparated from all the eſtabliſhet 
$98 „„ 
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hurches of the World at that time: And ſure- 
an Opinion that neceſfarily produces ſuch a Di- 
ton, muſt be of mighty Conſequence, whe- 
er true or falſe, and ought to be carefully ex- 
nin'd; and if falſe, to be zealouſſy oppoſed. But, 
2. I ſuppoſe, it will be granted, That eating 
vine's Fleſh, or Drinking Wine, are as indiffe- g 
nt, as uſing a Form of Prayer, and of leſs Con- 
rn to the Souls of Men; and that therefore to 
zach theſe to be Unlawful, would be as inno- Il 
nt a Miſtake, as to Teach the Unlawfulneſs of 
ms. For if we compare theſe two Doctrines j 

| 
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gether, and the Miſchiefs that each of them bi 
ve, or may hereafter produce; it is hardly 1 
nceivable, that the forbidding the uſe of ſome _ Þ 
Irticular Meats, ſhould have ſo many ill effects, 1 
the forbidding Forms of Prayer has had already. 
tit is obſervable, how St. Paul judges of that 
darine. 1 Tim. Iv. 1. In the latter times ( ſays 
me ſhall depart from the faith, giving heed to 
ucing ſpirits, and Dottrines of devils ----- Forbid- 
gto marry, and to abſtain from meats, which God 
h created to be received with thankſgiving. You 
os here, St. Paul counts it a Departure from the 
ol > and a Doctrine of Devils, to forbid, as 
F th lawful in it ſelf, any fort of Meat, which God 
created for the Uſe of Man: And if it be ſo 
lil minal, to Teach any ſort of Meat to be Un- 
= u, when God has not forbidden it, then ſure, 
| each, a Form of Prayer to be Unlawful, when 
d has Commanded it; muſt be a very ill 
rine. And this Conſideration alone, ought ' 
make thoſe who maintain it, or any ſuch 
Fine, whereby they are obliged to condemy 
TE 6 dhelx 


with God in our Obedience; and impoſe n 
Commands of his Own upon us, as if they we 


Forms of Prayer, as unlawful, he has deprived the 
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their Brethren, as practiſing unlawful Things, 
examine it carefully and impartially by the Wo 
of God, leſt they be impoſed on by ſeduci 
Spirits. | 
The great Deſign of the Devil, is, to bring 
into an entire Subjection to his Will. But wh 
he deſpairs of this, his next Attempt is, to ſh; 


God's, and ſo to procure himſelf to be obey! 
This he doth moſt ſucceſsfully, by giving the 
an Appearance of Religion, and of more than ori 
nary ſtrifneſs. Thus in St. Paul's time, und 
colour of Mortification, he forbad Meats and A. 
riage, as unlawful, which God had allowed; jpei 
ing Lyes in Hypocriſie, and under ſhew of Religion. At 
thus, *tis to be feared, he has prevailed on ſon 
under colour of greater Spirituality, to abſtain fre 
e of Prayer, as Unlawful, which God has 
joyned. 

And here it is very remarkable, That when 
ever the Devil gains this Point with Men, al 
brings them to believe a thing to be forbidden! 
God, which he has not forbidden, he ſoon brin 
a ſuper-added Command of his Own, in Competit 
with ſome of God's, and prevails with them 
prefer his Commands to God's; and ſo plunge 
them into direct Diſobedience, which was his DE” 
ſign at firſt. Thus when he had prevailed wil 
Men to abſtain from Marriage, they ſoon fell 1 
only to Commit Fornication, but even, in ſome Caſt 
to Allow it, rather than Marriage, (as the Pap) 
do. ) And by perſwading Men to abſtain fro 
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n many Places, of all Opportunity of publick. 
orſhip, and made them chuſe rather not to 
xrve God at all in publick, than with a Form; 
hich is the Caſe of many Thouſands now in this 
ingdom, who worſhip God publickly no where. 
ut, | 
3. This Doctrine, of the Unlawfulneſs of pray- 
gb Forms, is no ſuch indifferent thing, that we 
zy ſafely indulge Men in their own ſenſe about 
; ſince it is very apt to puff them up, and make 
hem take falſe Meaſures in judging of their 
ern Condition, and of the influence of God's Spi- 
undhhit upon them. 
We know, that all good Men have the Spirit of 
foe od, and are guided and influenced by it in the 
"aWbole tenor of their Lives; we make no doubt, 
ſonjut they are aſſiſted by Him in their Prayers, 
freſvt no leſs in forgiving an Injury, or reſiſting a 
emptation; and his Influence on a good Man's 
ind, is rather greater and more ſenſible in theſe 
Ind other Acts of Religion, than in Prayer. Love, 
% Peace, Long-ſuſfering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
eekneſs, Temperance, are the fruits of the Spirit, 
Pal. v. 22. And it is principally by theſe, we ought 
W conclude, that we have that Spirit. But the 
pinions of the Unlawfulneſs of Forms of Prayer, 
na Perſwaſion, that the Spirit of God enables every 
vild of God to conceive with the Heart, and expreſs 
ith the Mouth ſuitable deſires, entitles every one 
© God's Spirit in ſome meaſure, that is able to 
xpreſs himſelf in apt and fluent Words, tho? 
Pitnout the other Graces of the Spirit, and ex- 
dirs every one to Deſpair, that is not able to do 
bis, as looking on himſelf to h e deſtitute of the 
| G 2 Spirit 
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Spirit, tho' otherwiſe meek, humble, and ch; 
table, and endowed with ſuch Graces as are mi 
more certain ſigus of his preſence. Nay, ſo 
are many deluded by this Opinion, that they jul 
themſelves, or others, Children of God, and 
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his Favour, according as they are more or | 
endowed with this Gift, without refpect to oth 
Qualifications. And 1 dare appeal to your ſel; 
| Whether ſome very Immoral Perſons, guilty 
groſs and ſcandalous Crimes, have not been emine 


for this Gift of Prayer ? And whether ſuch Pl 


ſons are not apt to flatter themſelves that t 
are the Children of God, and endowed with 
Spirit, notwithſtanding all their Wickedneſ 
And it is impoſſible either to convince theſe Pt 
ſons of their miſtake, or to comfort poor Igno 
Beople, dejected only for want of this Gift, whi 
they are poſſeſſed with this Opinicy of the Ul: 
fulneſs of Forms. : 


Which in the 4th place ought not to be conf 


tenanced or indulged, as an indifferent this 
becauſe it has been a great hindrance to ſe 
Devotion: Every Chriſtian ought, at leaſt t ui 
a day, to addreſs himſelf toGod in ſecret Praye 
but a great part of the World cannnot do it wit 
out a Form; Children and ignorant Perſons are at 


lofs for Words, and even other People, are often 


able to find them readily, eſpecially when weari 
dull, or indiſpoſed, as is ſometimes the Condi 
of the beſt Chriſtians ;- this makes ſecret Pray 


. | a | 
at leaſt a conſtant regular courſe of it, uneaſie to n 


that are abſolutely againſt all Uſe of Forms, ant 
| occaſions too many to neglect it, Which oth 
Wiſe would not: And as for Chilaren and gen 

4 —_ as i WL. , | She * , " 5 # > '» Pa 
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chu erple amongſt thoſe of this Perſwaſion, I am well 
Wſured, many of them never bow their Knees in 
ecret to God; and ſeveral of thoſe that are 
grown up, are forced to ſpeak aloud, or cannot 
ray at all, which 1s againſt the nature of ſe- 
ret Prayer; and expoſes not only the Perſons, 
othhat uſe it to the Cenſure of Hypocriſie, but the 
ſelWOury to Contempt. Tis on this Account, that the 
ions Cuſtom of Training up Dung People to a 
onſtant Courſe of Devotion, in their Morning and 
Evening ſecret Prayers, is too univerſally laid 
aide among you, as | have found by Experience, 
nd for the truth of the Obſervation, I dare appeal 


ell aſſured, that there cannot be a more effectual 
rr eaſie method to revive and continue this regu- 
War and conſtant uſe of ſecret Prayers, than to 
dblige every one to ſome certain Forms every 
Morning and Evening, which they may not omit, 
vhatever other Prayers they uſe: But this can 
ever be done, whilſt the Opinion of the unlawful- 
eſs of Forms prevails ; and therefore all good Peo- 
le are obliged to oppoſe it, as they would re- 
Wrieve the conſtant uſe of ſecret Prayers; which 
ews, that this is no indifferent Matter, as the 
Objection wonld ſuggeſt, but of great Weight, 
ind fit to be contended for. 
| will not mention ſome other Reaſons, that are 
f great moment, becauſe they would but exaſ- 
erate, and tend to make the Duty of Prayer, 
rhen performed e tempore, ridiculous, which ill 
len might extend (as it too often happens) to ex- 
oſe Devotion in general; ſuch are the indecent 
xpreſſions, which ſometimes fall from Perſons, 


Wo all of the Diſſenters. On the contrary, I am 
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to be Unlawful, we muſt charge it upon You, as: 
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that pray thus: I will only obſerve to you, th 
the Extemporary Prayers of ſome Preachers, hy 
too often given occaſion of Offence to ſerious Per 
ſons even among your ſelyes. *Tis certain, thy 
to print ſome of them, as they had been ſpoke! 
as thoſe that we make uſe of are printed, woul 
not be for the Honour of the Holy Spirit, to wha 
they are aſcribed, nor much recommend them 
ſerious Men. But I eſteem it an ill thing for Me 
to ridicule one anothers Devotion, whatever it is 
V. There remains yet the Third Opinion of Dj 
ſenters, which they Advance againſt us in this ma 
ter of Prayer, to be Examined, That the Miniſter 
the Muth of the Congregation, and that the People ha 
nothing to do, but to join with him in their Hearts; A 
Opinion far from any Authority of Scripture 
which expreſly requires us, Rom. xv. 6. with 
Mind, and one Mouth, to glorifie God : We pn 
duce this, and many other Places and Examples! 
Scripture, for the People's joyning their Voice 
and bearing a part in their Praiſes and Prayers 
and we are aſſured, there is no Scripture forbids i 
and therefore, when you Condemn it, or teach! 


inſtance of Your Teaching for Doctrines, the Commani 
ments of Men. Which is all, I think, needful t 
be ſaid to this Head, after what I have ſhewed b 
fore, in defence of our contrary Practice from Scrij 
ture; and, I think, ſufficient to induce you ferl 
ouſly to conſider it. | | 
And thus, I preſume, I have faithfully examil 
ed the Rules and Examples the Scriptures affor 
us, for the performance of that part of our public 
Worſhip, that conſiſts in Prayers; and com per 
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ke Service of our Church, and the Diſſenters way 
Praying, with them; and made it appear, that 
ur performance of- this Duty, both as to the 
latter and Manner, is agreeable to the Cemmand- 
ents of God, and to the Examples of Holy 
en recorded in Scripture: And that the Ser- 


oul ; 
hofflice the D:ſſenters have ſubſtituted in the room 
n ereof, has in many particulars laid aſide God's 


ommands, and deſerted the Examples of Scrip- 
r is re, and is, in the main part thereof, an im- 
 Diff{ediate Invention of Men. 

mal And l intreat you, who are of this Per ſwaſion, 
d adhere to theſe Principles of Worſhip, which 
have now mentioned, and ſhewed to be diſagree- 
dle to Scripture, to conſider ſeriouſly, whether 
du are not thereby literally guilty of that Sin, 
ith which our Saviour taxeth the Jews, Mark vii. 
of Teaching for Doctrines; the Commandments of Men; 
Jad alſo of that Superſtition condemned by St. 
ice, Col. 2. 21. which faith, Touch not, taſte not, 
mdle not; (that is, which teaches to forbear 
oſe things which God has made Lawful ) after 
Doftrines and Commanaments of Men; And | be- 
ch God to enlighten your Minds, to make a 
e Judgment in it, that ye may deliver your 
Wuls, 


CHAP. 


I have done in the former Chapters; And conſider 


Iy, I ſhall compare our own practice with them 
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Of HEARING. 


© 
SECT. -L . 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concery 
| ing it. 


blies is, Hearing, and that which is to he 
heard, is the Word of God. | ſhall pro 
ceed in examining this, in the ſame manner a 


* () NE great Deſign of our Chriſtian Aſſem 


Firſt, What Directions the Scriptures afford uk 
for the publick performance of this Duty. Second: 


And, Thirdly, That of the Diſſenters. 

Firft then, God has poſitively Commanded ui 
to read His Word in our publick A ſſemblies. $0 
Deut. 31. 10. In the Feaſt of Tabernacles, when all I: 
rael is come to appear before the Lerd thy God, in ti 
place which the Lord ſhall chooſe, Thou ſhalt read thi 
Law before all Iſrael in their Hearing. Gather th. 
people together, Men, Women and Children, and th) 
Stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and 
that they may learn, and fear the Lord your God, and 
obſerve to do all the Words of this Lam. And tis ob- ief 


| ſerved, Joſ. 8. 35. that there was not 4 word of allſoſe: 


that Moles Commanded, which foſhua read not beſore al 

the Congregation. | I 
Neither was this confined to their Solemn Aſi 

ſemblies at Jeruſalem; It was likewiſe a conſtant 
e 6 Nat 
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art of their Sabbath Service in their Synagogues. 
s we learn from Ads 13. 14. where it is obſer- 
ed, that Paul and Barnabas went into the Synagogue 
the Sabbath day, and ſate down ;, and after the read- 
yg of the Law and the Prophets, the Rulers of the Syna- 
ooues ſent unto them, &c. and St. Paul takes notice, 
erſe 27. that the Prophets were read every Sabbath- 
J, meaning undoubtedly, in their Aſſemblies. 
ird St. James ( Afts 15. 21. ) of Moſes his being 
Fa in the Synagogues every Sabbath- Day. 
em. This reading the Law was the great, and 
oft effectual means, God provided for preſerv- 
g the knowledge of himſelf amongſt his people; 
d where it was omitted, the people immediatly 
Ink into Idolatry ; and the beſt Reformation 
1 wiſkgan, and was carried on, by Reſtoring this 
rdinance. Thus *tis obſerved of Joſiah, 2 Chron. 
J.. 29. that he gathered together all the Elders 
Judah and Jeruſalem --- And all the Inhabitants of 
ruſalem, and the Prieſts and the Levites, and all the 
le great and ſmall, and he read in their ears all the 
ds of *the book of the Covenant, that was found in the 
ouſe of the Lord. The like is obſerved of Exra, 
eh. 8. 3. And he read therein before the ſtreet, that 
& before the Mater- gate, from morning untill Mid- 
wy, before the Men and Women, and all that could un- 
fand. *Tis remarkable, that after the Capti- 
andty, the Jews never fell in Idolatry: And the 
; ob-Fict reaſon, given by themſelyes, was the ſtrict 
;f alÞpſervation of this Ordinance of God, the Law 
al ing conſtantly read to them afterwards publick- 
in their Synagogues ; ſo powerfully doth God 
Aff his own Ordinances, to preſerye thoſe that 
tant them from Error and Sig 
pars 35% © III From 


the 
th 


And 


* 
r * . ett A. an 


— 


4 ia 4 5 


of - 
—_ Y 
— . ̃ꝙ ꝗ ¶— ͤ — — —— —— 
— 8ꝶ6ꝙ——-2 . ⅛ͤ Ww. AY 


Sac 1 


0 n 
— ͤ— 1 
ODS 4 nw. ers 1 OR ORC LI ˖ — ⏑ͤ 


58 Of Hearing, 


Y » ”s - 1 : 
— - . q : , 4 — A. 
E N — 
. — „ ˙ĩ22: 


Chap. II 


III. From the practice of the Synagogue in rea 
ing the Law and the Prophets, the like Ord" 
was brought into the Church; and eading mw 
made a part of the Office of the Chriſtian Elder 
as it was before of the Jewiſh. And hence iti 
that T:mothy is commanded by St. Paul 1 7. 
iv. 13. To give attendance to reading, as we 
as to Exhortation and Doctrine. And the 1 
ſpired writings of the Apoſtles were read int 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, as well as the Law and Pri 
phets among the Fews, according to St. Paul 
Command, Col. 2.16. When this Epiſtle is read 
mong ſt you, cauſe that it alſo be read in the Church 
the Laodiceans, and that ye likewiſe read the Epiſſ 
from Laodicea. And it was but reaſon, ſince th 
Goſpel contained the Chriſtian Law, that it ſhoul 
be read in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, as well as ti 
Law of Moſes was in the Synagogues. And thi 
It was ſo read in the firſt Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
might ſhew by many inſtances out of the Ancien 
Fathers, if there were occaſion. 

IV. This publick reading the Law was of i 
great Reputation, that it is termed Preaching it 
as we may ſee from Acts. 15. 21. For Moſes of. 
time bath in every City them that preach him being rei 
in the Synagogues every Sabbath-day. The word Preac 
ing has a peculiar ſenſe in the New Teſtament, all 
ſignifies properly, to Declare or Proclaim th 
Word of G d, as a Herauld or Cryer proclaims thi 
Laws or Orders of a King, Hence only thoſe thi 
Proclaim'd the Goſpel to ſuch as had not heard 
it before, or read the Old Teſtament to the People 
are ſaid to Preach. Preaching is diſtinguiſhed fro! 


Teaching and Exhortation 3 and tis obſervable, thun 
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the whole New Teſtament, tho” reading the Scrip- 
ures is called Preaching, -yet interpreting them, 
Iyplying them, or exhorting the People from 
Jem, in a Chriſtian Auditory, is never called by 


hat name. 
If it be objected, That St. Paul is ſaid to preach 


robability, made a Sermon, or Exhortation to Be- 
| Preffievers, as is uſual now; I anſwer, that the Ori- 
inal of this word ( leatyers ) Is never tranſlated 
each in any other place of the New Teſtament, 
d ſhould not have been here, but diſcours d, diſ- 
ted, ſpake, or reaſon d, ſo it is tranſlated in As 
. 2, 17. 18, 19. 19. 8, 9. Heb. 12.5, &c. for 
e Original words which properly ſigni fie preach- 
, are Anpν and EWV4YYEALT ws From all which 
is manifeſt, that there are only two ways by 
hich the word of God is properly preached; the 
ſtis, when it is declared to thoſe that never 
ard of it before; and the ſecond is, when the ve- 
words of the Ser ipture are read publickly to the 
ople, as a Cryer doth a Proclamation, which he 


it | 
Sf th not word himſelf, but reads it in the words, 
real which it is delivered to him. 
each ln ſhort, The Scriptures are Sermons out of the 


outh of God, being dictated by his Holy Spirit; 
Fr the reading of which to the People, for their 
Niction and Inſtruction, there is a peculiar com- 
ind of God; and where this Ordinance is du- 


ear 
opleſffe; and *tis impoſſible they ſhould be ignorant 
fronſ# their Duty, for the Scriptures are ſufficient to make 


than wiſe to Salvation; and the hearing them with 


1 beget 


> the Diſciples, Act, xx. 7. when he only, in 


obſerved, then they are ſure of the word of 


umility and Attention, is a Means ſufficient to 
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55d, one fourth part of the day, and another fourth part 
ey Conſeſſed and worſhipped the Lord their God. 

VI. We find, that the Word of God is to be read 
ſuch a Language, as the People underſtand. Af- 
the Captivity, the People being Born and Edu- 
ted in a ſtrange Land, their Language was chang- 
d, and they did not underſtand, at leaſt Uni- 
erally, the pure Hebrew in which the Law was 
rt written; therefore when Ezra read in the 
aw, a certain number of the Prieſts and Levites 
terpreted the words of the Law, as Exra read 
hem to the People: Neh: vii. 8. And they 
uſed the people to underſtand the Law, and the peb- 
e ſtood in their place; ſo they read in the Book, in the 
aw of God diſtinctly, and gave the ſenſe, and cauſed 
em to underſtand the reading: And the Cuſtom 
ontinueth among the Jews to this Day: Firſt, 
e Hebrew Text is read, and then a Tranſlation 
alle Paraphraſe, in a Language underſtood by the 
ighiWcarers. And indeed there may be good reaſon 
, andÞr reading the Originals in publick Aſſemblies, 
Landich a Cuſtom being an effoctual means to preſerve 
hape knowledge of them; but they cannot he uſeful 
wen the People without a Tranflation. Therefore 
| rhe. Paul doth not abſolutely forbid ſpeaking in un- 
Veiſſiown Tongues in the Church, but orders, 1 Cor. 
TroMliv. 27. Let one interpret ;, but if there be no In- 
CelV@rreter,. let him keep ſilence in the Church. 

k ol VU. We find, that after reading the word ofGod, 
nere · ere was ſometimes an Enlargement orComment. 
Con ſome part of it, & an Exhortation to thepeople: 
I andFhus when our Saviour had read a portionofScrip- 
ſtooa@re, he applyed to the People, in a Diſcourſe to 
theiſſfat purpoſe. But it doth not appear, that this 
_ was 
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was conſtantly done ; on the contrary it is rathe 
probable that it was not. For had there been | 
conſtant Proviſion for ſuch Enlargement, and Ex 
poſition of the Law, and Exhortation from it, 
there had been no occaſion for the Rulers of the 
Synagogue, As xiii. 15. to ſend to St. Pa andy! 
Barnabas, after the reading of the Law and Pro. 


Brethren, if ye have am Word of Exhortation for tu 
People, ſay on. St. Paul ſuppoſes him who Teaches, 
and him whoſe Office it was to Exhort, d iſt ind 
from him that Ruled, and him that Miniſtred 
Rom. xii. And it doth not appear, that every 
Church was furniſhed with all theſe Officers. The 
ſame St. Paul joined Exhortation and Doctrine with 
Reading, in his Charge to Timothy, 2 Tim. iv. 1}, 
which ſhews that they went together, but whe- 
ther indiſpenſably or no, doth not appear; tho“ 
it is manifeſt in the practice of moſt Churches 


in the Ages after the Apoſtles, they were all 1 


generally exercis'd in the publick Worſhip. P 

VIII. Laſtly, We find that they had a Summane 
of the principal Doctrines of the Goſpel, whichÞÞ C 
they delivered to the People, and by which they 1. 
ordered their own Diſcourſes, and judged of what tl 


was delivered by others. Thus St. Paul to Time ſic 


thy, 2 Tim. i. 13. Hold faſt the Form of ſound Word n 
which thou haſt heard of Me; and Chap. ii. Verſeſer 
2. And the things that thou haſt heard of me among2 


many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful Mena e 


who ſhall be able to teach others: Perhaps this mayſpre 
be that proportion of Faith, according to which 
the Prophets are exhorted to propheſie, Rom. xi. iyi 
6. I think, it is not doubted but this Form of on 

ara 
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III ,, contained the main Fundamentals of Chri- 
theſianity 3 aud St. Paul tell us what thoſe were, Heb. 
en i. 1. 2. Therefore leaving the principles of the Doctrine 
Br Chrift, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again 
m it We foundation of Repentance from dead Works, and 
F theſſſith towards God, of the Doctrine of Baptiſms, and of 
and hing on of Hands, and of the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
Pro. od of the eternal 1 In all probability there- 
anlſÞre, the Form of found Words delivered by St. 
M to Timothy, and by him to others, contained 
chesWeſe ſix Heads of Principles of Chriſtianity ; 
ina hich every Chriſtian was obliged to hear and 
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5 
he Practice of our Church in Reading and 
Preaching the Word. 


Heſe are the Rules and Examples the Scrip- 

tures propoſe to us for our feeding the Peo- 
ewith the Word of Lite, and their Hearing it 
Publick. Let us in the ſecond place compare 
e Practice of our Church with them, and ſurely 
Copy can come nearer the Original. 
1. For firſt, Our Miniſters are expreſly oblig'd 
their Ordination, diligently to read all the 
nonical Scripture of the Old and New Teſta- 
nt unto the People Aſſembled in the Church, 
here they ſhall be appointed ro ſerve. _ : 
2. Our Church has diſpoſed theHolyScriptures 
Hema certain Order, and has appointed four or 
mayſpre Chapters to be read every Day in the pub- 
niche Congregation 3 by which means all the moſt 
bs lying parts of the Ola Techament are to 
D * | 
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be read once a Year, and the New Teſtament (ell 
_ cept the Revelations ) thrice in the ſame timer 
And ſome ſelect Chapters of the Revelation: a! 
appointed on extraordinary occaſions : Thel 
are indeed ſome Chapters (about one tenth ) a 
the Old Teſt ament left out of this Order: B ill 
then it is to be obſerved, that thoſe which are le 
out, are either Genealogies, Names of Perſo wc 
and Places, Hiſtorical Repetitions, or ſome offi. 
ſcure and myſtical Prophecies of Ezekiel, whit it 
are not ſo proper for an ordinary Aſſembly ( 
which Reaſons, ſome part of the Revelations is ali. 
left out) yet theſe are not excluded, tho? not pa. 
ticularly Commanded. The general ObligatioÞ- 
on every Clergy Man, in his Ordination, to re 1 
all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Teſti 
ment, {till allows him to read theſe, and all x 
obliges him to it, when he ſhall perceive, that if, 
may be for the Edification of the People. 1 
3. Beſides this Order for the whole Scripture 
on every Lord s-day, and other ſolemn occaſion: * 
there are appointed certain ſelect Portions out 0 « 
theEpiſtles andGoſpels to be read, which are adap 
ted to tile occaſionʒand contain ſome great myſter in 
of our Faith, or other weighty Matter neceſſaſſjj 
to our Edification. . 
4. For the more Solemnity of theſe Reading 4 
Our Church joines with each of them Praiſes :. 
Thankſgivings, or Confeſſions, according ii 
what we find practiſed in the Holy Scriptures. ER 
5. That the People may benefit, and be edificdly 
by hearing the word of God, a plain, authentick . 
and moſt excellent Tranſlation is provided by pug... 
lick Authority, in which the Scriptures an 


rea 
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ead to the People. This was the firſt Care of 
Wir Church in the Reformation, and the generali- - 
y of Diſſenters are forced to be beholden to it for 
he word, of Life, and draw all the Knowledge, 
hit they have from the Fountains which our 
iſhops opened for them, by Tranſlating the 
Ford of God, and putting it into a Language they 
nder ſtand. - | | 
6. *Tis ordered in our Church, that the Mi- 
iſters ſhall explain ſome part of the Hoh Scrips 
re: every Lord's-day, and exhort theirCongrega- 
ons in a Sermon. | 
. To inculcate the great Myſteries of our Faith 
he better, our Church has appointed certain ſo- 
mn times, wherein, once in the Year, they are 
Wliged to explain, and inculcate every great My- 
ery of our Faith, and moſt material paſſages of 
Je Goſpel; Such are the Conception, Virth, 
aſſion, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Our Saviour. 
aſtly, There is provided a Form of ſound Words, 
a ſhort and plain Catechiſm; in which are. 
tained the firſt Principles of the Oracles of 
d; this is adapted, as it ought to be, to the 
Fipacity of Children, and is indeed ſinceze Mil 
ithout School-Notions, or hard Wards. An 
| the ſix Principles, which the Apoſtle men- 
ons, Heb. vi. 1. 2. are briefly explained in it, 
d yet largely enough, to make thoſe that attend 
dit, wiſe to Salvation. The Teaching and Ex- 
lining theſe Fundamentals, is a part of our pub- 
KInſtruction, and injoined as a conſtant Duty 
Miniſters and People in our ſolemn Worſhip. 
Ie Miniſter in each Pariſh being required dili- 
fn"! y> upon Sundays 17 Holy-Days ---- openly 1 
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the Church, to inſtru& and examine ſa many 
Children of his Pariſh ſent into him, as he ſhall 
think convenient, 1n ſome part of the Catechiſm, 
and the People are obliged to come at the time 
appointed, and obediently to hear. 

And by our Twelfth Canon, for the better 
grounding of the People in the Principles of Chri- 
{tian Religion, *tis ordained, That the Heads d 
the Catechiſm, being divided into ſo many Parts 
as there are Sundays in the Year, ſhall be explaine 
to the People in every Pariſh Church. | 

This is the Care our Church has taken,to Teach 
thePeople in their publickAſſemblies,and the me 
thod is ſo effectual, that *tis ſcarce conceivable, hon 
any one, who duly conforms to theſe Orders, ſnoul 
be ignorant of any thing that concerns his Soul. 

And by the Bleſling of God, the effect is ſuch 
that we may affirm, without Vanity or Partiality 
that our Clergy, and Laity, eſpecially where wt 
can prevail with them, to conform to the Rule 
of our Church, are generally much more knowiny 
modeſt, governable, devout and charitable, that 
perhaps may be found in any other Church, of; 
which our late Conteſts with the Papiſts, and be 
haviour under their Government, and ſince ti 
preſent Revolution, are evident Proofs. 
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"SECT. II. 
The practice of the Diſſenters in Hearing al 
Reading the Word. 
1 Come now to conſider with you, my Friend 
who diſſent from us, how this great Duty 
Teach - 
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reaching the People the Law of God, is perform'd 
n your Aſſemblies, and to compare your pra- 
tice in this Point with the Scripture-Rules and 
xamples. Which I ſhall do with the ſame Can- 
lor and Integrity, that I have hitherto endeavour- 
d to obſerve. | 


III 
nan 
{hall 
iſm, 
time 


2tter 


Ihr. And here I muſt needs ſay, that your Teach- 
was rs ſeem to have had very little Regard, either 


o Scripture-Rules or Examples, in framing this 
art of your Worſhip, having laid aſide all thoſe 
ethods of Inſtruction, that the Scriptures re- 
ommend to us, except it be that of Expoſition 
nd Exhortation, Which among you 1s called 
reaihing: in ſo much that tho' a Man frequent 
jour Meetings all his Life, yet he has no ſecurity 
r hardly poſlibility of learning, from your pub- 
ck Teachings, all the great Myſteries of his Re- 
gion, or the neceſſary principles of his Faith. 
1. For firſt, your Preachers are intirely left 
0 their Choice, what place of Scripture they will 
xplain, or what Subject they will handle: And 
ence it happens, that hardly any one Man, in 
is Life, ever goes through the neceſſary Articles 
tf Faith, or of Practice in his publick Sermons, 
dd for the Truth of this, I appeal to your ſelves. 
2. You have no ſummary of Principles, injoined 
o be either Read or Taught in your publick Aſ- 
emblies. A Catechiſm you have, but neither your 
Directory, nor Practice make it any part of your 
erd*s-days-Service : And beſides, your Catechiſm 
$ſuch, that it no ways anſwers the deſign of a 
m of ſound Words. I have already ſhewed, that 
uch a Form ſhould contain only the firſt and ne- 
ary Principles of the Oracle of God, in ſuch 
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Words and Methods, as may make it eaſily ap 
prehended, and retained by the weak and unlearg; 
ed, which make up the bulk of thePeople. But your 
Catechiſm is full of Hard Words, School-Terms, and] 
Avſtruſe Niticas, no wiſe neceſſary to be known byſþn 
the generality of Chriſtians, or poſſible to be uu 
derſtood by Children, or unlearned PerſonsWci: 
for whoſe Edification principally, a Catechiſahf 
ought to he contrived. Beſides all this, it io» 
ſo long and intricate, even the Shorter, that 
not one Child in ten ever gets it by Heart, not 
one in five hundred retains it, as I have found b 
Experience; and deſire, that you would judges 
this Matter, as you find upon Trial. Laſtly : 
After all, it is imperfe& ; ſome of the Principlec 
of the Apoſtles Catechiſm, being quite left out ofit 
1 mean laying on of Hands, joined with Baptiſn 
Heb. vi. 2. A great defect ſure in a Catechiſ 
to leave out a Fundamental of Chriſtjanity. . 

II. But the moſt fad and deplorable Defect fla : 
your performance of this Duty, is your caſltii: 
out the reading of the Word of God, from moe 
of your publick Aſſemblies, directly contrary tz 
God's Inſtitution and Ordinance, for the Inſtruior 
on of his Church; inſomuch, that in maiſer 
of your Meetings, ſetting aſide a Verſe 
two for a Text, or Quotation, at the diſcretion ( 
the Teacher, the Voice of God is never public 
beard amongſt them. This is Matter of Fac 
and undenyable ; and in all the Meetings in ti 
North of Freland, in a whole Year, perhaps theÞs 
is not ſo much Scripture read, as is in one h 
in our Church, by the ſtriteſt Enquiry, whicFor 
69u'd make. One would think, this alone ” t: 
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not neceſſary in their public Meetings. But to this 
Anſwer, 
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a conſtant place ia your Religions Aſſemblies 
makes it ſeem, as if you had a very low Opini"* 
nion of it in your Hearts. If you really value it 
as you profeſs, why do you baniſh the Reading off" 
it from your publick Worfhip, to make room a 
for Diſcourſes, Lectures, and Sermons of your" 
own Teachers? Remember of whom is ſaid, , 
( Mark vii. G.) This People honoureth me with ther, 
Lips, but their Heart is far from me. While you 
thus juſtle the Word of God out of your Solemt 
Meetings, to make room for your own Sermon 
I beſeech you to conſider, whether this be not 
laying aſide the Commandments of God, for Men 
Inventions; unleſs you will call your Sermon; 
(as ſome Qualers are ſaid to do) as much th 
Word of God, as the Bible. 
III. I look on this as ſo material a Point, anc 
conceive the Honour of the Holy Scriptures. and the Sal 
vation of Chriſtians to be ſo deeply concerned init 
that I think my ſelf obliged to examine the Pref} | 
tences I have found to juſtifie it: Tho?” I conf 
feſs, they ſeem to me ſo weak, that I am afraid 
ſhall be almoſt ſuſpected, by indifferent Perſon 
not to do juſtice in repreſenting them: For it. 
unaccountable, that any body ſhould urge ſo ſligh 
reaſons for ſo conſiderable an Omiſſion- And y 1 
theſe are all I have ever met with, or heard frodfſ” 
ou. 

The firſt Reaſon I have heard urg'd, is, That th 
people are obliged to read the Scriptures at home, a 
being thus acquainted with them, the reading of then 
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1. That we ſee, from what has been ſaid, That 
e reading of the Holy Scriptures is, by God's ap- 
intent, a part of his ſolemn publick Worſhip; there- 
Pre to leave it out in our Aſſemblies, on any pretence 
hatſoever, is to lay aſide his Command, and fo to 
rrrupt and diſmember his Worſhip. | 

2. The private performance of a Duty ovght 
no means to interfere with, or hinder the pub- 
k. We muſt pray to God, praiſe him, and 
ſtruct our Families in private; and yet God for- 
d, that our doing theſe privately, ſhould baniſh 
je uſe of them from our publick Aſſemblies ;, or 
Wat any one ſhould think himſelf excuſed from 
ttending on the publick performance of them, 
account of his private Diligence in them: And 
e lame Rule holds for reading the Holy Scrip- 
res. | 

. God tells the Children of I/7ae!, Deut. vi. 6 
J theſe words which I command thee this day, ſhall 
in thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently 
thy Children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt 
thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, and 
en thou lie ſt down, and when thou riſeſt up------and 
1 ſhalt write them on the poſts of thy houſe. Here is 
much private diligence, in reading and teach- 
g the Law, required of the 17aelites, as any 
iriſtian can pretend to exerciſe; and yet all this 
re, to preſerve the knowledge of the Law by 
vate ſtudy and exerciſe, did not make the Read- 
Ws it, in their Synagogue, unneceſſary, or pre- 
it God from requiring them to uſe it as a part 
his 1 1 Worſhip, Deut. 31. 11. And there- 
re all your Diligence in reading the Scriptures 
wately, or your teachers exhorting and re- 


quiring 
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quiring you to do it, ought not to warrant The 
or Pur diſpenſing with the Command of God 
that appoints the reading his Word, as a parte 
his publick Service. But, 

4. When People are left to themſelves in pri 
vate, they may either do, or not do a thing aff 
they pleaſe: And we are aſſured, That there . 
many who come to Church, and hear the word 
God read there, that neither can, nor ever wou 
be at the pains to read it in private. It is then 
fore a great Temptation to the people to be negl 
gent; a great want of Care in a Church, to lear 
ſo material a thing, as the reading of the wor 
of God, to private diligence. We find by expe 
rience, that where no publick effectual Care ist 
ken to inform the generality of Men, the Kknon 
ledge of God's word ſenſibly decayes, and is in 
fair way to be loſt. The Papiſts read the Scripture 
in a Language that the people do not underſtan 
and we ſee into what groſs ignorance they are ft 
len by this means. Thoſe of your perſwaſion -: 
(generally ſpeaking) do not read them at all in yo 
Meetings, and the conſequence of this is, Th: 
many of our common People are ſtrangers to the very N 
ſtory of the Bible, and the Firſ Principles of Chriſt 
nity; as I have found on Tryal, to my great tra 
ble and aſtoniſhment. This pretence therefore. 
Peoples reading the Holy Scriptures in private, will Wl 
no means juſtifie you, for breaking God's Collf.. 
mand, in omitting the publick reading of them, i 
part of God's Service in the Congregations. 

The!ſecond Pretence, that Lhave met with 
this Omiſſion, is, That ſince the penning of the Seri 
ures, and ſettling of the Church by the Apoſtles, 
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Hei aſe is much altered with Chriſtians ;, That Printing 
2 „ not then known, and conſequently Copies of the Bible 
2 few, and hard to come by: Few could then read 
Wir, if they had them, and therefore (ſay ſome) read- 
bh the Scriptures in the Aſſemblies, was then abſolute- 
S J neceſſary, otherways the generality muſt have been 
rd gers te them: But now Copies of the Bible, by 
ens of Printing, are become common, and eaſie to 
— had, and moſt Families have ſome in them that can 
jo ead;, And therefore the publick Reading them is not 
len Pecefſary. | 13 
world, . The plain Anſwer to this, is, Firſt, That 
ende Reading the Scriptures publickly is an Inſtiru- 
s: Therefore to lay it aſide on the ac- 
nonbunt of the Invention of Printing, is in effect to 
in Tbat Men have found out a better way to 
tun opagate the knowledge of God's word, than He 
ſtaniſtituted; and plainly to lay aſide his Command, 
ref Man's own Inventions. | | 
ago 2: God has promiſed, that there ſhall be always 
1y0 eligious Aſſemblies, and has commanded his Word 
Tube read in them, which is a certain means to 
„ eſerve the Knowledge thereof, as long as there 
72 aChurch;but he has no where promiſed the con- 
 tro}-2© commonneſs of Bibles, nor ability to People 
core read them at home. To omit therefore the In- 
vill ien of God for reading his Word, and to rely on 
Calkoples procuring and reading Copies of the Bible 
„ al} yately, is to leave God's way, and preſumptu- 
ay depend on that, which has no promiſe an- 
ith 0 exed to it. ; 
„S, How eaſie ſoever we may imagine the obtain- 
les, 
( 


is Copies of the Bible, and notwithſtanding the 
mber of thoſe that e 
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74 OF Hearing. Chap. II 
ny Families even amongft Proteſtants, that can ge HPec 
ther compaſs a Bible, nor get any to read it, race 
they had one; and therefore this Expedient Hrn 
roways ſufficient to ſupply the Deſigns of Go/Mnot 
Inſtitution, in commanding it to be read publicklyſtake 
4. Let us ſuppoſe Bibles to be as common as Mat. 
can deſire, and that every one can read them, as 
who will ſecure us, that they will do it? Peopliſhe | 
whilſt the firſt Fervour of a Reformation is chere. 
them, may perhaps be diligent, ſo long as thhem 
Scripture is a Novelty to them, or Zeal for a pars, h 
ty inſpirits them; but when this wears off, as Fight 
generally does in a little time, we ſee by experiſſperſy 
Ence, that their care, of Reading and Meditatinſo th 
in the Scriptures decays with it; and there aring 
at this Day, too many of all parties, that neithWnde! 
read themſelves, nor hear one Chapter read in into t 
whole Year, except at Church. And therefore ha 
to omit the publick reading them, on preſumpii 6. 
on, that the People will do it themſelves, ſince None 
is ſo eaſie for them to do it, is the ready way tot b 
introduce an Univerſal Ignorance of God's worded | 
and reduce us again to Popery; the moſt effe&uFlies c 
Bar againſt which, is the Bible in our own Langince 
uage. ER Feat ir 
J. People may be obliged to come to the publicQ{care 
Congregation, and hear the word of God reaqbeir 
Though they have no Inclination to it, and wund it 
they neglect, they may be reproved or puniſheQhey h 
but this is not practical when theScriptures are !Fiblic 
quired only tobe read in private Families. Expeſppis'd 
ence ſhews us, that there is great difference betweQate b 
theſe two Methods in point of Efficacy. We f The 
N ENlaud and Wales, where publick Reading Wittin 
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Wratiſcd, the People generally embraced the Re- 
Wormation, but ia Vreland, were the ſame care was 
not taken, they rejected it. Had God's way been 
aken, and the Scriptures as conſtantly read to the 
Native Fiſh, in a Language they underſtood, as it 
vas in England or Wales, there is little doubt, but 
he Reformation had ſucceeded as Univerſally 
ere, as it did there; but the want of this has kept 
hem in ignorance to this day, which may convince 
„ how inefteQtual all our Contrivances are to en- 
ighten Men, if reſpect of God's Inſtitution. 1am 
der ſwaded, that if ever the Native Viſh be brought 
o the Knowledge of God's word, it muſt be, by ha- 
ring it read; to them publickly in a Language they 
gender ſtand, and not by thruſting Bibles privately 
nto their Hands; of the ineffectual neſs of which, 
jc have had an Experiment 150 Years. 
6. But laſtly, Inſtead of all other Arguments, 
one of us are ignorant, that the word of God can- 
ot be preſumed to have the ſame Efficacy when 
Fead privately, as it hath when read in the Aſſem- 
lies of Ori ſtians, according to God's appointment: 
Nice he has given us a peculiar Promiſe to be pre- 
ent in ſuch Aſſemblies. And there are no diligent 
earers of rhe word publickly read, but are ablefrom 
heir own experience to teſtifie, that they often 
nd it to have a different force and efficacy, when 
hey hear it read, as a part of his Ordinance in the 
Pablick Aſſemblies, in which he has peculiarly pro- 
is d his preſence, than when they read it in pri- 
echate by themfelves. „ 
re Third Pretence l have found alledged for o- 
WÞitting the regular reading the Bible in your Meet- 
gs, is That it takes up too much time, and is a hin- 
5 K 2 france 
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76 Of Hearing, Chap. 1 
drance to the more profitable Duty, of what you comm 
ly call Preaching. 

1. I intreat you to conſider, That there is; 
time for every thing, and ſince God has appointe 
reading his word, a time and room in aur public 
Aſſemblies, who are we, that we ſhould preſum 
to throw it out? This ſurely is to ſet up our ſelye 
againſt God, and to think, that we are able t 
order Things better for the Edification, of hi 
Church than he has done. Surely we ought r: 
ther to take care, ſo to diſpoſe our Sermons, tha 
they may not interfere with any other Inſtitutia 
of God: But, that whatever time we allow ther 
there may remain ſufficient for reading God's Ho 
word; which I have proved, is in Scripture Lang 
uage Preaching , And therefore to juſtle this out 
to make our own Diſcourſes longer, is plainly td 
prefer our way of Preaching to God's. If there wen 
a neceſlity that one or the other muſt be omited 
Modeſty ought to teach us, to omit our own words 
rather than God's. 

2, Suppoſe, that upon ſome Extraordinary Oc 
caſion, it may be Lamful to omit reading God's Wor 
in our Aſſemblies, that we may have the mort 
time to manage a Diſcourſe for the Iſtruction of thi 
People, yet it can never be juſtifiable, to make thiFi 
a common practice; which is, to put a manifel 
Contempt on the Mord of God. 

A Fourth Pretence againſt reading the Scriprure 
publickly in a regular Method, is, That they art 
hard to be underſtood, or applied, and therefore only 
auch of them ought to be read at a time, as the Mini 
fer may explain and ajply to his Auditory. And thr 

PI © 
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me verſe thus applied, is better than many Chapters read 
ithout ſuch application. | 

1. It is to be conſider'd, Firſt, That it is againſt 
he general Opinion of the Reformed Churches, who 
Wniverſally teach, That the Scriptures are plain, 
Ma all things neceſſary to Salvation. And there- 
ore there is not that univerſal Neceſſity of an Ex- 
planation of every place of Scripture, that is to 
e read, as is pretended. . 

2. The Holy Scriptures, when heard with Humi- 


i and Attention, apply themſelves better than any 


ſan can do it. The Words of them are the Words 
Ged, and they have a plainneſs, force, and ſpirit in 


10 


„lem, which no Humane Eloquence can improve, 


Yd therefore it is a great Affront to them, to 
uy, that they have little efficacy, except a Mini- 
ter apply them. 
cr 3. Suppoſe, one Verſe well applied, to be better 
edan many Chapters (for which there is no col- 
dur) yet this would not juſtifie the omiſſion of 
ding them publickly ; for no Application can be 
OcÞ well made of them, whilſt People are not 
/orroughly acquainted with them. It ought there- 
or@re to be our firſt care, to read them to the People 
tigten, and ſolemnly, that they may be acquainted 
thiYith the whole Body of them, aud then one word 
ifef Application may do more good, than many Ser- 


ons to People, not ſo prepared with the general 


uri led ge of them. | 
The literal knowledge of the will of God muſt 


ily Mvays go before the ſaving, and is the beſt Inro- 


Anion to it. Now the reading the Law in the ears 


thaff the People, is the means appointed by God, to 


auch them that literal knowledge; and therefore, 
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78 Of Dearing, Chap. III epre 
while your Teachers have laid aſide this means . 
God's Appointment, they have, in a great meaſure” 
debai red People of the Spiritual and Saving knoy mple 
ledge of his Will. pr 
4. Fourthly, Reading a Verſe or two, 40e 
truſting to the Miniſters Application, without th 
Peoples being acquainted with the whole Body © 
the Scriptures, does put Chriſtians too much i} © 
the power of their Teachers, and makes them liabl 2. 
to be ſeduced by them. This is the very Artifice edis 
whereby the Romiſh Prieſts keep their People ii“ 
ignorance ;, and your Teachers uſing the ſame Mel 
thod (while it is manifeſt, that ſo great a Par 
of their People, either do not, or cannot, rea 
them at home) ſcems too like a deſign on thei 
Fearers, and tempts the World to ſuſpect, thi :. 
they are afraid of the naked Simplicity of th dla 
Scriptures, ſince they dare not truſt their People >< 
with Fearing them publickly read, except the lic. 
add their own gloſſes to them. ES wy. 
The Fifth Pretence that I have met with, ff” wi 

haying aſide the publick reading the Word of God, 3. 
That the dead Leiter ( as ſome call it ) is a dull form N 
thing, without Spirit or Life, where it is not applied | 
the Souls of Men, by the Spirit of God ſpeaking in mpl: 
Mini ſters, and that without ſuch: Aſſiſtance, theScri ſaid 
tures have little Efficacy on the Heart. | 6. 4 

1 hope, there are few of any Communion wif ein 
own. this pretei ce, ſince it is ſo horrid a Reflect ty: , 
on, and Afﬀront on the Word of God. I will hon oh It « 
ever, in anſwer to it, offer theſe following Col 1 
ſiderations. BD i 5 C 
1. That the Holy Scripture: give a Characq den 
of themſelves very different from this. Tl 


n 


—— 


[an wiſe to Salvation, as giving wiſdom to the 
mple, as converting the Soul, with many other 
xpreſſions, to denote the Efficacy thereof on 


he Word, as dull and formal, as a meer dead Let- 
7, that cannot engage the attention of the Hear- 
;, or reach their Hearts, is too near Blaſphemy. 
2. We are certain, that God ſpeaks to us im- 
ediately by his Holy Spirit in his Word: And 
here the Spirit of God is, there is Pomer. But when 
len ſpeak their own Words, or pretend to apply 
he Words ori Paſſages of Scripture, tho' they ſeem 
d do it with the greateft Zeal and Learning, 
et they may be miſtaken ; nay they may deceive 
5: And therefore, wholly to lay aſide the im- 
ediate Dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, recorded in 
he Scriptures, for any pretended Explication Or 
plication, made by Men, is manifeſtly to ex- 
inge God's undoubred Words and Command, 
r what may be a meer Humane Invention. 
fl 3- Tis to be conſidered, that the People have 
Ways been apt to grow weary of the Service 
| God, in the way of his own appointment, and 
Implain of it, as dull and tedious, ſo Mal. i. 13. 
aid alſo, what a wearineſs is it, and ye ſnuffed 
it. And the reaſon is, becauſe the way of God's 
pointing is always more Spiritual, in reſpect of 
Fat, which is of Man's own Invention, and there- 
re it cannot be ſo eaſie or agreeable to the car- 
Minds of Men. 0 
4. It ought therefore to be capſidered by you, 
hen People complain of being dl, and oa, 


p 
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epreſent the Word of God, as the Sword of the 
writ, as quick and powerful, as able to make 4 


he Hearts of Men; and therefore, to reflect on 


& Of Hearing, Chap. nec 
ed, by meer Hearing the Word of God read, wheinſpi 
ther this do not truly proceed from a Carnal 
and Wicked Heart, eſtranged from the Spirit 
God, and whether the reaſon,that Sermons pleaſe 
and affect more than a Chapter out of the Zibl, 
be not the Novelty and ontward Ornaments of 
them, rather than the Spiritualneſs of the Di 
courſe. We are ſure St. Paul ſuppoſeth ſuch 
as are not affected with the Mord of God, to bi" 
meer Natural, or Carnal Men, 1 Cor. ii. 1; 
where having taken notice of ſpeaking, Met i 
words which Man's wiſdom teacheth, but which t 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth, he adds, but the natural Ma 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: For t 
are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, fi 
-- they are ſpiritually diſcerned. From whence it clear 
ly follows, that the reaſon why Men do not under» 
ſtand, or receive the things of God delivered . 
them, in the words of Scripture, dictated by thi 
Holy Ghoſt, is, becauſe they are meer Natur 
Men, and want the Spirit f God. Whoer 
therefore is more affected, or delights more in 
Sermon than in aChapter of the Bille, has reaſoÞiicu 
to look into his Heart, and examine himſelſſp the 
whether he have the Spirir of God. Thoſe menfant. 
tioned in Scripture, that had that Spirit, delightF*rs C 
ed in the Law of?God: It was the Joy of thel 
Hearts; they preferred it to all things, they mt 
ditated in it day and night: And were ſo far frot 
turning it out of their publick Aſſemblies, thi 
the Hearing it read was a great part of their Wot 
ſhip. Whoever therefore lays aſide this Practice 
have reaſon to ſuſpet, that they want thi 
Temper and Spirit, with which thoſe Holy Men We 
* 8 oy 8 — = 
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Peg. INT. Hom pracfiſel b Difienters. Rx 
Inſpired; and notwithſtanding all their Pretences 
oa more than ordinary Spiritualnefs, and Refor- 


od, at leaſt, not as they ought. | 
I find it alledged, as a Sixth Pretence, for not 
Mreading the word of God in your Meetings, That 4 
d may read them, and perform this Duty; and 
When what need it take up the Miniſters time. I 
To which there needs no other Anſwer, than 


eſs to be yalued, becauſe it is eaſie. On the 


ore eaſie it is. Miniſters are not ſet apart for 
ificult things only, which others cannot per- 
erm; but they are to execute the Office that 
od has impoſed on them, whether it be eaſie or 


is Miniſters to Baprize, In the Name of the Father, 
Kc. Now to pour on Water in this Form, is no 
ch difficult thing, but a Child, or any elſe, 
ight perform it; Neither is there any greater 
Mculty in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as 
the Eſſentials of it. Yet J ſuppoſe it will be 
ranted by all, that it belongs only to the Mini- 
ers Office, to perform theſe, and that they muſt 
It delegate them, or any part of them to others, 
omit them, becauſe they are eaſie; and that 


-onÞiey have a quite different Sacredneſs, Efficacy 
bad Force, when performed by a Perſon, Ordain- 
7orÞ and Authorized to this purpoſe, than when 
ici formed by another: And the ſame Rule holds 

offering up our Prayers, and in Rexding the 
yerriptares; A Man wy read them at Home, a 


nation, are little advanced above the Natural 
Nen, that neither receive or reliſh the things of 


hat the Service of God is not leſs his, or the 
ontrary, *tis the more ſinful to neglect it, the 


ficult. As for Example, God has commanded 


Chile - 


(2 


3%: f Bearing, Chap. III 
Child may read them in Church, but they hae: 
not the ſame Aſſurance of Efficacy, and a BleſFion 
ſing, as when they come from the Mouth of That i 
Perſon, ſet apart by God's Ordinance for thifſhoſt 
purpoſe. | gn? ; o lea 

I make no doubt, but the Experience (as I hagener 
Faid ) of moſt Chriſtians, from what they hancgle: 
felt in their own Hearts, in Hearing the Word V. 
God publickly read, will atteſt the Truth of thihink 
Now if you, my Friends, know and own this, Mis E 
I hope the generality of you do, you muſt ſee t 
unreaſonableneſs of this Pretence. If any of ye 
do not know it, you muſt give me leave to ſa 
that J fear it is from Ignorance, and not conſid 
ing the Scriptures. And *tis your Teachers Dutyt 
inform you better. Reading the Scripture being ai 
lowed by their Directory to be a part of Gu 
publick Worſhip. We have this Rule there 
expreſs Words, That it is requiſite, that all the Ci 
nic al Books be read over in order, that the People 
be the better acquainted with the whole Body of Sen 
tures. Now if you can ſhew but one Meeting i 
the laſt Age, in which this has been duly p 
formed, we. will not accuſe you ſo geneially 
violating God's Command in this point 5 but 
there be not one ſuch Meeting, you ought to co 
ſider, how you will excuſe your ſelves befc 
God. And I think it neceſſary here, to obſer 
to.you, how inſignificant general Rules are, wit 
out deſcending to a particular Determination 
Circumſtances. - Here we have in your. Direii 
a general Rule (ſuch as it is) for Reading if 
_ Scripture, but for want of being particular, 
r nee net Game Prove: book It, 1 


£ 


Ss 
- 


| i Me” 

Se. III. How prattiſed by Dißenters- 83 
ion if it yet was ever once obſerved, or indeed. 
What it is Practical to obſerve it. And it is ſo al- 
Moſt in every other general Rule, and therefore, 
leave the Ser vice of God to be Ordered by ſueh 
eneral Rules only, is in effect to Teach People to 
eglect it. Ys | VI 
U. Theſe are all the Reaſons that I can poſſibly 
Wink of, or have heard urged for Jour Practice in 
Wis Point. I will not ſay, but others may be 
retended, but I muſt proteſs, that I do not re- 
ember to have met with them; If I had, I would 
we given them a due Conſideration { I am per- 
aded, that they cannot be of greater force, than 
ofe I have examined. And that they can never 
cuſe Tou, in this Matter, from manifeſt Breach 
Gos Command, in preterring Mens Invention to 
Inſtituionn. . 850 | 
After all, I muſt-profeſs to You, That I look on 
theſe to be only Pretences; and that the true 
eaſon of Men's Negligence in this Duty, is given 
2 Tim. iv. 3. For the time will come, (ſaith the A- 
oſtle ) when they will not endure ſound Doctrine; but. 
er their own Luſts, ſhall they beap up to themſelves. 
achert, having itching Ears. An itching Ear here, 
n ſigniſie nothing ſo properly, as an Ear that 
res Novelty and Variety: Becauſe therefore our 
hurch gives the People little that is New, in 
r Prayers, or Reading the Scriptures, but retains a 
m of ſound Words, in the one, and the plain 
ord of God, in the other ; Hence it is, that ſome 
ople cannot endure our Service, but heap up to 
emſelves Teachers, that inſtead of the Praiſes, 
gers, and Sermons of God's immediate Appoint- 
r, will gratifie them every Meeting with a 
* 1 ü New 
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84 Of Hearing. Chap. III. 
New Prayer, without troubling them with ſuch 
Prayers or Sermons, as they think Old, which ar 
incomparably better; only the [ching. Ears of: th 
People, as the Apoſtle foretold, are pleaſed wit 
the Novelty and Variety of the one, and: diſguſt the 
Reputation of the other, as the /ſ/raelites did that 
of Angels Food, Eſal. Ixxviil. 25. Numb. 21. F. and 
II. 6. | 8 

It is the Duty of all Miniſters, and the Buff Va. 
neſs of the truly Conſcientious, to check an 
curb this Humour in the People; and notwit 
ſtanding alt Diſcouragements, the Miniſters 0 
Our Church, inſtead of complying with them, har 
conſtantly reproved them for their Negligeng 
and Levity, where they found them Guilty. Bu 
as Aaron to pleaſe the 1/raelites, made the Gol 
Calf, ſo ſome Ainiſters, (tho' contrary to their owl 4 
Principles) have changed God's Inſtitution to ple: 
their People; and left out the conſtant and regul: 
Reading of God's Word, becauſe their People gre 
weary of it. But let all Men judge, who behav 
themſelves moſt like the Miniſters of Chriſt; ' We 
who-keep to the Reading G ods Word, accord ing ( 
His own Inſtitution, whether the People will her x 
or forbear ; or, They that comply with. them, al 
by aſide God's Commands, to oblige and gif 
them. | „ #8 INT 6 
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of God, or Deſign of Religious Aſſem- 
= = blies, is Viſible or Bodily Adoration; ſuch 
mongſt us are Uncovering. the Head, Bowing, Kneel- 


miſſion, by which we openly acknowledge the. 
e inward ſenſe we have of theſe Attributes. 
Je ſame. Method, as in the former, and conſider, 
ford us, for the performance of this, Duty. Se- 
Ind the Reaſons they alledge for it. 
1. As to the firſt of theſe,. we find a poſitive 


cv. 6. O come, let us worſhip and bow down, let 


reſence with Thank giving. And that this bowing 
Mr kneeling is to be 1nterpreted, Literally, not Figu- 
| SN ratively, 


Vat the Holy Scriptures preſcribe concern- 


He Fourth Part of the Publick Worſhip | 


% and other outward Signs of Reverence and 
ercy, the Juſtice, and Power of God, and expreſs, | 
In treating of this Head, I will keep my ſelf to 
rſt, the Rules and Examples, that the Scriptures: 
Fondly, Compare the Prafice, of our Church with 
nem. Thirdly, Examine the Diſſenters Practice, 
mmand of God, for Bodily. Warſhip in publick, Pſ. 
kneel before the Lord our Maker. The: ſecond. 


Aerſe of this Pſalm plainly ſhews us, that this is 
eant of publick Worſhip : Let us come:before his 
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ratively, appears from the ſame Verſes, wher 
Singing, Thankſgiving, and-Pſalms, are all Literally tolf 
be underſtood ; and there is no more reaſon foi 
underſtanding bowing and kyeeling in a figyrative 
ſenſe, than the other. . 

II. The ſame Bodily Worſpip is required by the 
Second Commandment, which forbids us to bw 
down to a graven Image, by which words we are 
commanded to bow down to God; for it is confeſ. 
ſed by all, and laid down as a. Rule by the Aſſem- 
blies larger Catechiſm, That the Negative Com- 
mandments include in them the contrary Poſitive; that Pure 
is to ſay, When a Commandment forbids us any 
thing, it requires us to perform the Duty contrary 
to what is forbidden. As for Example, whet 
the firſtCommandment'forbids us to have any oth 
Gods before the Lord, it requires us to own and 
worſhip Him for our only God : And after the: 
ſame manner, all other Commands are to be in 
terpreted. By which Rule, when the Second 
Commandment, Exod. xx. 5. forbids us in theſt 
Words, Thou ſhalt not bow down to them, nor ſerve 
them, it requires us to practiſe the contrary Du 
ties, in our Addreſſes to God, To bow. down ti 
Him, and ſerve Him, that is to worſhip Him, boti 
with the worſhip of our Bodies and And: There 
fore, as he that either bows, or kneels, or _vyſes ap 
poſture of Reverence to a graven Image, breakes the 
Second Commandment ; ſo doth he, wha, on ocF 
caſion of pabl;ck Worſhip, either refuſes, or negletts te 
uſe ſome ſuch poſture to God. It being a Contempt of 
God, and contrary to His Commands, to Pray to} 
Him; for inſtance, without ſome poſture of Ad 
ration to Him, when we can do it, as well, as I! 

18 7 


Ws a fin to kneel to an Image, without Praying to 
t, which the Papiſts pretend to do: the one is 
olatry, and the other Sacrilege: For the Reaſon, 
hy we are not to bow down to an Idol, is, be- 
zuſe *tis an Act of Worſhip due to God. And 
rhether we give, what is due to him, to an Image, 
ehr refuſe to pay it to Himſelf, we are equally 
Robbers of God, we deny him his Honour, and 
ehre guilty of Sacrilege. | 
Cl I wiſh all concerned may ſeriouſly conſider, and 
mend their Practice in this particular. | 
III. But the Practice of Holy Men, and of the 
urch of God in Scripture, are the beſt Interpre- 
ers of Gods Commands ;, and from them we may 
earn, what he requires or approves in his Wor- 
e. Now through the whole Old Teſtament, we 
Ball never find any one ſitting at his Devotions : 
ndWut on all occaſions of Worſhip, eſpecially in Pu- 
hehe Aſſemblies, the People of God ſtood, kneeled, 
nSowed, or proſtrated themſelves. *Tis ſaid in- 
nalieed, 2 Sam. 7. 8. That King David then went, 
ſend fat before the Lord: But here the Original word 
ſs capable of another ſignification, and may as 
u ell be tranſlated, that he remained, ſtayed, or 

tobode before the Lord; and accordingly it is thus 
tranſlated in other places of Scripture, particu- 
reFarly, Gen. xxii. 5. and xxiv. 55. and xxix. 19. 
King. xii. 2. This place therefore is no Excep- 
theFion againſt that practice, which is ſo evident 
oc rough the whole Old Teſtament, that Holy 
to len worſhipped God with their Bodies, as well 
t os with their Minds. 11 5 

ta IV. We ſhall find the ſame practiſed by our Sa- 
argiour and his Apoſtles, in the New Teſtament. 
> If 9 I 5 5 
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Our Saviour undonbtedly is the beſt Example 


his beloved Aary came into his preſence, John i 


Paid him only whilſt he was Bodily preſent, 
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can propoſe to onr ſelves, for the worſhip | 
—_ and we ought to imitate what he did e 
oved. Kow if we confider the worſhip 
offered to his Father; we ſhall find him addi, ): 
ſing himfelf to him with bowing the Body, wil 
Kneeling and Proſtration, as well as with ro 
Cries and Tears; ſo Afar. xxvi. 39. And he u 
a little further, and fell on his Face, and prayed, 
my Father, &c. and Luke xxii. 41. He kneeled dn 
and prayed. And as he paid this Bodily Worſ 
to God, ſo he accepted the ſame from Men, WI 
he was on Earth: Thus the wiſe Men worſhig 
ped him in his Cradle, Mar. ii. 11. When they ſantlf 
young Child and his Mother Mary, they fell dank &( 
Thus they, that deſired to be Cured by him, af 
dreſſed themſelves to him, Mark v. 22. When | 
Jaw him, he fell at his Feet, and beſought, &c. Al 
after the ſame manner, thoſe, 4 were Cure 
by him, returned him Thanks, Luke xvii. 16. Th 


32. And Mat. xxviii. 9. They held him by the Fe 
and worſhipped him. Our Saviour looked on th: 
Bodily Worſhip to be ſo indiſpenſably his ag, 
that he accepted of it from the very Devils, ai 
they durſt not forbear to pay it to him, Mar ii g 
11. And unclean ſpirits, when they ſaw him, fell dn f 
before him, and cryed, Thou art the Son of God. A 0 pr 
thus the very Heathen, as well as his Diſciple... 
approached him, even whilſt he was in his ſat 
of Humiliation. 

And that we may not be tem pted to think, tha 
dur Saviour admitted this Bodily, Worſhip, tel 


un 


— 
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ay obſer ve, St. Sephen preſents hisPrayer with the 
me poſture, Acts vii. 60. He kneeled domn, and cryed 
ith a loud Voice, Lord, lay not this ſin to their charge. 
IV. The Scriptures repreſent to us the firſt 
Mhriitians thus glorifying God with their Bodies, 
s St. Paul expreſly commands us, 1 Cor. vi. 20.) in 
e publick Aſſemblies, as we may learn from 1Coy. 
Iv. 25. Where the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of a Hea- 
en coming into the Aſſembly of Chriſtians, and 
ing convinced, addeth, and ſo ſalling down on his 
e, he will worſhip God. If it had not bcen the 
Wſom for Chriſtians to do thus, it would never 
we been expected from a Heathen, or reckoned 
1] d = | 
Argument of his Conviction. If the Church 
riumphant in Heaven may be allowed a fit Pat- 
rn to us, of what is decent in the Worſhip of 
Jad, we find them paying this Bodily Worſhip to 
T' ny PER 
„Iod, Rev. vii. 11. Ard all the Angels Stood about 
if Throne, and about the Elders, and about the Beaſts, 
fell on their Faces before the Throne, and worſhip- 


e we find practiſed by the Church on Earth, 
„ xxi. 5. where St. Paul, and the Church of 
, Kneeled down on the ſhore, and prayed.. After 
e ſame manner he took his leave of the'Elders 
Epheſus, Act. xx. 25. He Ineeled down, and pray- 
wth them all. So conſtantly are Bodily Worſhip 
d Prayer joined together, that bowing the Knee, 
. metimes ſigniſies Prayer, Eph. iii. 14. For this cauſe 
my futes unto the Father of our Lord Jeſuschriſt. 
VI. The Scriptures repreſent this Bodily Wor- 
lp, as the moſt proper external Act of Adora- 
n: If we look into the Scriptures, we ſhall 
Ft {10d anne the Scriptures, 
| Or 
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'"B4 God, ſo Chap. iv. 10. and Chap. xix 4. And the 
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properly in Scripture called Worſhip, as fig 


of Sabadh and of Shathah; the latter of which int 


or Adminiſtring the Sacraments,termed Wor, 
they are indeed Duties which we are obliged 
perform to the Honour of God, but not immedi: 
direct Acts of Worſhip, properly ſo called: N 
Worſhip is properly the Subjection of our Minds 
God; and that is a proper Act of External Worſlif 
which directly ſignifies this Subjection or Su 
miſſion of our Minds: But Prayer ſignifies 0 
Deſires of good things from God, and only in 
realy our Subjection to him; Praiſes, immediat 
ly ſignifie the ſenſe we have of God's Excellenci 
and only by conſequence our Submiſſion ; Re 
ing the Scriptures is a means of Inſtruion, and ten 
to bring us to ſubmit to Goa, but does not dire 
expreſs it. And the Sacraments primarily ſigni 
God's Grace to us, rather than our Submiſſion 
Him. All theſe may in a large Senſe, upon ve 
good Grounds, be look'd upon as parts of Wok 
becauſe they do imply ſach Submiſſion ; 

bending or bowing the Body is that which 


fying immediately and naturally the bend 
and Submiſſion of our Souls, and nothing elſe. 

In the Old Teſtament, the Words rendred Wi 
ſhip, ſignifie properly and originally to bow du 
or proſtrate the Body. This is the proper ſigniſicati 


Second Command is render'd to bow down : and ve 
often when the Original has they bowed down th: 
ſelves, the Tranſlators render it they Worſhiped. \ 
Pſal. 95- 5. and Jer. 1. 16. And Worſhipped 
work of their own hands. Tn the Original tis, 7 
bowed themſelves down to the work, &c. Gen. xx 


32. He Worſhipped the Lord, bowing himſelf 7 F 
5 ar 


d. I. How warranted by Scripture. 91 


ith. The Original has no more but He bowed 
%% to the Earth to the Lord, ſo Pſal. xcv. 5. 
nd the ſame holds generally through the whole 
Wl Teſtament ;, from whence it follows, that in 
e Opinioa of our Tranſlators, to bow ones ſelf to 
e Earth, is that proper Act which they call 
rſhip. And hence the whole Worſhip of God is 
zuified by bowing before him, Micah vi. 6. Where- 
th ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow my ſelf be- 
e the high God; that is, How ſhall I worſhip him 
Weept ably ? ; 
As to the New Teſtament, the Word generally 
Tere rendered W.rſhip, properly ſignifies a Bodily 
ſtion  arooxvyia ͤ is Originally to pay Homage by 
Kiſs, as we now kiſs the King's Hand, which 
vally was done kneeling And hence Kneeling, 
d Worſhipping ſignifie the ſame thing in the IVew 
ſtament, and the one is put for the other. Thus 
lat. viii. 2. There came a Leper and worſhipped 
n. The ſame Perſon is ſaid (Mart i. 40.) to 
me beſeeching him and kneeling to him. Of the 
maanitiſh Woman, it is faid (Mat. xv. 23.) 
a ſhe came and worſhipped him. And Mark 
s (Chap. vil. 25.) She came and fell at his 
r. Luke ſays of the Man among the Tombs, 
Wit he fell down before him, (Chap. vill. 28.) 
Wk, that He Worſhipped him, ( Chap. v. 6.) 
 Fairus, Mark and Luke ſay, that He fell down at 
Feet. Matthew, that he Worſhipped him. Luke vill. 
F Hark v. 22. Mat. ix. 18. So promiſcuouſly 
the Evangeliſts uſe the Words kneeling or falling 
an, and Worſhipping, to ſigniſie the ſame thing. 
hence we may learn, that when any is faid to 
ſhip Chriſt viſibly, by it is meant, they kneeted 
$5 M 2 | to 
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ſtanding, 1 King. viii. 14. And the King turned bf 
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92 Of Bodily Wozſhip, Chap. 1 
to him. And when we are commanded to worſhi 
God in the Congregation, the meaning is, tha 
we are required to expreſs the Submiſſion of or 
Minds by bowing our ſelves, or kneeling unto hin 
Hence the very Soldiers that in deriſion bow 
their knees to Chriſt, are ſaid to Worſhip hin 
Mark xv. 19. And St. John Rev. xxll. 8. whe 
he would Worſhip the Angel, fell before his Fer 
to which the Angel replyed, See thou do it not] 
Worſhip God. From which Text it clearly fol 
lows, that falling down is an Act of Worſhip, an 
that we are commanded by the Mouth of an A. 
gel to pay it to God. 

VII. We find in Scripture ſome Act of thi 
Bodily Worſhip accompanying every Religious Pe 
formance. Thus Prayers are generally offer 
with kneeling, and that. ſo conſtantly (as is d 
ſerved before) that to bow the Knee, in Scripture 
Language, is to Pray. Thus Praiſes, Thankl 
givings, and Confeſſions of Faith, are  offere 


Face about, and bleſſed all the Congregation of Ifta 
(and all the Congregation of Iſrael ſtood ) and he ſaid 

bleſſed be the Lord, &c. The ſame poſture is o T, 
ſerved, Verſ. 55. 2 Chron. xx. 19. And the Levites-- 
SFooa up to praiſe the Lord God of Iſrael with a lo 
voice, 2 Chron. xxix. 26. Neh. x. 40. And this v 
not a voluntary Act, but impoſed on the People 
as appears from Neh. ix. 5. Then the Levites 
ſaid, Stand up and bleſs the Lord your God, &C. | 
conformity to which, the Saints and Angels! 
Heaven are repreſented to us thus praiſing G0 
Rev. vii. 9. They ſtood before the Throne, and beſi 
the. Lamb . and cryed with a loud voice, [97 
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ulvaticn, & c. At reading the Holy Scriptures, 
oth Reader and People uſed the ſame poſture, 
5 appears from Neh. viii. 4. 5. And Ezra the Scribe 
ood on 4 Pulpit of Wood ---- and Ezra opened the 
Book, and all the People flood up. And Chap. ix. 3. 
ind they ſtood up in their place and read in the Book : 
hich our Saviour likewiſe obſerved, Luke iv. 16. 
Laſtly, They offered their Sacrifices with Bodily 
\doration. 2 Chron. . xxix. 27. And when the Burnt- 
erings begau, the Song of the Lord began alſo - 
$4rd all the Congregation worſhipped, and the Singers 
ang, and the Trumpets ſounded; and all this con- 
inued until the Brunt-Offering was finiſhed. 
he Word, as was obſerved, here rendered 
orſhiped, ſignifies litterally they bowed themſelves 
nn, and the meaning is, They continued pro- 
rate, or kneeling, whilſt the Burnt-Offeriag was 
Wffcred. Thus in every Religious Performance, the 
eripture has taken particular notice, and record- 
d to us, with what AQs of Bodily Worſhip 
Wt was offered up unto God. > | 


"SECT. II. 
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00 The Practice of our Church in Bodily 
he Wor ſhip. | | 


0 tis us in the next place compare our own 
Practice with this Repreſentation, and ſee 
> how we perform this part of viſible Wor- 

ip in our Church. 

I. Firſt then, when we come into the publick 
Aſſemblies, we believe our ſelves to come in- 
to Chriſt's preſence; becauſe he has promiſed, 
Mat. xviil. 21. Where two or three are gathered to- 
8 ether in my Name, there am I in the midft of them: 
a And 


94 Of Bodily TWozfhip, Chap. IV. 
And therefore in Obedience to the Commands of 
God in Scripture ; Tis our Cuſtom to litt up our 
Hearts to Him in Prayer, and bow our Bodies 
before Him ; This bowing our Bodies, when we 
come into the Aſſembly of Chriſtians met toge- 
ther in Chriſt's Name, and for his Service, 
tho” it be not enjoined by any Conſtitution of our 
Church, is generally practis'd by good People, as 
very decent in it ſelf, and edifying to others. Our 
bowing our Bodies thereforeat our coming into 
a Chriſtian Aſſembly for Worſhip, is only to pay 
that Bodily Worſhip to God, that He requires 
from us, when we comeinto his peculiar preſence, 
which preſence he He has promiſed in fuch Aſſem- 
blies. Some indeed are ſo weak as to term our 
thus Worſhipping God, a bowing to the Altar: 
Whereas our Church expreſly declaring againſt 
any Adoration to be paid to the conſecrated Bread 
and Mine, does much more declare againſt doing Nn 
L: to the Altar. en 
Il. Uncoverins the Head is a Mark of Reſpect a- 
mongſt us; and therefore we continue Uncover- 
ed whilſt the Aſſembly laſts; that is, whillt we 
are in Chriſt's preſence. The Cuſtom of the 
Eaſtern Church was, to Uncover their Feet in thei 
preſence of God; ſo Moſes and Foſhua were com. 
manded to do; (to which Solomon alludes, Ecclef. 
v. 1.) This was eaſily practiſed with them, be.. 
cauſe they wore nothing on their Feet but looſe 
Shoes and Sandals, which was readily ſlipt off; Pre. 
And this continued till our Saviour's time, as. 
appears by their waſhing their Feet when they 
came into Houſes, Luke vii. 44. Uncovering the 


Head is the ſame common Mark of Reſpe& with as 
F N us 
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us now, as Uncovering the Feet was with them in 
their time; and this uncovering the Feet being 
neither practicable with us, nor any Note of Re- 
ſpect among us, but rather the contrary, Our 
church has required us, inſtead of it, to Uncover 
uur Heads, Can. vii. ths 
For the Juſtification of this practice, give me 
leave to digreſs fo far, as to explain one paſſage 
in the New Teſtament, which ſeems to require, 
that a Man ſhould have his Head uncovered in the 
$s preſence of God, not as a Note of Reſpect, but of 
e MPriviledge. 1 Cor. xi. 7. For a Man indeed ought 
1- Jer to cover his Head, foraſmuch as he it the Image 
r Glory of God; but the Woman is the Glory of the 
Man. Which paſſage does not primarily relate 
to the covering the Head, but the Face, by a 
Vail, according to the Cuſtom of the Eaſtern 
Countries; and this covering the Face, was a Note 
ff Reſpect, as the contrary was a Note of Privi- 
a- edge: So we find, that when Rebecca was to a 
fear before her Husband (Gen. xxiv. 65.) She teck 
Vail and covered her ſelf. So ( Exod. iii. 6.) 
oſes hid his Face, for he was afraid to look upon God; 
ind Elijah wrapped his Face in his Mantle when he went 
m- Ir to meet God, 1 King. xix. 13. On the ſame 
le.. Necount the Seraphims cover their Faces with their 
be- Wings, Iſa. vi. 2. »Tis therefore à peculiar Privi- 
iledge and Favour to be allowed to appear be- 
Tre God uncover'd, and it is reckon'd as ſuch, 2 
r. 11. 18. But we all with open Face, beholding as in 
Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, &c. Thoſe that were 
the ut of Favour might not appear bare-faced before 
ith Reir Prince, but with their Heads covered, as Ha- 
us Nn was when the King ſignified his Diſpleaſure 
—_ 5 I 95 againſt 


. bas power to order Rites and Ceremonies, that is, tt 


the Apoſtle's general word of Decency. 
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96 of Bodily Woeſhip, Chap. IVPee 
againſt him, Eh. vii. 8. Now, for the under Hor 
ſtanding of the before cited place, we muſt con*!) 
ſider, that Man being the Image and Glory of God t, < 
is allowed to take this Confidence before God. 
which is denyed to Women.: For ſince: God en 
pleaſed to make Man his Image and Glory, it is nan 
fit that this his Glory ſhould be covered befot © 
Him : But on the other Hand, it is fit that Man 
Glory, which is Woman, ſnould be covered befor 15 
God. This, I canceive, is the full meaning of ti 
place, and has no relation to the manner of in rd 
couering the Head in uſe with us now; which is on 
ly a Mark of civil Reſpect, and that peculiar t: 
Men, and not to Women. But however, being 
an Honour paid to ex, there is no reaſon wh 
it ſhould: not be paid to God: On the contrary 
t ſeems to be required by the Apoſtle's -genera 
Injunction, Ler allthings be done decently. And it 
one of the Articles of our Church, That the Chur 
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determine what particular things come unde 


3. We ſtand up at our Praiſes, Thankſgiving 


and, Confeſſions of Faith, in Conformity to tht 7 
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Examples of Holy Scripture.. -  - 
4. At our Confeſſions of Sins, and at our Prayers 
we prefeat our ſelves before God on our Knee 
by.order ofour Church, according to the Exam 
ple of our Saviour, and the Church of God. 
III. We Celebrate the Holy Sacrament of ti 
Body and theBlood of Chriſt, in a worſhipping pc 
ſture. I know, that many except againſtjthis. | 


would engage me in a longer diſcourſe to examin” /*/: 


is fully; perhapsGod.may bercafter give me end 
3 8 portul 
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i 
ortunit y to diſcuſs it at large, at preſent I ſhall 
i hint at the Scripture-Grounds we have for 


„and that by the following deduction. . 
1. The Altar was of old the Lord's Table; 
rom whence his Attten- 


e offer polluted Bread upon tention is not to aſ- 
nine Altar, and ye fayWhere- ſert, That thescrip- 
lave we polluted thee? ſu tures require kneel- 
hat ye ſay, The Table of the ing at the Lord's 
rd is contemptible. Supper, buteto ſhew, 


rary to the Inſtitution of Chriſt; or Practice of 
he Apoſtles, who compare our receiving it, witit 
he Jems partaking of their Altar, to which they 
pproached with Adoration. 
2. On this account the H aclites came to the 
ti tar, and worſhipped before it, as being God's 
wſhble, on which the Sacrifice was preſented as his 
eat, of which they were permitted to partake : 
if? 2 Chron. vi. 12. And he ſtood before the Altar of 
Br Lord ----- verl. 13. And kneeled down on his 
offices + And 1 King. viii. 54. He aroſe from before 
I Altar from kneeling on his knees. Nor can it be 
d, that this kneeling of Solomon was only becauſe 
r offered up a Prayer at that time, and that 
e erefore he was in a praying poſture; for un- 
.mPudtedly it was the Duty of all that were pre- 
it at any Sacrifice, to offer up Prayers to God 
th the Sacrifice: And accordingly we find it 
dohmmanded 2 Kizg. XVI 22. Te (ball wor ſhip before 
Altar in Jeruſalem ; literally, Ye ſhall vow down 
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lants were fed, Mal. i. J. The Author's In- 


That it is not con- 
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3. TheCommunion-Table, is called the Lord! 
Table, 1 Cor. X. 21. | 

4. The 1/raclites partaking of the Altar, is pro 

ſed as an Example for our partaking of thi 
Lord's Table, 1 Cr. x. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing whic 
we bleſs, i3 it not the Communion of the Blood of Chrif 
The Bread which we break, is it not the Communion off 
the Body of Chriſt ;, ----- verſ. 18. Behold Iſrael aſter 
the Fleſh : Are not they which cat of the Sacrifices pa 
takers of the Altar? 

5- In alluſion to this Religious Eating with Bc 
dily worſhip, it is propheſied of our Saviou 
Pf. xxii. 29. All they that be fat upon the Earth (tha 
is, the favoured and happy Servants of God herd 

called in verſ. 20. The Meek ) ſhall Eat and Wir 


not 


WP. ral 
1 Since then the Scripture ſets forth to us a Re] ed 
ligious Eating at the Lord's Table with Worff II 
ſhip, and the Holy Communion is ſuch an Eating vic 
at his Table, it follows, that the Scripture warſf 21 
rants our worſhipping when we Eat. mo 

2. We are commanded in Sctipture to receinf ule 
the Holy Euchariſt Ig remembrance of Chriſt" s Deal ane 
and by it we ſhew his Death till he come: The ſamesScriſ pla 
tures command us to worſhip our Saviour; Fer Lo 
is the Lord, and worſhip thou him, Pſ. xlv 1I. of 
ever then we are to Worſhip our Saviour, it N cou 

certainly when we come to him in tlie neareſt Ar fall 
proaches, that we are capable of in this World us, 
and with the higheſt ſenſe of Gratitude, that ol gat 
Souls can admit of; to remember and adore hig the 
for the greateit Att of Love that could be exteny] uſe 
ed towards us, even laying down his Life 19 Ch 
us, and partake of the Benefits thereof by feel per 


| 
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Fig on him. If it be not our Duty to Worſhip 
im with our Bodies, as well as our Minds, on 
his occaſion, it is hard to ſay when we are oblig- 
d to do it. 

This Conſideration prevail'd with the Prote- 
ant Church of Poland, to oblige all their Mem- 
ers to receive kneeling or ſtanding, in Oppoſi- 
lon to the Socinians, who refuſed to pay any 
orſhip to our Saviour; and therefore celebrat - 
1 his Supper ſitting. The Words of their general 
aod are theſe, (Corpus Confeſſion. P. 236 Quod 
ttinet ad Ceremonias, Cc. As to the Ceremo- 
nies of the Lord's-Supper, the Decree ſome- 
time ago diſcuſs'd& in the Synod of Sandoti, and 
the Concluſion made, and repeated in the gene- 
ral Synod of Cracow and Perrokow, is all approv- 
ed in that Seſſion of the Synod of Vladyſlaw, viz. 
This ſitting at the Lord's-Table ſhall, not be 
uſed in any of the Churches of Poland or Lithua- 
nia, &c. ofour Communion: For this Cere- 
mony (tho' indifferent as others are) is not 
uſed by the Chriſtian and Reformed Churches; 
and is proper to the Infidel Arians only, who 
place themſelves in an equal Throne with the 
Lord. Since then ſitting has crept into ſome 
. F of our Churches, chiefly by the occaſion and 
it Y countenance of thoſe, who have miſerably 
Al fallen from us, and denied the Lord that bought 
or | us, We entreat and exhort all thoſe Congre- 
t oi gations, and our Brethren in the Lord, that 
bu they would change ſitting into the Ceremonies 
uſed by us Proteſtants in all the Reformed 


per may be adminiſtred to the Communicants 
| ig OS &« ſtand- 


Churches of Europe, even that the Lord's-Sup- 
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& ſtanding, or kneeling (with a Proteſtation . 

& gainſt Bread-worſhin uſed by the Papiſts ) both 
« which Rites ( as they have been hitherto uſed 
« in ſome Churches) we leave ſree, and approve 
& without. blaiming or giving Offence to tho 
& whouſe cither. This Synod was held Fun 
ce the toth. 1583. 55 fy 

The Synod of Petrokow,ahove. mention (held m 
1, 2,3.1578 p. 234)expreſſes itſelf in theſe Words 
& Becauſe thoſe Traiterous Fugitives from ust 
& Ari auiſin, who change al] thinos in the Church 
e pretending toimitate Chriſt without Diſcre 
tion, were the firſt Authors amongſt us, of ſit 
de ting at the Lord's-Table; contrary to thi 
d Rites uſed in ah the Reformed Churche 
cc Maronghout Eurcte. Therefore we reject thi 
% Ceremony, as proper to them, who treat 2 
« well Cri as his Scraments, irreverently, z 
te indecent and Irreligious, and very olleuſive u 
« well mcaning People. 

It ought to be ob ler ved, That this Chord 
reckons firtins a Ceremony : and a Cercmony0 
an ill Signi (fication, and Original; and not uſe 
by any Proteſtant Church in their Time. 


rea ſonableneſs of this, and grant, if it were lef 
to us how we world receive, that we ought tod 
it with Adoration : But, fay they, Obedience i 
better than Sacrifice; we are com manded to do will 
Chriſt did, and he inſtituted, and his Diſcipk 
received it, in a Tablc- poſture ; and therefore 

ought we: notwithſtanding the Scriptur es,Reaſol 
and Decency, ſeem to recommend another Fe 
ſture to vs. 
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IV. But I find moſt People acknowledge th 
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Now to this Aręument, which is the only one 
had brought from Scripture, and which ſcems 
o prevail with moſt, I Anſwer, _ 

1. That we are not required, nor is it con- 
Frenient to imitate all that Chriſt did. Neither 
tie Time, nor the Number of Receivers, nor the 
Poſture, being Obligatory to us ; as appears from 

t. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 23. who having occaſion to 
mention, what he received of the Lord, concern- 
Woo this Sacrament, mentions only our Saviour's 
taking Bread, giving Thanks, and Preaking it; and 
hen ſaying, Take, Tat; this is my Bedy, &. with- 
at the Circumſtances of the Number of Reccivers, 
dis Poſture, or being at Supper; Nay, that wc 
na) not think that this had any relation to a 
ommon Supper, or the Circumſtances of it, he 
ſerves, that Supper was done when he took the Cup. 
ur Saviour's Poſture therefore, whatever it was, 
$n0 wiſe Obligatory to us, it not being any part 
If what St. Paul profeſſes to have received from 
rift concerning this Sacrament. 

2. I havealready proved, that Religious Eat- 
is was accompanied with Bodily Worſhip and 
herefore if it were granted, that we were oblig- 
«to receive this Sacrament in a Table-Poſture, 
om the Example of our Saviour; yet it would 
ot follow, that we ſhould not receive it Kneel- 
Wis. *Tis certain, our Saviour did not Sit, but 
je, at Table, when he did eat his uſual Meals. 
vp ppoſe then, he had obliged vs to his poſture 
orc f Eating, we onght to Lye, as he did; but none 
eaſoſßſſert the Neceſſity of our doing ſo, or practiſe 
r Polls way. Since then all Parties change it, ſure 
de do better, that change it into the Religious 

| way 
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way of Eating, recommended tous intheScriptures, 
with Adoration, than others, that change our 


Saviour's way into Sitting, the common way off 


our Eating. | 
3. We have thus further to ſay for our Practice, 


That our Saviour was not at a Common Supper 


when he inſtituted this Sacrament, but at the 
Paſſover; which was a Sacramental Eating, and 
had a peculiar poſture preſcribed for it, Exod. xii. 
11. And though ſome think (but without war- 
rant from Scripture) that the Fews did not ob- 


ſerve this, yet it is owned, they obſerved another, 


which differed from the Common Poſture of 
Eating, and was reckoned Religious. However, 
tis ſpoken, that our Saviour perforried this Eat- 


ing with ſeveral Religious Ceremonies, that were 


not 1n the firſt Inſtirution : Such 1s that we find, 
Luke xxii. 17. And he took the Cup, and gave thanks, 
and ſaid, Take this, and divide it among your felves. 


This Cup is different from the Sacramental Cup, 


'Which is inſtituted, ver. 20. And therefore if we 


would imitate Chriſt, we ought to eat the Lord's 
Supper in a way peculiar to it ſelf, and different 


from our comman Meals. 


4. But Fourthly, The full Anſwer to the Ar- 
gument, is, That it goes on a falſe Suppoſition, 
That our Saviour inſtituted this Sacrament in the 
common poſture of Eating, Which no wiſe ap- 


pears in Scripture; neither can it be inferred 


from any thing ſaid or intimated by the Evangel: 
its, or St. Paul, but rather the contrary. Its 


true, whilſt the Diſciples were Eating, he tool 


Bread; but after that, he gave thanks, and bleſſed 


it; and then he brake it, and gave it to them: And 


15 


i 


an 
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es, It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the Diſciples conti- 
dur ved Eating, whilſt our Saviour was giving 
of ſhanks, and Bleſſing, that is, praying. Our Sa- 
Piour therefore, or his Diſciples, were not Eat- 
ng, but giving Thanks, and Praying, whilſt this 
icrament was inſtituted ; and therefore it was 
roper to be done (and, in probability, was done 
jy our Saviour) ina Thankſgiving, and Praying 
xi. Poſture. Neither was there any neceſſity to take | 
ar · potice of this Change of Poſture, ſince the Change 
ob- pf the Action, from Eating, to Thankſgiving and 
leſſing, ſufficiently fignifies and infers it. There 
no notice taken of our Saviour's Riſing at all 
om the Table by any of the Three Evangeliſts 
hat deliver to us the Inſtitution of the Sacra- 
nents; and yet it is plain, from John 13. 4. that 
e did Riſe from that Supper, and waſhed his 
diſciples Feet, and ſat down again, ver. 12. and 
Phe might Riſe to Bleſs and Diſtribute the Holy 
acrament: And therefore we have no Afſur- 
ice from Scripture, that our Saviour inſtituted 
rd's bis Sacrament in a common Table- poſture, rather 
rent gde contrary ſeems probable. So that He has left 
s at liberty to follow the general Rules of De- 
 Ar-Fency and Reaſon, and what the Scriptures repre- 
tion, ent to us as fit, and practiſed in the like Caſes. 
the Laſtly, We find the Apoſtle ſeverely reprov- 
e ap- g the Corinthians, for their Irreverence in Recei- 
rredFing this Sacrament; and threatning them with 
ngel-Wamnation ; for not diſcerning the Lord's Body; 
It's iat is, for Receiving it as their common Food, 
+ rookFithiout diſtinguiſhing between them by a Reve- 
leſſetFend and Religious Receiving it. And ſure it is 
Andſzat a due Diſtinction between it and our common 
| | Focd, 
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Food, to approach the Lord's-Table with as muc8t 
Reverence, as the Jews did their Altar, at whiic 
they never fat down. 
. Upon the whole, I think we do nothing in thi; 
ot any. other Sacred Action, as to Bodily Wor 
* ſhip, but what is warranted and grounded on thi 
Holy Scriptures ; and particularly, as to wha 
we do at the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Su 
per, it is as unjuſt to ſuſpect, or accuſe us, of worl 
ſhipping the Lord's Table, or the Elements of 
Bread and Wine, becauſe we receive them Kneel 
ing, as it were to accuſe the Jews of worſhipping 
their Altar or Sacriſices, becauſe they worſhip 
pet before them, as God commanded them to d 
2 King xviii. 22. 1 beſeech God to give us tru 
Submiſſion and Humility of Heart; for the out 
ward Expreſſions of theſe inward Diſpoſitions 0 
Mind, which our Church has appointed by Bodi 
Worſhip, are certainly ſuch as God has approve 
and Holy Men have practiſed in Scripture. ect 


1 FY . Fu, 
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The Praflice of the Dißenters in Bodily Warſhij 


T. N D now 1 come to you, my Friend 
LATE A who Diſſent from Us, to conſide 
| how you perform this part of God 
Worſhip, and to compare your Principles and Pr 
ices, with what 1 have repreſented from th 
Holy Scriptures. | Re; 
And, Firſt, As to your Principles, I need no 


tell you, That you do not allow Bodily Ador 
| | tia 
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nue tion to be any part of God's Worfhip : Which you 
cannot but diſcern to be plainly contrary to the 
Holy Scriptures, chat make it the moſt proper pe- 
thiefciliar Ac thereof, as I have ſhewed before, Chop. 
VorlllV. Scct. I. N. 1, 2, 3. In your Confeſſion of 
th Hraich, Chap. xxi. Prayer, Reading Scriptures, &c. 
hainging Pſalms, Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ennfinents, are reckon'd upas parts of Religious Wor- 
worhip, but not a word concerning the Worſkip of 
s the Body. . Your Directory doth not only leave it 
neellbut, but excludes it, by requiring all to enter the 
pingplſemblyy, and to take their Seats and Places, 
ipbrithout Adoration, or bowing themſelves to- 
yards one Place or other; that is, without Bow- 
g themſelves at all. A rule directly oppoſite to 
Natural Reaſon; as well as to the Commands of 
dd, and to the Examples of his Saints: And 
tis unconceiveable, how it ſhould be laid down by 
Society of Men, that profeſſed to believe Chriſt 
eculiarly preſent in their Aſſemblies; which yet 
Je Authors of your Directory profeſs to do, in 
at very place where they forbid all Adoration. 
et us then, 1 pray you, compare their Rule with 
od's word: You have the Bible in your hands, 
id you look upon it to be your Privilege to uſe it: 
Fe Scriptures ſay, O come, let us worſhip, let us 
m down, let us keel before the Lord our Maker. Your 
Iireory ſays, Let us enter the Aſſembly without A- 
ration or Bowing. Where notwithſtanding, it 
lows, that. we, in a ſpecial manner, appear in 
50d*s preſence. Surely you cannot but ſee, this 
not only to lay aſide, but tocontradict the Rules 
Scripture. 2 
e 9 Il. 
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II. Your Practice is conformable to your Prin- 
ciples, For, 

t. At your Thankſgivings or Praiſes, you neil 
ther Bow, nor Stand up. © L2G | 

2. Whereas we, and the Churches of God in alli 
Ages, have uſed to Stand up at the Solemn Con- 
feſſions of Faith, you have caſt out of your Religi- ! 
ous Aſſemblies, not only this Act of worſhip, c 
but the Confeſſions of Faith themſelves ; ſo ma- 
terial a part of the Service of God, as appear! 
from Rom. x. o, 10. If thou ſhalt confeſs with tiyſf e 

Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine Heart, 
that God hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou ſhalt bt v 
faved : For with the Heart Man believes unto Rightei1 
ouſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Sap 
vation. To profeſs ſolemnly, that we expect nq[t! 
Happineſs, but from the good Pleafure of God Yd: 
and that we freely acquieſce in his Proviſions fo 
us, is no ſmall Evidence of the Submiſſion of ou. 
Minds to God; and, upon that Account, may ber: 
. reckoned an inſtance of External Worſhip, and 

accordingly many of the Pfalms contain ſuch Con 
A ARES 

3. You ſit, generally, at your Publick Prayers 

4. At the Holy Sacrament you Sit, not oni 
whilſt you Receive, but likewiſe at the Thankſ 
giving and Bleſſing before: And your Directory 
impoſes this poſture on Communicants, thougl 
contrary to Holy Scripture, in reſpect of that part! 
that concerns the Prayer and Thankſgiving ; aid 
without any Command, or ſo much as Exampk 
from Scripture, in reſpect of the Sitting at tn 

time of Receiving. | | 
F. Too many of your perſwaſion'condemn vs 
yho conform to Gods word, in theſe particulars 

5 | 4 
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rin as guilty of Su perſtition; and endeavour to render 
our Conformity ridiculous; not being content to 
nei. lay aſide the Commands of God themſelves, but 
endeavouring likewiſe to condemn and ſcoff at 
in all the Obſervation of them in Us. 
Con- In ſhort, I entreat-you to conſider, That you 
lig. have not any one Viſible Act of Adora tien am- 
ſhip] ongſt you in your Aſſemblies, except we reckon 
main this Number, That your Men uncover their 
dear Heads at Prayer; and yet even this is not requir- 
th ed by your Directory. 
leart III. And now let me a while Examine calmely 
alt bel with you, the pretences I have met with, for lay- 
ghee· I ing aſide this part of Gods Worſhip ; for it is not 
0 Sal probable; that any would baniſh Adoration out of 
their Aſſemblies, and alledge no Reaſon for their 
doing ſo. 

1. Firſt therefore | find that place of Scripture 
produced to this purpoſe, Joh. q 24. God 75 4 i- 
4, and they that worſbip Him, muſt worſhip him in 

hirit and in Truth. Some think that all Bodily Wor- 
ſip is here forbidden, and that only the worſhip 
of the Spirit, or Mind is required of us under the 
Goſpel : Upon this, ſome have declared againſt 
ll Churches, or ſeparate places for worſhip; O- 
ankſFhibers, againſt all Bodily Worſhip ; Others, againſt 
corel Sacraments ; Others, againſt all Vocal Prayers, 


ougWraiſes and Thankſpivings : And even in the Apo- 
 paritle*'s time, ſome were againſt all Viſible A ſſemblies. 
, anAnd indeed, if we underſtand this place as ſome. 


mpiqo, That all Bodily worſhip is excluded by it, 
t Und that it is ſufficient to worſhip God in our 
pirits or Minds only, I do not ſee, but all theſe 
n böte in the right; and thoſe who pretend to he a- 
ulars | 13 bove 
6 PL 
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bove Ordinances, and worſhip God no-where, are 
moſt conformable.to this Rule; and next to them, 
the ſilent Meetings of the Quakers, without Sa- 
craments, without Vocal Prayers or Praiſes, are 
the moſt Spiritual Service. For if other Diſſen- 
ters think Bodily Worſhip, ſuch as Bowing, Kneel- 
ing, Cc. unlawful or unneceſſary, becauſe they 
are Acts of the Body, and unfit, on that account, 
to be offered to God, who is a Spirit; why mayſFit 
not the Quakers omit the Sacraments, and theſer 
words of the Mouth. which are outward things, Ir! 
as well as the others? Nay ; why ſhould not out- Tir 
ward Teaching or Preaching ceaſe? ſince the 
Spirit is a ſufficient Teacher, and has promiſed 
us, Feb. viii. 10. 1wif pat my Laws into their Mind. 
and write them in their Hearts. -- Ver. 11. And th 
fhall not teach every Man his Neighbour, and every 
Man his Brother, &c. The principle and reaſonr 
ing is the ſame in all theſe, and will juſtifie the 
Flent Meetings of the Qualers; nay, the Extrave 
gance of thoſe that pretend to be above all Orar 
nances, as well as the Irreverence of other Diſſen- 

ters. 
But we ought to interpret Scripture fo, as on 
place may not contradi& another; and ſince tha 
Holy Scriptures ſhew us, that God requires ou 
vocal prayers and praiſes, our viſible Sacramenty h 
and Adoration, we ovght not to interpret wary V 
mipping in the Spirit ſo, as to exclude theſe, bu 
rather conclude, that they may be offered up tc 
God in ſuch a manner, as to become proper for 

fpiritual worſhip, or God would never never have 
required them, - Mal 
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are When therefore our Saviour repreſents the wor- 
m, Whip he taught the world, as a worſhip in Spirit 
Sa- Ind Truth, his meaning doubtleſs is not to exempt 
are s from worſhipping his Father with our Bodies, 
hereof he himſelf has given us an Example; but 
teach us, That the outward Acts of worſhip, 
hat we pay to God, are only acceptable to him, 
hen they proceed from, and are accompanied 
mayith a hearty ſubmiſſion of our Souls; and that e- 
theFery act is more or leſs acceptable, as it has more 
nes, Ir leſs of our hearts and affections in it: But that 
but: Tircumſtances of place, and the like, give us no 
theſÞdvantage, and are of no value towards making 
iſedſor worſhip acceptable. 
This meaning of the words directly anſwers our 
viour's deſign, which was to ſhew the Samari- 
n woman, that the time was coming, that the 
Forſhip offered to God under the Goſpel, would 
nothing more acceptable, for being offered at 
Fruſalem, or mount Gerizim, or any other place: 
„It the heart being right, all, places were alike. 
hich was directly contrary tothe Jewiſh Law; 
it allowed no Sacrifice or Oblation to be accept- 
le to God, that was not offered at the Temple, 
d conſequently their worſhip derived its accep- 
ace from the place, and not Com the heart alone 
him that offered it. | 
We affirm therefore, as our Saviour has here 
vght us, that it is only from the Heart, or Spi- 
that our worſhip becomes acceptable to God, 
d that the time or place where it is offered, con- 
Flutes nothing to our acceptance: But that in 
hate ver place, at whatever time, in whatſoever 
ture we offer up our Spirits and Hearts to God, 
Wheif are accepted by hin:. Bur 
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But then we ſay likewiſe, a Man who negle 
the Aſlemblies of Chriſtians, cannot have a goo 
Heart towards God, becauſe he breaks his Com 
mand; that ſuch as do not take care to provide 
convenient and decent place, and ſet it apart fo 
Chriſtians to meet, and to perform Got 
Worſhip in, cannot have a valve for it; th; 
ſuch as negle&t the Holy Sacrament, want Fail 
in his Promiſes, aſwell as Obedience to His Con 
mands; and that thoſe, who neglect to Worſ 
him with their Body, and to pay owtward Rev 
rence and Adorgtion, when they come into his pre 
ſence, muſt want inward ſubmiſſion of their Minds 
becauſe they do not approach as he requires. If, 
Man truly Woſhip,God in his Spirit, it will oblie 
him, if able, to perform theſe outward Acts 
and if he be not able, God doth not require the 
It is in this, as in Faith, Jam. 2. 18. A 2M 
may ſay, Thou haſt Faith, and I have Works: She 
me thy Faith without thy Works, and I will ſhew thee 
Faith,by my Works. After the ſame manner, a Mat 
may ſay, Thou Worſhipp:sft God inwardly, in Hes 
and Spirit ; and 1 Worſhip him outwardly, and i Pr 
the face of the Church, with my Body. Shew m 
thy inward Worſlp, without bowing, kneeling, oi 
other Bodily Act of Worſhyp, and I will ſhew the 
my inward worſhip, and dread of Ged's Majeſty, b 
the Worſhip of my Body. 
From all which it is manifeſt, that our Obligatingorn, 
to worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, doth no more exfſ- Bo 
clude Bodily Worſhip, than Faithdoes exclude Mori of C 
2. The ſecond Pretence I have heard, for banÞ*rat 
iſhing of Zodily A loration, is much like the firllf*7- 
It is alledged, That God has no value for it; and th 
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our Hearts are humble and right with God, no mat- 
whether we ſignifie it by outward Acts of Adora- 
ot Or No. 

But to this I anſwer, | 

1. That God himſelf is the beſt Judge of what 
{fits his Majeſty ; and 'tis a ſure ſign, that he va- 
hacth a thing, when he requires it; ſince there- 
bre he has Commanded. us to render him this B. 
) Worſhip ;, for us to alledge, That He doth not 
due it, is too like ſetting up our own Wiſdom 
dove His. | MO | 
2. The Words of our Prayers, or Praiſes, and 
the Fruits of our Lips, are outward things as well 
the geſtures of our Bodies, and God values them 
little, as our proſtrating our Bodies before 
tm, when the Heart goes not along with them, 
en appears from J. 1. where he ſhews bis Abhor- 
we, not only of Sacrifices, Feaſts, and ſpreading forth 
ads, but likewiſe of Prayers, verſ. 4. And Mark. 
. 6. This People honoureth me with their Lips, but 
ir Heart is far from me, howbeit in vain 
they worſhip me; &c. Yet to throw Vo- 
Prayers and Praiſes out of the fervice of God, 
re abſolutely to deſtroy His Viſibie Worſhip, and 
ter the ſame manner, to throw out ail Outward 
as of Reverence, ſuch as kzeeling, &c. is a fair 
ep to it. For the ſame God that has ſworn, 
at every Tongue ſhall conſeſs unto him, has likewiſe 
orn, That every Knee ſhalt bow unte him, Rom. XIV. 
Both therefore are alike required in the Mor- 
of God and both are alike inſignificant, when 
rated from the ſincere concurreace of our 
irt: when theMeditationsof our Hearts goatong - 
thath the Words of our Mouths, they are acceptable 
od and weg the ſubmiſſion ofour Souls 8 a- 
ong 
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long with the Worſhipof our Bodies, it is gratefultd},, 
kim, and valuable in his ſight, as all other Attsof 0lelll;1. 
dience are. y . 5 

3. Tho' Bodily Worſhip in it ſelf were a ſma] 
thing, yet the omiſſion of it may be a great aud 
crying Sin, and a great Contempt of Almig 
God. Thus, eating the forbidden Fruit was in i 
ſelf a very inconfiderable Outward Action, and yell 
being forbidden, it was the Ruin of all Mankind 
Thus the waſhing a Man with Water, In the Nam 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is in it ſelf ni 
great Matter, yet the milſul omiſſion of it, is ac 
knowledged by moſt to be damnable. Thus knee! 
ing Or ſtanding at our Prayers, is but a Circuni 
france, yet ſince God has required it, and Hel 
Aden recommended it by their Example, to omiſf 
it wilfully, may be a great Sin, and render oug,; 
beſt meant Prayers ineffectual. Much more muſt iff. ; 
be ſinful to condemn or mock at thoſe, wh 
practiſe it according to God's Inſtitution. þ 

4. As ſhall a value as you think God has fc 
Outward performances, yet it is plain, that you 
lay great weight upon the doing, or not doing of 
them. In caſes of neceſſity, we think{they may belaw 
fully omitted; but you are taught, that in no Caſe 
they may be lawfully praiſed: You are Taught ra 
ther to ſtay at Home, and not to Worſhip God at al 
Publickly,than to conform in Outward Geſtures, oi 
Circumſtances. You are adviſed, rather to abſtait 
all your Lives from the Lord's Supper, than teceiv( 
it Kneeling. Now if you think God does hat 
them ſo much, upon ſuppoſition, that he has nog, 
required them, and accounts them a polluting 0 
his Ordinance; How muſt it diſpleaſe him, t, 
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Mect. III. Hoi practiſed By Piſßenters. 113 
Momit them, if it appear that he has commanded 
Ythem,as I think have made ſufficiently plain? 
5. Iintreat yoù, my Friends, to conſider, That 
whatever Bodily Worſhip be in it ſelf, yet to throw 
it out of our publick Aſſemblies, is of fatal conſe- 
quence, ſince it doth, in a great meaſbre, defeat 
whe deſign of them.“ The great deſign of publick 
Worſhip, is, Firſt, To ſignifie, and teſtifie to the 
old, the Senſe and Belief we have of the Being, 
oer and Providence of God, to declare his Name 
our Brethren,and in the midſt of the Church, to ſing 
Praiſes unto him, Heb. ii. 12. And Secondly, to 
& a means to beget, ſtir up, andpreſerve this 
ſenſe and Belief in one another, Heb: x. 25. To 
oth theſe ends, Boazly and External Worſup do very 
much contribute; and *tis hardly poſſible to at- 
in either of them without it. For we cannot 
e into one anothers Hearts, and therefore we 
uſt ſignifie our Senſe and Belief of God in the 
ublick Aſſemblies, either by Words or Actions, and 
id if poſſible, by ſuch as are peculiarly appoint- 
by God to this purpoſe. But in your Meetings. 
dere is no Obligation on any one, to ſignifie his 
am oncurrence with the Congregation in any Ordi- 
ary Act of Worſhip, either by Word of Geſture, 
rad therefore this end of Public Aſſemblies is ut- 
t ny defeated by you. Your Directory does not. 
5, quire, or allow the People ſo much, as to ſigniſie 
tall cir Aſſent, by adding an Amen to the Prayers, 
eu Thank/7:0ings there offered: But on the con- 
hat ary, you ridicule thoſe, that practiſe it, pur- 
' DEnt to the Directions and Examples in Scripture. 
8 "Fad as to Geſtures,” ſuch as kneeling, ſtanding, or 4 
"I Wing the Body, &c. you condemn them all, as Relicts 
* P of 
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of Idolat yy, or Superſtition. There remains therefore 
ia your Aſlemblies nothing, whereby the People may 


teſtifie their Belief, or aſſent to what they hear 
which was one delga of the Meeting. Thus by turn 


ing all Bodily Worſhip out of your Aſſemblies, you have 


made void this great end of them, aud left nc 
viſible Diſtinction, whereby any one may ſignifie 


whether he aſſeuts to the Morſhi that is offered, or 
The whole Aſſembly being tal 


diſſeuts from it. 
one auother meer Sectators and Hearers, not Joint 
Worſhippers. 


As to the other end of Publick Worſhip, which ih 
to keep alive, and ſtir up your Affections; yo 


cannot but own, that the omiſſioa of this out 
ward Worſhip, is a great hindrance to it. 
muſt needs be a great check to Devotion, to ſee 

Man come into the preſence of God in a Chriſti 

Aſſembly, with leſs Reverence, or ſhew of Reſped 
than into the preſence of an ordinary Superior 
and behave himſelt leſs civily there, than he woul 
do in a Court of Juſtice. And let People pretenc 


what they will, Thar can never be ſuitable Worſh 


ſhip to God, which would be rudeneſs to a Judge 
And therefore, the Ouakers at much more rea 
ſonably, who refuſe to take off their Hats, 0 
Pay Bodily Worſhip to Men, than other Diſſente! 
Who pay it to Men and refuſe it to God. Fc 
to do ſo, muſt naturally tend to diſtinguill 
the awe, and ſenſe we ought to have of his M: 
jeity, and the belief of his peculiar Preſence | 


proceeus too often from the want of ſuch aw 
6.To conclude, There is a Language of Geſtur 


o 


For i 


ole 
ic 
hat 
our Aſſem lies, and it is much to be feared, that thiſþ leſ 


Ir ou 
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rather more ſiguificaat and moving, than that Pptic 


Fed. III. Flow praftiſed by Diſenters. 11 
Abe Tongue; and he muſt have a peculiar make of 
lind, that is not more awakened and affected, by 
rccing a whole Gompreg ation on their Knees, with 
nKheir Hands and Eyes lift up to Heaven; than to 
e them ſitting or leaning, whilſt their Petitions 
dire offering up to God. Words therefore and 
e Peſtures being only different parts of the Lan- 
mage, whereby we expreſs, and communicate our 
houghts, and Aﬀettions to one another, and both be- 
g recommended to us by Nature, and commanded 
yy Scripture, to be uſed in the Worſhip of God, he 
jho lays aſide Geſtures, does fin againſt the Com- 
undments of God, as well as he that lays aſide 
rds. I heartily wiſh Tov, and all Diſſenters, 
ould confider this: Which if you did, | afſure 
e y ſelf, you would perceive this to be a Matter of 
ame moment; and neither condemn our Bodily Ado- 
eBion, nor continue your own (what I muſt call) Ir- 
or Nverence. R 
ue 3. But Thirdly, Some alledge for their omit- 
enqſag this Part of God's Worſhip, That they do not 
Vorgndemn Bodily Adoration in his Service; but that to 
ag nd up, and Kneel in the Congregation, is ſo trouble- 
reiſfne to them, that they judge they are better omitted. 
To which I Anſwer, That ] verily believe, that 
teiſßeſe Perſons do give the true Reaſon of this 
Fofrattice. For, as it has been ſhewn before, twas 
zul old the Reaſon of People's Neglecting God's 
Ma vice, and Matter of their Complaint againſt it, 
de hat ir was 4 wearineſs, Mat. i. 13. But ſure, tis 
; thiffÞ leſs a Sin, to lay aſide the Commandments of God 
awgr our Eaſe, than to change them for the Tradi- 
uren of Men. Tis an Effect of our Natural Cor- 
at qption, to deſire to ſerve God with that, which 
| 1 P 2 | _ eoſts 
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coſts us nothing, and without trouble; and moſtWkne 
are willing to fave their Pains, as well as their 
Meney, in his Service. But this is a certain ſign I 
that they have little Heart and Affection to it Is ot 
If they had, it would not ſeem a Trouble to them Icon 
to ſhew it, by all the Out ward Demonſtrations, thatiſſto 
the Scriptures recommend to us. A devout Heart 
bows the Body, bends the Nuees, and lifts up theſnot 
Hands in Prayer, without any trouble. And the Cod 
have reaſon to ſuſpect their own Hearts, that 1 
find theſe Demonſtrations of Reverence to theifyou 
Creator and Redeemer, Uneaſie to them. 

This very Pretence ought to ſhew you, That i 
is the Negligence and Deadheartedneſs of Peq 
towards God's Service, that has baniſhed theſe B. 
dily Adorations out of it. We think it no Diſad 
vantage to our Church, that ye are forc'd to ac 
knowledge, That your Way of Worſhip is much Eaſt 
than ours, to ſuch as are preſent at it; it bein 
much leſs trouble to a Man that has no Value fo 
Religion, to come into an Aſſembly, and there ſi 
down, and lap his Cloak about him, without be 
ing obliged to any Word, or Geſture, that maj 
diſturb his Sleep or worldly Thoughts, than tol 
be under an Obligation, every moment to ſignilifre « 
his Attention by ſome Word or Geſture, under tiert 
Penalty of being remarked by the whole Congrito b 
gation, for his Negligence and Irreverence ; whicÞro\ 
is the Caſe in our. Aſſemblies; and, tis to VÞuv!; 
feared, is the Reaſon that ſome leave us, and ful 
where they may be at Eaſe, and Negligent moſpaſe 
ſecurely. yy | | or 

4. Iconfeſs in the Fourth place, There are ſonſrer 
that excuſe themſelves more handſomely, on i © 
5 * A IS” N negvod 
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ect. III. How practiſed by Diſſenters: 117 
MKnceling at their Prayers, &c. Say they, We want 
ironveniency, we have no room to Kneel. e 
To theſe we Anſwer, That where ſuch a thing 
Is omitted out of Neceſſity, nst Negligence or 
nJContempt, we believe God will not impute it 
alto them, neither do we accuſe them for it. 
But then we cannot but obſerve, that this is 
henot the general Reaſon of Omitting this part of 
en God's Worſhip among you. For, | 
"ad 1. Firſt, It is not your Cuſtom to Kneel in 
eig your publick Worſhip,though you have Conveni- 
ency, as is manifeſt from the Practice in all your 
t i Meetings; in which I could never learn that any 
ne Kneeled : on the contrary, you condemn Us 
who do. 217 SIS 
ad 2. When you want Conveniency for Kneeling,you 
acYnight ſtand at your Prayers; which is a Scripture- 
aſuſ Poſture as well as Kneeling, You might bow your 
ing Bodies when you come into God's preſence; you 
foſtmight continue Dy, ered whilſt in it: But you 
e ſemit all theſe, as well as Kneeling ; and thereby 
; befplainly ſhew, that your Neglect in this point, is 
main effect of Choice, not Neceſſity. | 
oli 3. If Kneeling at publick Prayers be a Duty, we 
nifÞxre obliged to provide Conveniency for it; for it is 
- tiffcertainly a Sin, to ſuffer any part of God's Service 
\oraito be omitted, for want of Care. It is as eaſie to 
rhicÞprovide Conventency for Kneeling, as for Sitting in 
to ViÞublick Aſſemblies: And if we conſider how care- 
d fal moft People are to provide Seats for their 
moſEaſe, and how Negligent to make any proviſion 
or Kneeling ; *Tis but too manifeſt a Sign (what- 
ſonEver is pretended ) that they are much more 
nealous for their Eaſe, than for the Service of 


nei Pod. But 
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But what Conveniency is it, that Men delire? 
It is eafie' for them to have as much Conveniency 
as St. Paul and his Congregation had, when they 
Kneeled on the Shore, Act. xx. If they had the 
Devotion of St. Paul, they wonld not fail to imi- 
tate his Example: Be ye followers ( ſaith he) of 
me, as I am of Chriſt. St. Paul followed the Example 
of Chriſt in this particular ; and ſurely we ought 
to follow his, except we think our ſelves grown 
wiſer, than he was, or prefer our Eaſe toour 
Duty. 

But the truth of the Matter, as it ſeems to me, 
is, That your neglecting to Kneel at the moſt ſe- 
lemn of all Chriſtian Ordinances, the Lord . Supper, 
does harden you againſt Reverence in the other 

arts of Divine Worſhip. And it is no wonder 
it ſhon'd do ſo; for if Reverence be not thought 
Neceſſary in that Duty, it may well ſeem Un- 
neceſſary in any other. 


t 
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Of the Lord's-Supper. 

of 

. 1 L 

q What the Holy Scriptures preſeribe,concern ing - 
the Frequency of celebrating it. 

ell | 

Tue fifth Main and Subſtantial part of 

er, the ordinary worſhip of God, in the A4ſ- 

er ſemblies of Chriſtians, is, the Celebration of 


ler ie Lord's Supper. It is not to be expected, that I 
nt ould treat concerning the Pi eparation requiſite 
n- n the Receivers, or auy of thoſe other Circum- 
ances, which are generally agreed on as neceſ- 
ry in this Matter, and concerning which ſo 
any excellent Treatiſes areextant. I ſhall con- 


ie my ſelf to one Point, and that is the Frequency 


Fit, as a Publick Act of worſhip; and examine, 
irſt, What the Inſtitution and Practice of the 
wurch of God, in Scripture, teach us, as to this 
articular. Secondly, compare our Prattice there- 
ith. And, Thirdly, The Practice of thoſe who 

iffer from us. | 
As to the Frequency of Celebrating the Lord's Sup- 
Apr, I find many People of Opinion, That the 
Friptures have determined nothing in it; and 
at therefore it is intirely left to the Diſcretion 
[the Miniſters, how often they will Celebrate it, 
d to the People, how often they will "Oy a 
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20 Of the L02d's Supper, Chap. ve 
And that on this Account, every one is left td, 
judge for himſelf; when he will be a Partaket of it Fr 
as he thinks it moſt for his Comfore and Edificatin} 
which makes the Celebration and Receiving it ſo pla 
bitrary a thing, that many never receive it at allffhe 
And the Univerſal Neglect of it is become one olltha 
The Crying Sins of thoſe Kingdoms, and a great Ob ver 
jection againſt the Reformation. 2 
But if we conſider the Inſtitution of this Sacralla. 
ment, It will help us th give a right judgement, a 
to the Obligation of the Frequency, that lies on usHaſie 
I ſhall endeavour to make this plain in the follom Mor 
ing particulars. 3 "3 

1. Our Saviour, when he had bleſſed, broken,anF'en 
delivered the Bread to his Diſciples, CommandedFer 
them to Take, Eat, and Do This, that they ſanſſfleb 
Him do, in Remembrance of Him: And when Ir, 
had bleſſed the Cup, and given it to them, he com C 
manded them to Drink all of it ; and as often as th it, 
. Drink it, to do it in Remembrance of him, 1 Cor. xi E2 
26. Now I conceive the moſt Natural Inter pretiat 
tion of theſe Words. of our Saviour, Do This ies 
Remembrance of Me, and This do Te, as often as yent 
drink it, in Remembrance of Me, to be, as if he had, 
faid, „We have now Celebrated together th I 
ce Jewiſh Paſſover in Remembrance of our Forty] 4- 
<« fathers Deliverance out of Egypt, But I anſbr 
« about to purchaſe for you, by my Death, Ames 
& much more glorious Deliverance from th be 
<« Slavery of Sa, and the power of Hell. And lige. 
« order you for the future, to do this (hbicſ bis 
<& you ſee done by Me) in Remembrance of Met are 
<« 7s what you have hitherto done, has been in'ReÞle 


gow" — 2 
—̃ — . 


Vl Sect. I. Flor warranted by Scripture. 1211 


td membrance of your Deliverance out of Egypes 
ir From this Inſtitution it appears, 

„. That the Lord's Supper is fbNituted ; in the 
place of the Paſſover, which was commanded by 
the Law to be Celebrated once in the Year; and 
that in a place appointed by God, where all Iſrael 
were to aſſemble for it. 

2. That Our Saviour has confined us to no 
Place; or prefixt time for the Celebration of his Sup- 
er that ſucceeds it; which makes it much more 
aſie for us to obſerve it, and renders us much 
ore inexcuſable, if we neglect it. 
3. Since Our Saviour has taken off the Con- 
anFnuement to time and place, that made the Paſſ- 
defer ſuch a Burthen; It follows, that they who 
Crſflebrate it ſeldomer than the Fews did their Pag 
, muſt needs have leſs regard to the memory 
om Chriſt's Death, and the deliverance wrought 
the} it, than the Fews had to their Deliverance out 
„I E2ypt : There being no other imaginable reaſon 
etihat can tempt them to negle& purifying them- 
5 i'ves for this ſolemnity of worſhip, and fre- 
 yFenting'it, but the deadneſs of their Hearts to- 
haYirds Chriſt, and the want of Senſe, Gratitude, 

thehd Lovetowards their Maſter. 
ore. Chriſt's poſitive Command, to Do this in Re- 
aufabrance of Him, &c. muſt oblige us in ſome 
h, Ines, and in ſome Circumſtances : And there 

th be no better way of determining when we are 
nd Fliged to do it, than by obſerving, when God 
hic his goodneſs gives us Opportunity; for either 

Meß are then obliged to do it, or elſe we may 
1ReÞpſe whether we will ever do it or no; there 
nenÞ's no better means of determining the fre- 
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uency, than this of God's giving us the oppor-{ Chr 
nity And the ſame Rule holding in all Che and 
general poſitive Commands, ſuch as in thoſeſyas » 
that oblige us to Charity, we may be ſure it hr. 
holds likewiſe in this. Therefore whoever lights, 
or neglects any Opportunity of Receiving, whic 
God affords him, does fin as certainly as he, whe 
being enabled by God to perform an AR of Cha 
rity, and invited by a fit Object, neglects to Re. lem 
lieve him, or ſhuts up his Bowels of Compaſſionfin t 
againſt him, concerning whom the Scriptures aſÞ the! 
ſure us, That the Love of God dwelis not in him this 
And the Argument is rather ſtronger againſt hin qui 
who neglects this Holy Sacrament ; for how caiſ tha 
it be ſuppoſed, That that Man has a true Lov I 
for his Saviour, or a due ſenſe of his SufferingsYcon 
who refuſes, or negle&s to remember the greatand 
eſt of all Benefits, in the eaſieſt manner, thoſÞ Thi 
commanded to do it by his Redeemer, and inviteq wh. 
by a fair opportunity of God's own offering? {mer 
' __ $. It is manifeſt, that if it be not our own Faults ma] 
we may have an Opportunity every Lord's-Dary 1 
when we meet together; And therefore tha me: 
Church is guilty of laying aſide this Command Tha 
whoſe Order of Worſhip doth not require an fia 
provide for this Practice. Chriſt's Commanf / 
ſeems to lead us directly to it: For Do this i Da: 
Remembrance of Me, implies, that Chriſt was to leav Sac 
them, that they were to meet together after H vit 
was gone; and that he required them to remembeſ fron 
him at their Meetings whilſt he was abſent. I the 
very deſign of our publick Meetings on the Lord wit 
Day, and not on the Jewiſh Sabbath, is to remenY x. 
der, and keep up in our Minds, _ a ſenſe oy Ml this 
| r 
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ES. I. How warranted by Scripture; 
Chriſt did and ſuffered for us, till He come Again; 
and this weare obliged to do,not in ſuch a manner 
as our own Invention ſuggeſts, but by ſuck means as 
Chriſt himſelf has preſcribed to us; that is, by cele- 
brating this Holy Sacrament. 

It ſeems then probable, from the very Inſtituti- 
m of this Sacrament, that our Saviour deſigned, it 
ſhould be a part of God's Service, in all the ſo- 
lemn Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, as the Paſſover was 
in the Yearly Aſſemblies of the Fews. To know 
aſY therefore how often Chriſt requires us to celebrat 
mY this Feaſt, we have no more to do, but to en- 
ung quire how often Chriſt requires us to Meet together; 
cal that is, at leaſt every Lord s-day. 
org II. And the ſame is further manifeſt, in the ſe- 
g cond place, from the Examples of the Apoſtles, 
2atY and of the Church of God in the New Teſtament. 
tha They cannot be ſuppoſed, but to have underſtood 


te what Chriſt meant by theſe words, Do this in re- 


membrance of Ae; and as it appears that they did 

Its make this Feaſt a conſtant part of their ordina- 
Daty worſhip, we may ſafely conclude, That Chriſt 
haß meant it ſhould be ſo. And here tis obſery<able, 
all That we do not find any ſolemn ſtated Meeting of Chri- 
an ſtians for worſhip in the whole New Teſtament without it. 
any At firſt the Diſciples had their Meetings every 
Day, and then they likewiſe-daily received this 
ay Sacrament, Att. 2. 46. And they continued daily 
TY with one accord in the Temple, and in breaking Bread 
1 from Houſe to Houſe: And St. Paul ſuppoſes, that 
In their Meetings together was on purpoſe, and 
with expreſs Deſign to Celebrat this Feaſt, 1 Cor. 
en x. 20. When ye come together therefore into one place, 
a this is not to eat the Lord's Supper; which intimates, 
NE + GY N 
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124 Of the Loꝛd's Supper, Chap: VI See 
That one main deſign of their coming together 
was and ought to have been, to eat the Lord's Supper the 
tho by their misbehaviour they ſo corrupted the of 
Ordinance, that it could not be called His Supp ing 
If one ſhould now reproye Chriſtians, whonlf wa: 
they obſerve to miſ-behave themſelves in Churchſ pla; 
in theſe words: When you come together in one placeſ ſom 
That is not to hear the word of God Preached to you ;forff We 
one is Talking, and another is Sleeping: Wou'd noſ We 
every Body conclude, That in the Opinion of the fe t 
Reprover, the Hearing of the word of God Preached for 
ought to be one End of their coming together ¶ Da 
Aud then ſurely the Apoſtles ſaying, that when yu ſtea 
come together into one place, this is not to eat thilfful]: 
Lord's Supper, &c. gives us ground to concludeBlobſc 
that in his Opinion, Eating the Lord's Supper, ought 
to be one conſtant End of our coming together 
Which is further manifeſt from the Advice h 
gives them, Verſe. 33: Wherefore, my Brethren 
when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another. Oli 
end therefore of their coming together, was, 4 
Children come together in a Family at Meal-time 
that is, to be fed at their Fathers Table: Fo 
what the Apoſtle called in the former Verſe, com 
ing together into one place; in this Verſe he call 
coming together to Eat; intimating, that a mail 
end of their coming together into one place, was! 
Eat. n N 
3. When the Meeting of Chriſtians came to bf tl 
fixed to the Firſt day of the Week, or the LordFhic 
day, the breaking of Bread, was likewiſe brougiÞear 
to the ſame Day: -$o Act. xx.7. And upon the. 
Þrſt Day of the week, when the Diſciples came toge!hiÞ co 
to break Bread, Paul preagyed unte them. From hie bu 
e eee FED” wor 


——— 


ect. I. How warranted by Scripture. 125 


tf words we may conclude two things: Firſt, That 


the Firſt Day of the Week was the Diſciples time 
of publick Worſhip. Secondly, That the break- 
rf ing of Bread, or celebrating the Holy Euchariſt, 
ml was a part of that Worſhip. The Scripture is as 
plain for the one as the other. There have been 
c ſome Diſputes raiſed about Changing the Day of 
fog Worſhip from the Laſt to the Firſt Day of the 
loi Week, and this place is uſually produced to juſti- 
te fe the Change; and ſure the ſame place is as clear 
ved for the Celebration of the Lord's Supper on that 
TY Day, as for the Obſervation of the Day it ſelf, in- 
hui ſtead of the Sabbath. And therefore whoever wil- 
fully paſſes the Lord's-day without it, doth not 
deFobſerve it as the Scriptures, from the practice of 
ebFthe Diſciples, direct us to do. 

her 4. I have endeavoured all along to confine my 
belt ro the plain words of Scripture, and to uſe 
rerluch Arguments only, as the meaneſt Perſons 
OnSnight be able to judge of, from their Bibles : Yet 
„Ain a Controverted place of Scripture concerning 
imeſſthe meaning of a Command of Chriſt, relating to 
Foſſſome poſitive Duty, I take the conſtant practice of 
omfilthe Church from the Apoſtles, downward, to be 
all good means of determining the ſenſe of it: and 
malls there is not any Example of a ſtated Aſſembly 
ras or Worſhip in the New Teſtament without the 
ord's Supper, ſo I think, there is not any Example 
to bipf that Nature in all Antiquity. For the truth of 
,ordFyhich, I appeal to thoſe that are skill'd in it. The 


ugiFearer we come to the Apoſtles, we ſhall ſtill find 
n ne Lord's Supper the more punctually obſerved, as 


reth$ conſtant part of the Ordinary Service of the 
vhiLourch : And *tis remarkable, that when firſt 
yord ſome. 
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126 Of the Loꝛd's Supper, Chap. V. Ie. 
ſome who had been preſent at the Prayers, andFfur 
Preaching of the Church, began to go away fromſſbut 
the publick Aſſemblies without receiving(which was buſ 
a corruption that came in about 300 years afterſſſly, 
Chriſt ) it was looked on, as ſo great an Innovati- and 
on and breack of the Scripture-rule, that theſto 1 


Church decreed, whoſoever was guilty of it ſhouldho! 
be Excommunicated. So, particularly the nint 


ha 


upp 
n C 


of thoſe commonly called the Canons of the Apoſtles 
and the ſecond Canon of the Council of Antioch. Thu 
the practice of the Ghurch continued for maiuyſſ{ie! 
Ages. And tho the generality of Men could nog" . 
be perſwaded conſtantly to partake of the Lord cri 
Supper, after the Diſcipline of the Church was diſſe 
ſolved, and the Piety of Men began to cool, year) 
ſtill it was Celebrated on the Lord's Day, accordmp 
ing to the firſt ſettled practice of the Church. ut 
5- And indeed the corrupt Practice of the ſol 
tary Maſſes of the Papiſts, is a further evidence 0 
Its being counted Originaly a part of the ordinary — 
worſhip of God. I think, it is confeſſed by all.feve 
by the Papiſts themſelves, that thoſe Maſſes ha- 
their Original from the univerſal corruption ali 


negligence of Chriſtians ; for whilſt the People hag, 
either Piety or Zeal, they Communicated wit be 
the Biſhop, or Miniſters, in every Aſſembly, : 
leaſt a competent number of them : But whea Pic 

ty and Devotion were in a manner loſt in the coll, 
rupt Ages of the Church, it came to paſs, th: | 
tho” the Miniſter Conſecrated the Elements eve 
Lord's day, according to the Example of the Hollace 
Scriptures, and Antiquity, yet he could prevaÞ-tur 
with few or none to receive with him, bat was ofhat 


ten forced to receive alone. This was a great CoÞoſt 


rup! 


. 
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Beet, II. Hom practiſed by our Church. 127 
(Eruption and a falling from the Scripture - precedent; 
nllbut the Roman Church, inſtead of Reforming the A- 
a6 buſe, by obliging the People to receive as former- 
erfflly, corrupted her Principles, as well as Practice, 
ti. ind decreed it lawful and ſufficient for the Prieſt 
heffito receive alone. Yet. this abuſe ſhews us, what 
148hould be, and what has been the Practice; and 
thiſthat the Church has conſtantly reckoned the Lords 
esÞvpper, as an ordinary part of publick Worſhip, 
in Chriſtian Aſſemblies on ſolemn Days; and ſure 
.affithen, to lay it aſide, can be termed no leſs, than 
nolan Invention of our own, ſince we can neither in 
-#$cripture, or in the Church of God, for 1406 
diffifcars together; (which is a ſufficient Commen- 
yeſſtary on the Scripture-Text ) produce one Ex- 
x4S$nple of a ſtated folemnChriſtian Aſſembly, with- 
ut it. : 


ſoll 


. * , 
* 
— . — » — 8 
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I Se 
Y The Practice of our Church, as to frequent Com- 
munions. DSS 


* 
© 


Examples that the Scriptures afford us 


eve in this point, let us in the ſecond 


Hollace compare the Rules and Practices of our 
revaÞhurch with this Pattern. I will not pretend 
ras hat they come fully up to it, this being the 
t Cool defective Part of the Reformation; but 1 
rup! doubt 


| H“ thus conſider'd the Rules and 
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223 Of the Loꝛd's Supper, Chap. v. & 
doubt not, on view, it will appear, that our Cc 
comes nearer the Scripture-precedent, than per- 
haps any other. ut... | 

_ *Twas the deſign of the Reformation, tothrow”? 
out the Corruptions of the Church of Rome, and to 
bring things back to what was praiſed in the 
Apoſtles time, and in the purer Ages of the Church, 


And as to the preſent Point before us, Our Refor- . 
mers found two Corruptions crept in by time: C g 


The firſt was, That the Prieſt received the Lord's 
Supper alone, without the People, which deſtroy- 
ed the Nature of this Holy Sacrament, as a Com- 
munion ; The ſecond was, That thePeople thought;Þ 
they had ſufficiently obſerved the Lord Da i 
they ſaw Maſs, without underſtanding it, orre- 
ceiving. Our Church therefore, to reform the 
firſt of theſe, Ordains, That there ſhall be nol 
Communion except 4 ( or 3 at the leaſt ) commu- 
nicate with the Prieſt. So where 3 are willing 
to receive, the Miniſters may proceed to the Hal} 
Communion every Lord's-day. For our Saviour has 
romiſed, that Where two or three are met together, ht 
will be in the midſt of them. | 
Three therefore make a Congregation, and have 
a Title to the Ordinances of Chriſt; and there is 
no reaſon that the Obſtinacy, or Negligence ofo-· 
thers, ſhould hinder ſuch as are willing, fromF.. 
Worſhipping God, according to his Inftitution ;Þ] : 
and therefore our Church has taken care to pro- 
vide for them, by Ordering, that ſome part of the 
Communion- Service be read every Lord's- Day. 
both with deſign, to put all the People in mind of 0! 
their Duty, and to accommodate ſuch as can bel 
preyail'd on herein to live up to the Rules of Scrip- 
ure, 


* 


Set. II. How practiſed by our Church? 129 
ture, and the practice of the Primitive Church. 


2. Tis Ordered, That in Cathedral ard Col- 
legiate Churches and Cotledges, where there are ma 


Communion every Sunday at the leaſt. 

3. That every Pariſhioner ſhall Communicat 
at leaſt three times in the year, whereof Eater to 
Ibe one; and ſurely ſuch as cannot fit themiclves 


tte ſtate of Grace, and deſerve to be Excommuni- 
cate d by the Church. 

TI 4. Laſtly, As to our Practice, we have prevail- 
A ſo far, that Univerſally the Lord's Supper is Ce- 
Pebrated Thrice every Vear; and where either cur 
erſwaſions, Arguments, or Entreaties can pre- 
ail with our People, we have Monthly Commu— 


nanging the Monthly Days in ſeveral Churches, 
IV" Fcople that are devoutly diſpoſed, have Opportu- 
Mites of Receiving Weekly: And we have rea- 
10h a to blels God, that our Church wants not ſome, 
bas 4 hope I may ſay, man; ſuch. IC 
bt 5. Upon the whole, it muſt be confeſſed, That 

hold ſolema Aſlemblies of Chriſtians without 
Weſemmunicating, is a corruption of Popery, and 
© PEme in by diſlolution of Manners, and ſlackning 
the Diſcipline of the Church; and tho' we have 
dt been able to Roor-out and Reform this Popiſn Pra- 
ice intirely, yet we have done our Endeavour; 
d, by God's Bleſſing, may ſay, we have made 
ne progreſs in it; inſomũch, that if we take that 


fo- 
om 
on; 
ro- 
the 
Jay} 
dot Obſervation z the Holy Sacrament is an Ordinary 
t of our publick Service of God. 

1 And 


Tip- 
ure, 


— 


ny Prieſts and Deacons, they ſhall all receive the 


often, muſt, in their own Opinion, be out of 


ions; and in Cities and large Towns, by the 


Ordinary, which has a conſtant fixed time, for 


130 Of the Loꝛd's Supper, Chap. V. 

And! verily perſwade my felt, That, by Ged's 8 
Aſiitance, we ſnould have brought our People, i 
before now, to the Scripture-Order of conſtant If. 
Weekly Communicating, had not the Ill Exam- 
ple, and Obſtinacy of thoſe, that ſeparate from "= 
our Church, encouraged them in their Negligence, I . 
and weakned our Diſcipline: For our urch or-. 
ders Nan Cmmmunicants, to be preſented and puni- 2 
ſned: and our Miniſters do not generally flatter 
the People in their Sin, or diſſemble their Duty n. 
in this point; but frequently and earneſtly, by 
Sermons, Admonitions, and Treati/es, purpoſely pu- he 
bliſhed to this intent, preſs them to it; and there- .. 
fore we are blameleſs before God and Man. Nor 
is it our Fault, that the practice of our People 
is not Reformed, according to the Pattern of the}. 
Apoſtolick Church, and the Rules of our Own: So that 
we cannot be accuſed of laying aſide the On- 
mand ments of God, or of teaching any Doctrine of 


8 NY Oe GC 
our own Invention in this particular; tho' we are ter 
yet too far ſhort of the Primitive Practice and Ju- th. 
ftitution. on 

3 | ET 
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The Practice of the Diſſenters, about Frequent 
| of Communicating. 


thod ) to bu, my Friends, who Difſſcal Te 

from us, and intreat You to Bxamine} 4: 

with Me, your Principles and Practice, by thelf pr. 
„„ Scrip 


; £ 1 Come now (according to my former Mef 9, 


1 


ine 


dect. III. How practiſed by Diſſenters, 131 
Scripture Rules and Examples: And here firſt 
I muſt obſerve to you, That you have no fixt or 
ſet Times for the Adminiſtration of this Sacra— 
ment ; on the contrary, your Directory orders, 
That the times, how often this is to be Celebrated, may 
be c nſidered and determined by the Miniſters, al bo 
ther Church- Governours of each Congregation, æs they 
ſall find moſt convenient, for the Comfort and Eaifica- 
tion of the People committed to their Charoe : By which 
Rule, the Lord's-Supper is Excluded from bcing 
any ordinary conſtant part of Ged's Service, it 
being referred to the Diſcretion of the Miniſters 
and EIders of each Congregation to determine, æs in 
other occaſional things, how often the People ſhall 
have the comfort of it. It had been as reaſon- 
able, to referr it to their Diſcretion, how often 
the People ſhou'd have the comfort of Hearing 
the Scriptures read, of joy ning in the Praiſes of 
God, or in Prayers to Him; which yet they de- 
termine they are obliged to every Lord's. day. Had 
they made the ſame Rule for the Holy Communi- 
on, they had, indeed, conformed to the Scripturc- 
Precedent, and might have pretendecd to ſome 

Reformation. But to leave the Celebration of 
this Feaſt altogether Diſcretionary, JI have ſhew- 
ed to be directly againſt, what we find practiſed 
in Scripture. 

II. Whereas it is a Corruption of Porery, to ſuf- 
fer the People to be preſent at the Publick AG 
ſemblies for Worſhipand Celebration of the Lord 5 
Supper, without being obliged to Receive; your 


Teachers, inſtead of endpavouring to. Reform this 


Abuſe and Innovation, have fallen into another 


U Practice, as unprecedented in Serirture, the Ex- 


3 clud- 
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13 Of the Lords Supper, Chap. v. 


cluding this Sacrament intirely from your Ordi-fpcal 


ect 


nary folemn Meetingt. And truly, in this Point, ferea 
you ſeem more inexcuſable than the Papiſts them - or t 
ſelves; for the Papiſts order the Elements to tefyout 
Conſecrated every Lord's-day, and diſtributed toſſpfte; 
thoſe that deſire it: But your Teachers neither Of- ume 
fer it to the People; nor invite them to it; nay, Nou 
ſo far are they from it, that they do not ſo much 
as afford an Opportunity to thoſe, that deſire to beſdulę 
conſtant Receivers: Which is plainly to multi-ſnay 
ply the Abuſcs, introduced byPopery, inſtead offfp:i 4 
Reforming them. . Age 

III. They rarely preſs their People to Cmmuni- IE 
cate; They have few Sermons or Diſcourſes to that one 
purpoſe; and many of them condemn our Zeal, bro: 
for endeavouring to reſtore the conſtant CommurP'ri 
nion precedented in Scripture. | 38s 

I muſt farther. make you ſenſible, that your Pra- Ig 
ctice is yet worſe that your Principles. Your Die. 
rectory owns, that the Communion, or Supper of theſſtak 
Lord is frequently to be celebrated, &c. But it fareqmuſ 
with This, as with all other indefinite Rules Prat 


they ſigniſie only, that People may do what theyfhur 


pleaſe in the caſe. No body can certainly tell, whatſit; 
frequently, many, often, or convenient, ſignifie; audſtt in 
therefore, where only theſe Words are uſed in en. 
Rule, it is little better, than to have no Rule atÞeg' 
all, as appears in this very Caſe: for, when Pcoſher 
ple were relaxed from the particular and certail A 


Rules of our Church, by the firſt breaking offoſpar. 


thoſe of your Perſwaſion from us, the Lord's-Supperpud 
was laid aſide wholly, for ſeveral Years, by ſomepug 
Congregations ;, and at laſt, too many came to loo 
on it, as a Matter of no conſtant Neceſſity. I apſicr 
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peal to Jon, whether it is not yet reckoned 4 
t, Nereat thing among many of you, if once in a Year, 
n-flor two, a Communion be celebrated in one of 
de your Meetings: nay, among ſome of you, it is 
tofloiten omitted for ſeveral Years together; and in 
me Places, for ten or more; I fear I may ſay, 
„our People generally have too little Senſe of the Obli- 
chin of Receiving it at all; and your Miniſters in- 
be ulge them /o far in this Corruption, that a Man 
ti-ſinay live comfortably among you, and with the Re- 
oft ation of a Profeſſor, to Thirty or Fourty Years of 
Age, and never Receive at all: And by the bet 
ni-· E quiry 1 cou'd make, I cou'd not compute, That 
1at}0n? in Te, that go to your Meetings, ever Receive, 
al, $bro19/ the whole courſe of their Lives, notwithſtanding 
au- N hits poſitive Command, to do it in remembrance 
Him. So unhappily are Men over-ſeen, in lay- 
117 aſide the Commands of God, for their Own In- 
Di-Peutiens. I ſhould be glad to find, that I were mi- 
theſſtaken in this Computation : In the mean time, you 
regnuſt give me leave to tell you plainly, That this 
cs Practice of Rare or No Communion, is fo peculiarly - 
ehr own, that I think, you are altogether fingular in 
hatt; and are fo far from having any Precedent for 
audſt in Scripture, that I doubt, whether any Prece- 
a aFlent can be found for you, even amongſt the moſt 
e atÞegenerated, or Barbarous People, that ever called 
Pcofhemfſelves Chriſtians,  _ | 
rain And therefore, if you have either any true Re- 
it oard for Scripture, or Reverence for the ft ant 
ppefund Univerſal Practice of the Church of God; You 
OmeQÞu2ht to reflect upon your Practice herein: and 
0OKnſider, how You can anſwer it to God, or your Corn 
apÞricaces. 3h | | 


pes! | ; | : 1 
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134 Concluſion. Chap. V. 

I will not examine the Reaſons, commonly gige 
ven for your Omiſſions in this weighty Affair; Fx! 
ſince it is manifeſt, no Reaſon of Man's Invention" 
onght to be admitted, for direct Diſebedience toPPer 
Chriſt's Command, If you are Chriſtians in ear ion 
neſt, you ovght, as often as you have Opportunity, at 
to remember the great Love of our Lord and Aa- 
ſter, as he has Commanded; And your Miniſter 
ought to take care, to afford you frequently ſuch(f 
Opportunities. If you or they negle this, I do not 
ſee, how hen can, with Reaſon, inſiſt ſo much oi 


the Purity and Obſervation of Chriſt's Inſtitutia 


— 


CONCLUSTILTD NN; 
* Have gone through the Five Principal Parts o 
the Publick Worſhip of Gd; and (I hope) i 
all of them, have made good, what I firſt un 
der took; and ſhewed, that there needs no more 
to juſtifie the Public Service of our Church, thai 
to compare it with the Rules and Examples 0 
Scripture. I have only a few Words to add, by 
way of Concluſion, firſt to my Brethren of the Cle 

Cy, and then to the Lai, who are under m 


Charge. 


—_— 


— 
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To the Conforming CLERGY of 
"DERRY. 


IJ. A NDFirſt, as to you, A Brethren, that at 
of Our Communion, and own My Authoril 
J 


i F [ 


2 „ 2 


7 To the C on forming Clergy. 35 
onſet me, as a Brother, and a Fellow-Labourer, 
bl | chort you to he Thankful to God, that has en- 
„Fruſted you with ſuch an excellent Miniſtry and 
„Fervice; which, being built on ſo ſure a Founda- [ 
jon, as the Word of God, can never be ſhaken, or 
wt yon to any great Difficulty to defend it, ſince 
you need no more than the plain Words of your 
ibles, without Gloſs, or Commentators, to aſſert 
ind juſttfie It. „ : 
2. Let me recommend to yon, Reverence, 
Devotion, and Diligence, in the uſe of this Service. 
have already obſerved, That there is a Lan- 
nage of Geſtures, rather more ſignificant and af- 
ting, than that of Words. It becomes us there- 
Tre, not only to Love and Uſe our Service, but 
kewiſe, to recommend it to the People, by a di- 
int and affectionate manner of pronouncing, & 
$5 offeading it, and by a devout and grave Behaviour 
) tit. This can never be preſſed too much on you, 
ulYr onothers by you; ſince *tis abſolutely neceſſa- | 
ore, to give Life and Efficacy to it; as the contrary 1 
ill expoſe the bei and moſt ſacred thing to n- 1 
npt, and bring a greater Diſparagemeut on our tt 
rrvice, than all Our Adverſaries Endeavours can 14 
Fer do. Though Our Service be appointed by God, [Ft 
mad Warranted by Scripture ; yet even God's Ap- | 
int ments are Abomination to him, when ſeparated = | 
| 
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Jom the Heart, and are only acceptable to him, 
they contribute to [award Devotion. Let me 
herefore intreat you, to labour ſo to perſorm the 
ervice of Our Church, that it may attain the End, 
or which Gd has deſign'd His Worſhip. = 


„s. Since the Service of our Church is ſuch, as 


( ö f ; 0 
| | God þ | 
FE 1 


136 Concluſion; 
God has required in his Word, let nothing diſcoy: 
rage us inthe Uſe of it; Let us remember, that 
we perform it, in Obedience to God: and though 
ſome Hate, ſome Revile it, and ſome Deſpiſe ir, 
yet the Author of it. is able to Vindicate it. This is Ad 
no New Thing, *Tis the Entertainment theflhe 
World hath generally given God's Service, and hisflat 
Truths: And therefore neither Obſtinacy, Per-WMa 
verſeneſs, or Negligence of the People, whomfyon 
you are to Perſwade, ought to Diſcourage you. NCor 
Be Diligent, be Conſtant, be Reſolute ; and he aſ:{er 
ſured, that God will always give you Succeſs, ſofſing 
far as is neceſſary, to ſupport his Truth. All 
Means are therefore to be attempted ;' and when 
one faileth, another is to be applyed: And the 
more averſe People are to the Way of Worſhip pre- 
ſcribed by God, and the more eager they are for D 
any Corruption, the more Induſtry is to be uſed, 
to bring them off from it; and when all otherſ 
Means fail, earneſt Prayers and Iiterceſſions with 
God, ſtill remain: We are never to Deſpair, whilſt 
we have God's Truth on our ſide, though whole 
Provinces ſhould fall off from the Church; A8 
all they in Aſia did from Saint Paul 2 Tim. 1. 15. 
Though few or none ſhould believe our Report, as th 
happened to Our Saviour Himſelf; yet God will 
have a Reward for the Faithful Eudeavours of his 
Miniſters: And therefore we muſt not deſiſt, Feat 
though People ſeem Obſtinate; but in Seaſon; andÞu u 
out of Seaſon, by Exhortation and Writing, by alld d 
Means of Importunity and Induſtry, we multÞle, 1 

reſs them to their Duty, and endeavour to bringhd z 
them back to the Purity of God's Worſhip, as be diy 
has inſtituted it. eg 


4. Lit 
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1 4. Let me put you in mind, That the Motive, 
u you have to do your Duty, are the meſt Noble 
t and Generous that can be: And you have this 
i Advantage, that you cannot be ſuppoſed to 
belbe zealous in your Office, out of any private 
is lntereſt, or Proſpect of particular Profit. Your 
r-YMaintenance and Preferments are aſcertained to 
mi you by Law, and do not depend on the Voluntary 
u. Tontribution of the People. And as you are un- 
alder no Temptation to pleaſe them, by comply- 
ſoling with their Vices or Humours ; ſo neither 
Allan you be ſuſpeQed to be Diligent and Induſtri- 
;enÞus in your office, out of any ſuch mean Con- 
thefiderations. Sin-e therefore, what Pains you take, 
re- ay well be ſuppoſed to proceed only from Senſe 
forÞf Duty, and the Love of God, let me intreat 
ed, Jou to labour in it. It is certain, That neither 
heropularity, Faction, nor wordly Intereſt, can in- 
ithence you to this, ſo as they may ſome, that 
lilſthzve no other way toattain to Honour, or Sup- 

1olefſort, but by making or gaining a Party. But 

A$Sod forbid, that true Piety and Zeal for Souls, 
15. Pould work leſs effectually upon you, than thoſe 

8 . rnal and ſervile Motives do on others. 
wil oy „ OE] 

bis Let me therefore earneſtly encourage and in- 

ſiſt, feat you, to do it more and more, and that 

and pu wilt endeayour to become all things to all Men; 
7 allÞd decline none of thoſe Arts, which are allow- 

nuſyle, when applyed, to gain the People to Truth 

ringhd Holineſs 4 but very Wicked, when employed 

beg divide and ſeduce them. eee 
Ll £4 
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x38 Conclusion, 


s. Let me put you in mind, That you are A. A 
niſters of the Goſpel, and not of a Party : And tb 
therefore it concerns you, to mind the common 1 
Intereſt of Holineſs and Religion, more than thoſe m 
Differences, that are often of little Concern in] 
themſelves, and are inſiſted on only, as the Occa- 
fioas and Badges of thoſe People, who being re- I pr 
ſolved to ſeparate themſelves, are obliged to take an 
up little Differences for a Diſtinction. The le yo 
you meddle with theſe Diſputes, it is commonly wi 
the better: And indeed it is not prudent tofj] 
mention them, till Mens Minds be fitted and 
prepared by a true Senſe of the great Duties of 
Religion: And then the beſt way, perhaps, will 
be, to ſhew of what little weight they are, to cauſe 
2 juſtifie Diviſions or Quarrels amongſt Chri 

ians. 


lam well aware, that it may be objected to us F 
That whilſt we preſs the great Duties of the Firſt 
and Second Table, and ſpend our Pains and Dilificei 
gence, in Defending our Common Chriſtianity againſſwi. 
apis+s, Socinians, Deiſts, and Atheiſts, thoſe thaffre, 
Are our Adverſaries in theſe leſſer Points, havfdei 
made their Advantage of Our being employed Aha. 
gainſt the Common Enemy, to undermine us with 
the People; nay, that ſome. of them have beeſyet 
joined with thoſe Enemies, to pull down Our Cuſter 
ſtitution. But yet I perſwade my. ſelf, that ,wfſof 
are in leſs hazard from them, whilſt we do ouffall 
Duty, and apply our ſelves to the great and conſRe: 
mon Obligations of Our Holy Religion, than it pre 
ſhould leave hi expuſed > the Aſſaults of OfGe, 


—_ — 
— 


—_— 


To the Diſienting Miniſters of Derry. 139 
J ammon Enemies, to guard our ſelves from the 
f. Attempts of ſuch back Friends, We muſt there- 
nd therefore have an Eye to them; but the other, the 


on Great and Common Truths and Duties of the Goſpel, 
oſs muſt be our main Buſineſs. 


ca- 1 might add many more Remarks proper to my 
re- preſent Subject, but I know your own Prudence 
Ake and Obſervation are ſufficient, to ſuggeſt them to 
leſsF you; I ſhall only add my Prayers for you, that God 
ny will encreaſe your W:/dom and Zeal, and effectual- 
toſ ly turn them to his own Glory. | 


—— | | 
auſe 
bri To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry. 


 IDUt as to Yu, A) Brethren, That difown my 
DO D Communion and Authority, I have reaſon to 
Firf fear, that what 1 ſhall offer to you, may re- 
Diliceive ſomePrejudices from my Station andCharater, 
ainfwith which you ſeem offended : Yet reaſon is 
thaſreaſon, from whomſoever it proceed-; and I only 
havYdeſire, that you would weigh ſeriouſly, what 1 
ed Yhave here offered, in defence of the Service of our 
witiChurch ; and if the Arguments do not convince Jou, 
beeſſyet let me pray You, to reflect thus far on the Mat- 
nter, as to remember, that all Mens minds are not 
t of the ſame make; and that it becomes Tu, and 
> Olfall good Men, at leaſt, to treat Our Service with 
colfReſpe&t ; ſince we believe, and think we have 
it proved, That it is clearly founded en the Word of 
f OM. It will not — ſcurrilous or ny 
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140 Concluſion, 
Reflections on it, to ſay, that we are miſtaken: 
For all Xen are fallible, and you may as well bel 
' miſtaken, as you ſuppoſe We are; And therefore, be 
Jeſt You ſhould be in the wrong, it will be thel & 
ſafeſt way, to be modeſt in cenſuring. ily 


No Man ovght to take it ill, that another pro- 
poſes Reaſons againſt his Opinion; but to ſcoff at, of} w 
revile any Practice, or Opinion, that another believes x 
to be founded on the Word of God, is not only ill . 
Manners, but is of dangerous Conſequence ; be- 


4 
ing apt to breed Bitterneſs and Animoſities between ed 
the Parties: And if it ſhould happen in a Caſey in 
where the Practice or Opinion, is really Warranted w 

by the Word of God, it would be a Blaſphemy andy ne 
Impiety. And therefore, in all Matters of Religion, O 
we ought to avoid this manner of Treatment of 


and whatever Book uſes it, we need trouble ourf R. 
ſelves no farther with it, for it certainly is writy re 
ten only to ſerve a Party, and not Truth. in 


There is another thing, that, in Juſtice, I think 
I I may requeſt of Da, which is, That in Tos 
Morſhip and Hractice, You will not make the Diffe 
rence between us ſeem greater than really it is 
To abſtain from a thing confeſſed to be law ful in 
the Service of God, meerly becauſe obſerved by u 
is ſurely very far from a Sirit of Meekneſs anc 
Moderation: And therefore I may hope, that 


Ju will not Indulge Your People in ſuch affected dif pri 
ſtances, that can ſerve for no other purpoſe, buf is, 
to make Parties irreconcileable; and muſt prc ex: 
ceed from a greater bitterneſs of Spirit, than Yu; 
good Man can be guilty of towards any Chriſtiane Ipo 
ra 1 
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bel And that You may underſtand my Mind the 

re, better in this Matter, I will give Tou a few In- 

the ſtances, that I hope will be inoffenſive; and in 
which we may juſtly expect Nur Compliance. 


ro- 1. The firſt is, in the uſe of the Lord's-Prayer, 
or} which is owned in Jour larger Catechiſm, to be, 
ves Not only for Direction, as a Pattern, according to which 
illſ we are to make other Prayers, but maybe alſo uſed as 
be-Y 4 Prayer. And in your Directory, tis recommend- 
een ed to be uſed in the Prayers of the Church. Yetl am 
informed, that Tou, my Brethren, of this Dioceſs, 
who ſeparate from Our Communion, do univerſally 
neglect it, and thereby confirm Jour Hearers in an 
Opinion, too common among them, that all Form- 


Reaſon, that I can learn, but to keep up a Diffe- 
rence from us in Practice, where we really agree 
in Point of Doctrine. 


2. Your ſitting at publick Prayers, may be a ſe- 
cond Inſtance, in which we may reaſonably ex- 
1 pect ſome Reformation. Tis a very irreverent 
54 thing in it ſelf, againſt the Commands and Exanyles 
Jof Scriptures, as, I think, I have ſufficiently ſnewed; 
and againſt the Opinion of Tour beſt Caſuiſts, parti- 
cularly of Dr. Ames, de Conſcientia, Lib. 4. Cap. 
18. Seſſio per ſe non eft geſtus Orandi, quia nullam ex- 
| Of primit reverentiam, neque in Scripturis approbatur. That 
but is, Sitting is not of it ſelf a poſture of Prayer, becauſe it 
Pro expreſſes no Reverence, neither is it approved in Scrig- 
n Are. Yet I underſtand, that this is the general 
n. NPoſture, in which your People offer their publick 
And PI Prayers; 
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A of Prayer are unlawful. And that for no other 
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x42 Conctuſion, 
Prayers; andeither becauſe it is for their Eaſe, 
er becauſe you are unwilling to ſeem to lay any 
ſtreſs on qutward Performances; or laſtly, leſt 
you ſhou'd be like us; hau indulge them in it; and 
ſome of them are ſo ignorant, that they reckon it 
a piece of Superſtition in us to kneel at our Prayers; 
and are averſe to our Service, amongſt other Rea- 
ſons, becauſe this is required at it. Which No- 
tions, I ſuppoſe, you your ſclves do not approve ; 
and therefore we may juſtly expect, that you 
ſhou'd endeavour to inform your People better, and 
bring them to a Compliance with the Rules of De- 
cency, in their Religious Performance. 


3. My Third inſtance ſhall be in the Matter of 
th Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. I ſuppoſe, 
no ſerious conſidering Perſon amongſt you can 
deny, but the celebrating it ſo ſeldom as it is done 


in your Meetings, and the Peoples backwardneſs |; 
in receiving it, are very great Faults; and there- . 


fore we may reaſonably expect, that you ſhould 
preſs home to your People the danger of their Ne- 
glect, and repreſent to them truly the fin of it; 
ſo as not to ſuffer any to aſſume the Name of 4 
Profeſſor, or a Religious Perſon, that doth not in 
ſome meaſure come up to the Scripture-Precedent 
in this particular; and withal, ſo order the cele- 
bration thereof, that every one may have ſufficient 
Opportunities to receive, as the firſt Chriſtians 
did; which in your preſent way of managing, is 
impoſlible ; From whence you may be fure, 
yours is not the Scrigture-way, and therefore needs 
Reformation. "oF ; 
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4. Let me put you in mind, That it is ordered 
by your Direſtory (as I have already obſerved ) that 
ordinarily one Chapter of each Teſtament be read at every 
Meeting, and ſometimes more. I think you cannot 
diſpenſe with this Role, without being liable to 
juſt Cenſure, from all that have a true value for 
the Word of God: And yet J. am informed, that 
there is not one of your Meetings in this Dioreſs, + 
where it is obſerved, to the great Detriment 'of 
our common Chriſtianity,and offence of our Brethren: 
| know, the People are fonder of Sermons and 
Lectures of humane Compoſure, than of the pure 
word of God in its naked Simplicity; but you know 
this to be a carnal and ſinful Humour in them; 
and God forbid any, that claims to be a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, ſhou'd indulge them in it : And 
therefore, as you wou'd maintain a due Reverence 
in the People for the Word of God, I think we may 
expect your Conformity to us in this particular. 


$5. I ſuppoſe you very well know, that the moſt 
learned and ſober Non conformiſts do own, that 
occaſional! Communion with our Church is lawful, 
and that People had better come to our Worſh 

(at leaſt where he that officiates is of Ability an! 


| Sbriery ) than ſit at home on the Lord day, or 


trequent no Aſſemblies at all; And you cannot 
be ignorant, that many Thouſands in theſe parts 
negle& all publick Worſhip, and many ſuffer their 
Children to die Unbaptized, for want of Miniſters 
of their own Communion ;, and therefore in this Caſe, 
it is a Point of Juſtice due to the Souls of theſe 


Le poor People; and to our common Chriſtianity, 


to 


— — 
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to let them know,that it is theirDuty to join with 
us both in Worſhip and Sacraments, as far as your Bre- 
thren in England have allowed it on ſuchOccaſions. 
S6. Yau are ſenſible, that amongſt thoſe Prote- 
ſtants that diſſent from our Church, ſome are 
Congregational, and other Preſbyterians , You of 
this Dioceſs where I am concerned, profeſs to be 
of this latter Sort, and agree with us in owning, 
that by Chriſt's Appointment, the particular 
Churches in convenient Diſtricts, ought accord- 
ing to Scripture-precedents, to Aſſociate under 
one Government; and theſe again to Unite them- 
ſelves into greater Combinations of Provincial and 
National Churches. The Difference between You 
and Us is concerning theſe particular Diſtricts; 
Namely, whether the Government of them ought 
to be in a Presbytery, with a Biſhop as Preſident and 
Governor, by Chriſt's Appointment ; or in a Col- 


lege of Presbyters abſolutely Equal. So then, we both þ 
own National and Provincial Churches, as well as 


' ſingle Worſbipping Congregations ; but the Congreg ati- 
onal Diſſenters r. at Chriſt inſtituted any other 
Church, beſides a ſingle Congregation ; and af- 


firm, that all other Churches, ſuch as Claſſical, 


"Provincial, or National, are Humane Inventions ; and 
that every ſingle Congregation is Independent, and 
may indeed keep a fair Correſpondence with its 
Neighbour-Congregations, but is not under any com- 


mon Government with them. Theſe laſt are the I; 


avowed Principles of Mr. Baxter, Dr. Owen, Mr. 


Lobb, Mr. Humphry's, Mr. Boyſe, Mr. Alſop, Mr. 
Clerkſon, and generally of all the late Defenders of 


the Diſſenters Cauſe in England and Ireland, that 1 
have met with. Now it is manifeſt, that theſe 
EIS | ptin- 
hs 
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h principles of theirs, are much more different from 
your Principles, than ours are; And the difference 
s. | is much greater, and more material. For it is 
- | poſſible on your Principles and ours, to preſerve 
e Unity, and to keep up ſome value tor Excom- 
of | munication, aud other Cenſures of the Church; 
be | fince he who is cenſured in one Church, cannot 
7, | be received into another, neither with you, nor 
ar us: Whereas in the Congregational way, he that is 
d- Excommunicated in one Congregation, may remove 
cr ¶ to another, or ſet up one for himſelf if he pleaſes ; 
N- Fat the worſt, if he ſhou'd, it wou'd be counted 
nd he an Irregulari . Theſe Principles are deſtru- 
ou Five to the Peace and Unity of the Church, as 
'S; well as to our common Cauſe; And our Learned 
ht Iden have carefully Anſwered all the principal 
nd Writers of that ſort ; ſo that no Books of that 
kind have remained Unanſwered, but ſuch only as 
yere meer Repetitions of what had been ſaid and 
anſwered before. 1 do not remember any of you 
ave of late undertaken the Defence of this im- 
portant Truth; tho' the Aſſembly of Divines in 
heir Humble Advice - - - concerning Church-Go- 
cal ernment (which I ſuppoſe yeu approve j do prove 
and ſt from the Holy Scriptures ia their Title of 
ard aſſical Aſſemblics. Now we think, in Joſtice to 
its Four Own Cauſe, as well as to Us, you ought 
om- þ warn your People againſt thoſe Books that main- 
the in Principles contrary to vs both; at leaſt, not 
Mr. þ bear them in hand, that thoſe Books written 

r. Fainſt Us, make for Jou; for this will appear a 


s of Feat piece of Inſincerity, as well as Ingratitude ; / 


224 d will tempt the World to believe, that you are 
bete Filing to encourage Principles deſtructive to 
„ % | Jeu. 
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your own Cauſe, (as the Principles of theſe Books 
manifeſtly are in this very Point) ſo they do but] 
ſerve a Turn, and ſtrengthen your Party amongſt 


the igaoraat People. 


6. Laſtly, I think, we may juſtly expect from 
you 4 ready Concurrance with us, to beat down 
ſuch Vices and Immoralities, as are confefled on 
all hands to be againſt our common Chriſtianity 
ſuch as Adultery, Fornication, Blaſphemy, Profanation 
of the Lord's Day, &c. And ſince the Biſhops Court 
are Legally impowered to puniſh theſe, and many 
are guilty of them, who yet will not appear or 


ſubmit to acknowledge their Sins, and upon that]. 


Account are Excommunicated : The leaſt that 
can be expected from you in theſe Caſes, is, Not 
to encourage ſuch Sinners in their Obſtinacy 
or to admit them to Communion amongſt you 
whilſt they lie under ſuch Cenſures; whic 
might be a means to Reform, in ſome meaſure 
theſe crying Vices. 


Tbhbeſe are but few of thoſe things that migh 
be inſtanc'd; in which we may concurr in ou 
Practice, as well as we do in our Opinions; andi 
we did, I perſwade my ſelf, that tho they did no 
bring us to one Religious Communion, yet the 
might much contribute to our living eaſily wit 
one another, and take off that Uncharitable 
neſs, which our Religious Diſſentions are apt t 
cauſe amongſt us: However, it wou'd be a grea 
Satisfaction to Me, and I ſhould reckon it ſom 
kind of Succeſs in my Office, if I cou'd preva 
with any fort of People, that profeſs to meet i 


nt 
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the Name of Chriſt, to come nearer to his Inſtitu- | 
KS tions in their Worſhip ; tho' I ſhovld not be able | 
ut to perſwade them to the Communion whereof 1am 
SLY a Member. | 

p 1 


To the Conforming|LAITY of the Dioceſs of 
DERRY. 


S to You, my Friends and Brethren of the 
| A Laity, who profeſs your ſelyes Members 
en, of the Eſtabliſhed Church, it hath pleaſed 
Lot God to place Me amongſt you, and to give me an 
cy Inſpection over you; and *tis chiefly on your Account, 
that I have written and publiſhed this Treatiſe, 
ich that it may be a Pledge and Teſtimony to you 
of my Concern for you, and make my Care to 
reach as far as may be amongſt you. 1 hope 
my Labours this way, may be Uſeful to you, to 
gh ſettle the Minds of the Doubtful, and to awaken 
you all to Diligence and Zeal in the performance 
of the Service of God. 


The great Principles of your Religion, as you 
are Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church, are Un- 
contraverted on all hands; and I have here en- 
deavonred to ſhow, that your particular way of 
Worſhip, is warranted by the Holy Scripture. 
You have reaſon to bleſs God ? that he has afforded 
va you ſo many Conveniencies o nenting it; in 


— 
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which He has been pleaſed to give you ſo mani- 
feſt Advantages above your Diſſenting Neighbours, 
that notwithſtanding their Numerouſneſs, you 
have five Places for Worſhip, for One that they 
have. . This will render you inexcuſeable, if 
you neglect Atrendance at them, or ſpend any 
Lord's Day ( as is too common in this Country) 
ina meer Reſt from Labour, without any pub- 
lick Workkip. | „ 


I muſt likewiſe put you in mind, that our Ser- 
vice is not only fitted for the publick, but is like- 
wiſe proper tor private Families ; andtherefore 1 


would adviſe you to make uſe of the Words, 
with which Our Church has furniſhed you, in 
your Houſes, as well as in the Church. At leaſt 
to uſe ſuch ſelect Hymns and Coliefts as ſeems moſt 


adapted to that purpoſe. And at more ſolemn 
times, I conceive our Litany is as full and proper 
a Service, as any Maſter of a Family can deſire 
to offer to Gd. „ 4 


I muſt therefore more earneſtly and paſſionate- 
ly exhort you, by the Name of Our Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, for his Church's ſake, and your own, that 
you will add Diligence and Zeal to this your rea- 
ſonable Service, and prepare your Hearts to ſeek 


the Lord your God in his Holy Worſhip. And par- 


ticularly, that you won'd endeavour to convince 
the World, that it is not Fadtion, or a . Party, 
contend for, but the Fruits of „ j 


and thereupon ſtrive rather to out- live thoſe, that 
differ from Jou, than to out-argue them. Let the 
innocency of your Lives, and your Chriſtian Mode- 

render ee ration 
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ration, convince them of the unreaſonableneſs of 


their Separation. 


I beſeech the God, and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to multiply his Grace and Peace upon Jou; 
and to influence You by his Holy Spirit, that You 
may be perfect in every good Work; and parti- 
cularly in that of Worſhipping him in Purity and 
Holineſs. | Z 


* 
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S to You, My Friends, that diſſent from Our 

Communion, it remains only, that I be- 
f ſeech Jou, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, ( as 
one that 'is appointed by the Providence of God, 
and the Care of a Chriſtian Magiſtracy, to watch 


I. 


over Jour Souls) That You will ſeriouſly conſider, 


and lay to Heart, what I have here tendred to 
Tou. I cannot prevail with you, to come and 
receive Inſtruction from my Mouth, and therefore! 
have taken this way to inform Du. I will only add 


| a few Obſervations, which I recommend to You, and 


ſhall leave the Succeſs intirely to God. 


1. Therefore Vn may obſerve, that in this 
Treatiſe, [ have not led Jou into long Reaſonings, 
or the Intricacies of Humane Learning ; but I have 


re- | 
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referred You to your Bibles, and you need go no 
further, than to them, to be ſatisfied, whether 
the things I have ſaid, be as I have repreſented 
them, or not. Thoſe of Berea are reckoned a 
Noble People, (Acts xvii. 11. ) becauſe they ſearch- 
ed the Scriptures, and I pray moſt heartily to God, 


to give 1% a part in that Nobleneſs of Mind, that 


you may ſearch and find the Trzth. 


2. I wou'd deſire Tu to obſerve, that it ever 
bas been, and, in all probability, ever will be 
the Humour of the World, to be more fond of 
Their Own Invention, than of what God Commands. 


If we look thro' the whole Scriptures, we ſhall 
find, that the Prophets ſent by &od, the Doctrines 
revealed by him, and the Worſhip he Commanded, 
have had but ill Entertainment amongſt the 
People. There never appeared half ſo much Zeal, 


or Inclination, in the generality of Men, for the 
True God, and his Worſhip, as for the falſe Gods, 
and their Prophets. And there is an obvious na- 
tural reaſon for it, ſince what Man invents, muſt 


needs have a nearer agreement to the Carnal 


and Corfupt Inclinations of our depra ved Na- 
ture, than what God preſcribes: Which is the 
very Reaſon, that induces Men to change the Iſti- 
tutions of God, and ſubſtitute their own Invention, 
inſtead of them. A thing, that would never come 
into any Man's Mind, if he did not find more Eaſe, 
or Gratification to his Humour in them, than in 
obſerving God's Commandments. | 


If it were proper, to referr you to the Hiſtor 
of the Church, you wonld figd, that moſt of " 
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being 
violent for them, that there was no withſtandin 
them; fo that if the Governours, they had, would 


not comply, The People did ſet up thoſe that 
| would. 
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the Corruptions in the Worſhip of God, were intro- 


duced by the Fondneſs and violent Inclinations of 
the People for them; and that the Church-Gover- 
nours did long oppoſe them, & were brought with 
difficulty at laſt to comply with them. Thus the 


| Worſhip of Images, Prayers for the Dead, Purgato- 


ry, the Interceſſion of Saints, Half- Communion, be- 
ing preſent at Church-Aſſemblies, without receiv- 
ing the Lord s-Supper, and Worſhipping the Hoſt, 
were all vulgar Practices at firſt, againſt the O- 
pinion of the Governours of the Church, who 
generally Oppoſed and Condemned them; but 
Humane Inventions, the People were ſo 


Nou let me intreat you to reflect a little, and 
conſider with all ſeriouſneſs, whether there may 
not be ſomething like this in your own Caſe, e- 
ſpecially in the Matter of Extemporary Prayers. 
It is plain, you have brought them into Practice, 
againſt the Opinion and Conſtitution of the 
Church-Governours, and of the firſt Refor mers, 
who all did ſettle Liturgies in the Churches which 
they Reformed: This Knex did in Scotland, 
whoſe Liturgy we have ready to produce, to the 
Conviction of thoſe, who pretend to be his Succeſ- 
ſors, and yet condemn Forms of Prayer, as Unlaw- 
ful. This Luther did for Germazy, and Calvin for 
Geneva, and for the French Church, whoſe Litur- 
Zies are ſtill uſed by them. Yet I find, this weighs 

: not 
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not much with you, though you ſeem to me, to]; 


have little to oppoſe it, beſides a ſtrange Fondneſs 
and Paſſion you have entertaihed for the contrary. 
And let me tell you, That it is no hard Matter, 
to give a Reaſon, why the generality of the Peo- 
ple are better pleaſed with ſuch Extemporary Prayers, 


than with Forms : For, can any one wonder, that | 
a Prayer which People never heard before, and is 


adapted to the Fancies and Humours of a Party, with 
all the Advantages which Novelty gives, ſhould 
ratifie carnal and itching Ears, more than the 
x'd and ſettl'd Prayers of a Church, or that 


Form diftated by Chriſt himſelf? To joyn in theſe 
to prepare our 
inds withrmuch 
Seriouſneſs and Attention, or we cannot be af- | 


with Devotion, requires us dul 
Hearts, to ſtrain and lift up our 


fected by them; whereas there is a Pleaſure, and 
a kind of Senſual Delight, in the Novelty of the 


other Prayers; and the Tone, with which they 


are ſometimes delivered, makes the Hearers ima- 
ginarily Devout, though they come to them, 


without taking pains to ſtrain their Minds to true 


Devotion. But you ought to remember, that Ima- 
ges and Reliques, and Mediatory Saints, had the ve- 
ry ſame Effect on People long ago; which made 
them ſo fond of them, that they brought them 


into their Worſhip, in ſpite of the Biſhops and Pa- | 


ſtors of the Church, as you have now brought in 
Extemporary Prayers: But 'tis rare, to kind the 
generality of Men fond of what is truly Spiritu- 
al : And therefore, Peoples Fondneſs of your pe- 
culiar Way of Worſhip, is ſo far from being an Ar- 
gument for it, as 1 find ſome of you uſe it, that, 
on the contrary, it is a ſhrewd Preſumption, that 
| | it 
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it is not from God; eſpecially ſince ill People are 
fond of it, aſwell as good: as is maniteſt from 
many undenyable Inſtances; which could not be 
ſo, if it were truly, and of it ſelf, Spiritual. 


3. I would deſire you to conſider, that nothing 


can generally induce Our Clergy, to decline theſe 
Extemporary Prayers, but their Conſcience and Convi- 


tion, that they are not convenient in the Publick 


Service of God. Tis manifeſt, that Extcmporary 


Prayers would be much more eaſie to moſt of us, 


and leſs burthenſome, than the Service we uſe *: 
You may think otherwiſe, but aſſure your ſelves, 
that you are miſtaken; and I dare appeal to thoſe, 
that have tried both, whether is moſt eaſie: There 
are ſuch both amongſt Du and Vs, who have made 


the Experiment ; and Idare referr it to them, to 
declare, on their Conſcience, which of the two 


Services they look on, to be the greater burthen 


to him that per forms them. Whatever Tow may 
think, if we would Indulge our ſelves, it were no. 


hard matter for the meaneſt of Us, to paſs an 
Extemporary Prayer on our Auditory, or to turn the 


Heads of our Sermons into one. 


Laſtly, I have one thing, which I would more 
eſpecially requeſt of Ju, that you would believe, 
that I ſincerely and heartily deſire, and ſtudy the 


good of your Souls; and that I have in this Trea- 


tiſe, endeavoured to promote it, and, by God's: 
Aſſiſtance, ever ſhall, ia all my Undertakings. 


And if Lu had the ſame Apprehenſions with 
me, Jeu would not wonder at 1 
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this Matter; for how is it poſſible, that any 
Man, that has a Zeal for the Purity of God's Wor- 
ſvip, ſhould not have his Stirit moved within him, 
to ſee a well-meaning People ſo ſtrangely miſ- led, 
3 to content themſelves to meet together, per- 
haps, for ſome Years, with a deſign to Worſhip God, 
yet hardly ever ſee, or hear any thing of God's 
bare Appointment in their Meetings. Now, to 
my thoughts, this is manifeſtly the caſe of many 
of Du; ſince a Man may frequent ſome 2/eerirgs 
amongſt Tou, for ſome Years, and never hear a 
Prayer, a Pſalm, or Chapter, which has been im- 
mediately ditated by God, and never be called 
on, to bow his Knee to God, or ſee either Mini- 
ſter or People, addreſs themſelves to him, in that 
humble Poſture. Laſtly, Never ſee any Body of- 
fer to Adminiſter, or deſire to Receive the Ford o of 
Life in the Lord's-Supper. Theſe. are Melancholy 
Reflections to me, who believe, that God has re- 
quired theſe in his Worſhip : and therefore hope, 
You will take it in good part, that I endeavour to 
reſtore them to Tou. | : 


have only to add my moſt earneſt Prayers to 
God for You: And to beſeech him, who is the 
God of Mercy, and Purchaſer of his Church, by a 
Price Ineſtimable, to youchſafe his Bleſſing to theſe 
my Endeavours, for your Souls Inſtruction; That 
You may reap the Benefit, and I the Comfort of 
them, in the great Day of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who only is the True Teacher of Souls by his Spi- 
Tit, and is able to Seal the :ftrv7ions of his Mini- 
ſters to ur Hearts, to open the Eye 
| derſtandings, and to guide Ju in a 
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